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TO HIS 


[Honoured and worthily eſteem-]| 
© | ed Friends, Mr. Nicholas 
Blake Merchant, ( Husband 
to the late Vertuous Mrs. Ma- 
ry Blake deceaſed. )" 


AND... 


"| Mr. Thomas Matthews, Merchant, 
2 and Mrs. Martha Matthews. his 

Wife, ( Parents to the deceafed 
| Gentlewoman ) and to the reſt 
of his and her Relations. 


Q All Grace and Peace, all Conſolation:ane 
| Supportation from God the Father, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ; 
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His little Piece had been|- 


Dear Friends, J's”; 


' CAR 
| fconer in your hands, bur] ©. - IS, 
that my being in the Coun-\ IF. 


hareys and New other important buſs- 
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The Epiſtle 
neſs that hath layn hard upon my 
| : hands hath prevented it till now. © 
| Many a I have read of a certain Painter, 
$ man hathj who being to expreſs the: ſorrow of a 
& 4 | Peeping Father, and having ſpent his 
- pn Skill before in fetting forth of the paſ- 
redrs. ſtons and affeftions of his Children, 
 }2 Cor.7.10| he thought it beſt to preſent him upon 
| his T able tothe beholders view, with 
bis face covered, that ſo he mipht 
have that grief to be imagined by them, 
which he found himſelf unable to ſet 
out to the. full. I know I am not able 
to paint out your. great grief and ſor- 
row for the loſs of ſuch a Wife, and of 
ſuch a Child, of ſuch a Siſter, &c. 
and I could wiſh that this Picce which 
| :s breught forth to ſatisfie your impor- 
| runity, may not make the wound to 
bleed afreſh; however if it doth, thank, 
your. ſelves, blame not me. 

T could heartily wiſh, that you and 
all others concerned in this ſad loſs, 
Were more taken up in minding the 
| happy exchange that ſhe hath made, 
than with your preſent loſs ; ſhe hath: 
xchanoed Earth for TJeauUcn, 4 Wl- F 
Iderneſs for a Paradife, a Priſon. for! 


by 
| al 
. . oY 


_— .—_— _— bn 


—— 


- 


< h 


| bath exchanged imper fettien for per- 
| fettion, fighing for ſtinging " MOHT 11> 


| for ſilver, her counters for gold, and 


\| ly enjoyments. 1 


| Comfort, Foy, Goodneſs,” Sweetneſs 


"—— 


SIRE. © rt. 


ICatOry., 


us - 
—_ 4 ” D—_- 


wm 


4 Palace, a houſe made with hands [2 Cor. $. 
for one eternal in the Heavens ; ſhe\ "++ 39 


ing for rejoycing, prayers for praiſes, 
the ſociety of ſinful mortals for the F 
company of God, Chriſt, Angels, and|teb.13K 
the Spirits of juſt men maae perfe6t'; | 22, 23,2 
an imperfett tranſient Wnjoygpent of | 
God, for a more clear, full, perfett 
and permanent enjoyment of God 
ſhe hath exchanged pain for eaſe, ſick: 
neſs for health, a bed of weakneſs 
for a bed of Spices, a compleat bleſ- 


ſedneſs ;, ſhe hath exchanged her braſs wy 


*” 
4 


her earthly contentments for heavens 

And as I aefire that one of your 
eyes may be fixed upon her. happi-| 
neſs, ſo I deſire that the other of 
your eyes may be fixt upon Chriſts| 
fulneſs , though your brook, be dry-|- + 
ed up, yet Chriſt the fountain of 
Light, Life, Love, Grace, 'Glozy,- 


aud. Satisfaltion, is ſtill at hand, and'|<,. , i 7. 
always full and flowing, . yea, over- |Ch. 2.13% | 
A 3 # flow- br + 
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| Omne, bo- i towing, As the worth and value of 
rum m he 


frhrowg 


knowledge, what love, what tender- 
neſs, what ſweetneſs, what goodneſsF . 


many © pieces of” filver is contratted 
in one piece of gold, ſo all the [weet- 


tencies that are in Husbands, Wives, 
Children, Fricuds, @QC, are contra- 
thed in Chriſt ; yea, all the whole 
Volume of. Perfeti ions which is ſpread 
zeftven and Earth, 1s epi- 
romiz,'d an Chriſt ; Iple unus erit 
bi omnia, quia in iplo uno bono 
bona ſunt omnia, /airh Auguſtine ; 
One Chriſt will be to. thee inſtead of 
all things elſe, becauſe in him are 
all good things to be found, 


> Dear Friend, what wiſdome, what 


aid you obſerve and find in this ac- 
ceaſed and glorified Saint, that is 
not eminently, that is not perfealy 
to be enjoyed in Chriſt ? and if ſo, 
why. do not you bear up ſweetly and 


have lo## her corporally, yet you er; 


neſs, all the goodneſs, all the eacel- | 


chearfully, and let the World know, | 
and let Friends ſee, that though you 
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joy her ſpiritually 3n Feſt - The || 


: conpom Apo Paul was ſo much taken With-|' 
779 ' : þ 


reft 41. - 
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| Goodneſs, Sweetneſs, QC. that ave in 


\trah /weer. | 
4 Platarch in the life of Phocion, 


#4 FR = -: a 
=» A 


I TE 


: 


Dedicatory. 


Chriſt, that be was ever in his 
thoughts, always near his heart, and 
ever upon his tongue he names him 
ſixteen or ſeventeen times in one 


vour hearts and thoughts were thus 
buſied about Chriſt, and taken up 


ſures of Wiſdom, Knowledge, Grace, 

| 
him ;, this would very much allay \ 
your grief and ſorrow, and keep yonr | 
hearts quiet and ſilent before the 
Lord, this would be like that tree 
which made the bitter waters of Ma- 


of * Fonia, who ſhewed the IWife of 
Phocion -al! rhe rich Jewels and pre- 
crons Stones ſhe had ; ſhe anſwered 
ber again, All my Tithes and Few: 
els is my husband Phocion : fo ſhould 
Chriſtians ſay, Chriſt is our Riches, 
onr Tewels, our Treaſure, our Hea- 
| * opr Crown, our Glory, our All; 


. VE# | 
4s a icanrforts to us, and, all | 


Chapter, 1 Cor. 1. Now, O that | 


with Chriſt, and with thoſe Trea-+ 
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| 23,24» 25;Þ: 


tells us of a certain Gentlewoman | 


\coptents' .to us, and all delights to 
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us, and all - Relations ito Hs; 
is Husband , Wife, Child, Father, 


theſe, 'yea, he is more than all theſe 


Iro ws. 


1 have read of one, who walk- 
ing in the fields by himſelf, - of "a 
ſudden fell into lond cryes, and weep- 


"Ying; and being ashed (. by one that 


paſſed by, and overheard him ) the 
cauſe of "this his.. lamentation ; 1 
weep ( ſaith he )) to think, that the 
Lord © Fefus” ſhould do ſo much for 
us men; and yet not one man of a 
thouſand ſo much as minds him, or 


thinks of him z but I hope better things 


| of you, yea, 1 hope (. and deſire ) 
"[rhbat this preſent counſel will take 


hold of your hearts, and work as 
counſel works when it 1s ſet home 
by a hand of Heaven. 
_*Again, Friends, it is your wiſdam 
more your 
preſent work, your preſent duty, than 
1our loſs, than your preſent calami- 
ty... Davids Paſſion was got above 
Wiſdom, his diſcretion, when he 


. Son 


th 


he | 


Aother, Brother, Siſter ;- the is all. 


©- my Son Abſalom! my | 
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1in the will of God, ſay Amen to 
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EO winter ef IH v 
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EL 
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Son,'- my. Son Abſalom ! would[| 
God I had died for thee; O :Ab- 
ſalom !! my. Son, my Son ! Yotr 
preſent work, 1s not® to cry, O -my 
dear Wife ! O my precious Child ! 
O my loving Siſter ! but O my Soul 
ſubmit to- Ged, juſtifie Goa, lie down 


Gods Amen : O my Soul, think well+ 
of God, and ſpeak, well of God, and. 
carry it well towards God, &c. This 
is your preſent work, make it but your 
work,, and then, though ſorrow may 
abide for a night, yet joy will come 
in the morning. 


Azain, Obſerve how other Saints 
have carried it under ſuch a diſpen- 


ſation as you are under, 


| 


that purpoſ e read and com- 


3. 17, 18. 19. 2Samls.. 


25; 26. 27. Job. 1. 13+ -+- ule, 


is 4 more. excellent,. a more, 4leſſe 


and do you likewiſe. To ponas Dux, Bonus Comes, 
a good Leader makes 
pare tneſe Scriptares f0- « gore AIR ) v Ki 
| gether, Gen. 23. 1, 2, 3, See far re l 
4.8. Ezek. 24.16. 17, rympla' mevent, Prey: 
18. 2 Sam. 12, 17. --- 22... cepts may.inſtru&, 
Gen. 10..1, 2, 3. 1 Sam. . Examplesdoperſ ade} 
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- [an improvement of them. 


| thing--to' be good at imitating the\ © 
prous Examples of others , - than to| 
Stores | + 


ſpeak, of ſomes that could not. ſleep | 


be good at praiſing of them. 
when they thought of the Trophies 
—Worthies that went be 


of "other Worthies that went before 
them ; the beſt and higheſt Examples 
ſhould be very quickening and prove- 
king. Pious Examples uſually are 
more Wakening than Precepts,, and 


{they .are more convincing and more 


enconraging ; "and the reaſon is, be- 
cauſe we ſee in them, that the ex- 
ercs{e of the moſt difficult points of 
Godlineſs is yer poſſible : Other Saints 
piouf examples ſhould be Looking- 


| Glaſſes for us to dreſs our ſelves by ; 


and happy are thoſe that. make ſuch 


O happy 
Husband ! O happy Parents ! O hap- 


| py Brethren and $ iſters L If you Write 
after that blijed Copy that this gls-| 


rifyed Saint, IVife, Child, Sifter, 
hath ſet before you ; which that you 


upon the following Narrative. 
One. hint more, and then 1 have 


" 
| 


done - Auguſtine iz. one of, his Epi- 


nay, I deſere you ſertouſly to awell. 
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fies 
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[ry ſame day wherein Jerome dyed, 
be: was-in his Study, and had got 


Pen, Ink. and Paper to Write ſowe- 


rome : Suddenly: be ſaw a" light 
breaking into his Study, anda ſweet 
ſmell that came unto him, and this 
voice he thought he heard ; O Au- 
Suſtine | waa aoſt thou. ? daft think, 
to pur the Sea into a little Veſ- 
ſel ? when the Heavens ſhall ceaſe 
from their continual motion, then 


the Glory of Heaven ts, and nat be: 
I now as. 
tranſlation from Earth to Heaven, 


write to her about that bleſſed ſtate 
jto which ſhe was haſtening, but was 
prevented 3 however, 1m "the follow- 
171 " Wai you will find  ſometbing 
7; gh glorious fare glimpſed out 
unto you, which now ſhe 1s 1n the 
poſſeſſion of. Now dear friends, a> 


bove all gettings, get an interejt in 


that 


as bath oh Relation ; ; That the ve-| 


thing of the Glory of Heaven to Je-| 


_— 


ſhale thou be able to underſtand. what | 


EIT. 


fore, ,exccept you come to feel it, as 
A little before this glorified Saints 


I had thoughts and Reſolutions to} 


— 
— 


ry. 


& 


| 


| reft in your own ſouls and Conſcien- 


| ces, and then you will be happy 7 


that glory that ſhe is filled withs y | 
and keep up the ſenſe of that inte-F- 


life, ang bleſſed in death, and af-| }- 
ſurealy meet her, and know her, and| | 
for ever enjoy her in perfett happi-| 
neſs and bleſſedneſs : which that you 
may, 'is and ſhall be the conſtant 
deſires and earneſt Prayers of 


, 
j 
; 
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Your Souls Servant, | 


Thomas Brooks, 


F 


String of Pearls: 
OR 
The Beſt things reſerved till laſt. 


words upon another Text, 
viz, The glorified Saint decea- 
ſed ; at whole Funeral we are here 
mer. 

She was one of thoſe. dear fpi- | 
ritual Children that the Lord had- 
given me ; ſhe was a precigus. 
Seal of my Miniſtry, ſhe was'my 5 
living Epiſtle, my walking Cer-. 


tificate, my Letter Teſtimonial. 


In life ſhe was my joy, and m' 


Efore I name my Text, give 2 
me leave to ſpeak a. few | 


liggs: 18. 
: - 
tags 3-10] 


Phil, 4s n 
4-2, 


rne: 
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v7 of Mearls, or the” | 
- 


gals _ : 


the day of Chriſt ſhe will be my 
Crown. As Paul ſpeaks, 1 Thefſ. 
2. 19, 20. For what ts ou?” Hope, 
or _ Foy, or Crown of rejoycing ? 
are not even ye im the preſcence of 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt at his com- 
ing ? for ye are our plory and joy.\| 
Her Application © of - thole words 
of the Apoſtle to me ( hath been 
often a 'very great refreſhing and 
comfort to my Soul, ) For though 
you have ten thouſand Inſt ruttors 
in Chriſt, yet have you not many | 
Fathers, for in Chriſt Feſus 1 have | 
begotten you through the Goſpel. 
The work of Grace upon - her 
heart - was clear, powerfal and | 
thorongh, as all know that knew 
her.inwardly, I ſhuuld tire both 
my 1elt and you, and fruſtrate the | 
end of your meeting, which 1s t9 
tear.a Sermon, (hould I give you 
an exact and particular account 
thereof ; I thali therefore only mens 
ton-a few:things. among many for | 
your imitation, {atisfaction and-ſup+ 
portation under. this lad Giipenla: 
tion, 
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She was a knowing woman in 5 
the things of Chriſt, and her know: 
ledge was. inward, experimental, 
Srowing, humbling, transforming 4 
and practical ; ſhe knew. Chriſt | Proy.3.18-j8 
in the myſtery, as well as in the b | 
hiſtory 3/44n che ſpirit, as well as 
in the letter ; feelingly, as: well as 
notionally; ſhe did not only eat 
of the tree of knowledge, but al- 
ſo taſted of the tree of life. 

She was a fincere, and as plain |. 
a hearted Chriſtian (1 think) as 
any lives out of Heaven ; for plain- 
heartednels ſhe was a Jacob; for 
uprightneſs ſhe was a Fob; age<- ; 
rity is the ſhive, the luſtre;®the | Sinceritas 
beauty , the glory of all a Chri- | ſerenitatis 
(cians graces ; and in this ſhe did mater; Sung 
excell. A ſincere loul 1s like } haben 
Chryſtal Glaſs with: a light 11 the | of ſerenity. | 
mid(t- of jr, which gives light e- * 
very way; and tuch a one was 
ſhe. A fincere ſoul is like the 
Violet, which grows: low, ' and 
hides. it ſelf, and.its 'own 1weet-! 
'neis, as much. as may be with.iss: 
Þ own 
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tr ing « | 
own leaves ; and ſuch* a one was 
| ſhe ; ſhe had as many choice, -vi- 
1 ſible characters of ſincerity and up- | 
rightneſs upon her, as ever I read 
upon any Chriſtian that I have had. 
the - happinels to be acquainted 
with. Burt I muſt not dwell on 
theſe things 3 I ſhall only ſay, | 
| She was not like the Actor in the 
j | Comedy, who cried with his mouth 
| (CO Cezlum !) O Heaven ! but point- 
' {ed with his finger to the Earth ; 
{uch Profeſlors there be, but ſhe 
was none of them. 

She was Ttich in ſpiritual Ex-: 
| periences, as moſt thar I have 
- acquainted . with. Ah how 
ofren hath ſhe warmed, -gladded 
and. quickned my ſpirit, by ac- 
quainting me with what the Lord 
haih done for her precious ſoul. 
Experiments .in Religion are be- 
| yond notions and Impreſſions ; aj 
lanCtified heart 1is- better Man a fil- 
ver tongue, and ſhe found it fo. 
O- the Fories that ſhe was able ro 
rell of the love of God, the” 'pre-| 
ſence of Chriſt, the breathings . of 
| ___thep; 
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|how abundantly was her ſoul jth 
ne 


|. beſt ThinzsFerved till laſt. 


the Spirit, the exerciſe of Grace; 
the ſweetneſs of the Word , the 
deceitfulriz{s of fin4 and the devi- 


though ſhe made. ule of her Ex- 
periences as crutches to lean on, 
yet ſhe only made ule of the Pro- 
miles as a foundation to build on. 
As the Star led the Wiſe men to 
Chriſt, ſo her. experiences. kd her. 
to a higher and a {weeter living 
upon Chriſt : her experiences were 
_ ſauce, but Chriit was ſtill her 
00d. 


She did drive a very (great) pri- 
vate tfade towards Heaven, the 
was much in ſecret duties, in clo- 
ler communion with God, and this 
did very much enrich her, and ad- 
vance her in ſpiritual experiences. 
When ſhe had once found the 
lweetneſs of enjoying Chriſt be- 
hind the door, O how inflamedly, 


ried forth in. ſecret duties ! 


'houle top to pray, and that Chrift 


ces and methods of Satan, cc. And} 


knew that Peter went up upon the | 
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make a fat body, fo ſhe found. fe- 
cret duties made a fat ſoul ; and 
this made her much in that work. 
Ir was a witty and . divine ſpeech 
\*|of Bernard, That Chriſt the ſouls 
Spouſe ts baſbful, neither willingly 
cometh to his bride in the preſence 
of a multitude; and is it not ſo 
with the Bride in her eCIngs to- 
wards her Bridegroom Chriſt ! 


OO —— 
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2 Cor. 12.] She was many times in the 


7,8, 9, 10s, 
Eph.6. 16, School of temptation, which God 


= TY ion 5 the Lord did uſually fo 


\ Gen. 23-24 help her to handle the ſhield of 


.. Faith, and the {wordof the Spirit, 
(the Word of God ) that ſhe com- 
monly triumph'd over Satans temp- 
tations, and led captivity captive ; 
though chat Arrow: maſter Satan 
hath thot often ar her, yet her bow 
ſillabode in ſtrength ; her hands and 


heart being made ſtrong by the | 
'hands of the mighty God of Fa-| 


cob. Auou ine gave thanks to God: 


that his cart and the temptation $ 


| was oft alone. As {ſecret meals 


made to her the School of inſtru- |: 


| 64 
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ſhe many a time : 


tan in work 


[neral duties of Chriſtianity , as 
[hearing, praying, &c. but alſo for 


ing, praying, &c. ſhe did duties, 


to her duties, but to- her Jeſus. 


a Timn ſerved till laſt. 


did not meet to ether; andfo fo hath 
ſhe was good at 
withſtanding the beginnings of a 
temptation, knowing that after re: 
medies ofcen come too late. She 
was a Chriſtian all over, ſhe was 
a Chriſtian in profeſſhon, and a 
Chriſtian in practice 3 a Chriſtian 
in lip, and a Chriſtian in life ; a 
Chriſtian in word, and a Chriſti 
"Ig Chriſtian in ſhew, 
and a Chriſtian in power and {pt- 
'rit ; ſhe was not only for the pe- 


the relative duties of Religion : As 
to be a good Wite, a good Mo- 
a a good Child, a good Siſter, 

a good Miſtrils, &c. Moſt finceri- 
ty and holy ingenuiry ſhines 1n 
the relative duties of Religion, and 
in, thole ſhe was excellent ; ſhe 
was allo very con{ciencious and 
conſtant, yea, abundant in the ge- 
neral duties of Religion, as hear- 


Cod 


Do 


but durſt not ( for a World) truſt 
As 


the: 


1 Thel. 5 
22, 


AR.13-22+) 


ARt.24.16. 


Luk.1.5,6.} 
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Duties 
truſted to 
will undo 
you ; when 
truſted to 
they prove 
but a 
ſmooth, a 
{ilken way 


| to hell. 
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the Dove made uſe of her wings 


( to fly tothe Ark ) but truſted not 
ty, ſhe had learned the holy art 


fines of acceptation with God, and 
juſtification before God, and re- 
 coneleion to God, and ſalvation 
by God: She knew no duty but 
'Jelus; ſhe was as happy in de- 


238; nying religious ſelf, as ſhe was re- 


: ſolute in denying of ſinful ſelf. 

1 | She was for patience and chear. 
James 1,2, fulneſs under her long lingering 
3,4- Ch. 5. weakneſs, as exemplary as any that 


© 39+ He [ever I was acquainted with ; if 


'at any time ſhe groaned, yer ſhe 


| bleſſed God ( as ſhe u'ed to fay) 
'that ſhe did not grumble: O how 


'under” all her trials! O how well 

, would ſhe ſpeak of God! © how 

| ſweetly did ſhe carry it towards 

God! O how much was ſhe taken 

.up in juſtifying of God, through- 

ſoot her pining, waſting ficknel-' 
es! 


Time and ſtrength would- fail 


in her wings, but in the Ark; in du. || 


'of living above duty, in the bu- |] 


"Quiet, how like a Lamb was ſhe] 


| 


j 


me, | 


| wayes, to his people, whether poor 


to called Ariſtotle the intelligent 


44 beſt Things reſerved till lft. 


me, ſhould I but tell you what 1 
could, .concerning her faith, her 
love to God, to Chriſt, to his 


or rich, weak or ſtrong! And of 
her humility, lowlinels, meeknelſs, 
wherein ſhe hath left few fellows 
behind her; ſhe was very high in 
{piritual worth, and as low in 
heart; ſhe was cloathed with hn- 
mility as with a royal Robe, and 
with the ornament of 'a meek and 
quiet Spirit, which is in the fight 
of God of great price : But I muſt 
haſten to my Text, for I ſee 
time iides away. 


If Ezekiel can commend-” Daxi- 
el, and match him with Noah and 
Fob, for his power in. prayer ; and 
Peter highly praiſe Payl - And if 
the Ancient Church had her (Dyp- 
tichs, or ) publick Tables, where- 
in the Perſons moſt' noted for Pi- | 
ety were recorded : Nay, If Pla- 


| Reader, -and Ariſtorle fer up an 
Alrar in honour of Plato; then | 


Qa__ 


| BI hope 
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ry : 


A String of Pe 


rls, &c, | 

hope you will not impute it to me 
as a Tranſgreſſion, that have pre- 
ſented to you the ſhining "Vertues 
of this glorified Saint, for your 
imitation. 


What Eyes thou read'ſt with, Reader, 


( know I not, 
Mine were not dry, when I this ſtory 


( Wrot. 


| 
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SASSNSSSRGRSNANAS 
An ELEGTIE 


Upon the Death of the Vertuous, His 
Mrs. Mary Blake. 


F that AﬀeRton could but make a Poet, 

Cou!d Grief and Sorrow help, ſure I could doit; 
Mary 1s dead, a Woman whom truth and fame, 
With Virtue ever ſhall embalm her name ; 

A Mary tor Love, a Mary for Weeping, 
A Mary for Choice, a Mayy for ſecking. 


With Mary ſhe had choſen the betrer part ; 

Wirh Mary ſhe did lay Chriſt near'ſt her heart. 
Such were her parts, her Piety, 

Her Yourh it was a full Maturity. 

Grave, alrhough young, who in her heart did prize 
Grace, Truth and Chritt, her only Sacrifice; 
Gracious, Religious and ſincere was ſhe, 


| Courteous, without all Court Hypocrifie. 


Chriſt was her ſtudy, his glory was her aim, 
It was her Heaven to adyance the ſame : 
within-the holy Treaſury of her mind, 
Were the'choice Vertues of all Woman-kind ; 
A Woman, and an humble too, 1 
Which joy'd a!l Chriſtians who had with her to do. | 


dear and never to be forgotten Friend fo 
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| A Praving Woman, and believing roo, 
Which did the praiſes of other Saints renew : 
| A holy Woman, and an harmleſs too, IF 
In ſaying this I give her but her due : 

A lively Chriſtian, and thriving in grace, 

Few towards Heaven did ever hold her pace. 

| Þ The word and wayes of God were her delight, 

- þAnd 1n the ſame ſhe had a great inſight. 

| A fixed Woman, when others ſtaggering were, i". 


Which was the fruit of holy pains and care : | 
A tried Chriſhan, whoſe trials were not ſmall, | 
Yet Faith and Patience overcame them all. l 
Ske liv'd the Sermons which on earth ſhe heard, 

{ And now receives the Crown which was for her prepar'd. 
| A VVoman'which had more than common worth ; 

I want a Tongue enough to ſet 1t forth. | 


Her lateſt precious breathings had reſpe& 
{To nothing more than divine Dialet ; 

Which ſhe committed to her mourning Friends, 
In Exhorcations for their better ends. | 
Could Prayers, tears and ſighs have kept her here, [] 
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She had nor dy'd, you need 1t not to fear : [4 

She lives though dead, 1 th* memory of thoſe 1 

{ VVho knew herlife, and ſaw her holy cloſe. | 

*4 No golden Letters half ſo long as we 'E 
| Shall keep her precious worth in memory 3 | 


{ No coſtly Marble necd on her be ſpent, þ 
Her deathleſs worth 1s her own Monument. | | 
Now-I ſhall ler you know what you haveloſt : 
| She was a Temple of the Holy Ghoſt. _ 
This wee'l apply, that though we loſe her here, 
Her ſoul doth ſhine in a Celeſtial Sphere. 
| Mavy-1s to the celeſtial Canaan gone, * 

* YVhere as a Star ſhe ſhines 1n perfection. 
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Mary hath choſen ſure the better part, 
Mary with Angels ſure doth now partake. 


Bur ſtay, needs ſhe Encomiums ? Reader, know, 
She joys above, while we here wail below. 


— ” — 


Believing this bleſt Saint 1n Chriſt doth Neep. 
Heark, don't you hear her ſweet delightful voice, 

| Saying, Friends, weep nor, but ſee that ye rejoyce 

For me; for now I am perfe&tly free 

From ſorrow, fin, death and morrality- : 

Surely you cannot doubt my happineſs, 

VVho have beheld my faith and ſtedfaſtneſs 5 

O then from ſorrow {ce that now you ceaſe, 

To interrupt my joy, and your own Peace 3 

Surcly our loſs ro her was greateſt gain, Y 

For crown'd 1n Heaven ſhe ever ſhall remain : 

No fighs, no groans, now from her do come; 

| Bur everlaſting joycs are intheir room. 

| She now without controul no queſtion ſings 

| Eternal praiſes to the King of Kings 3 

She now enjoys that ever bleſſed face, 

[in hopes whereof ſhe run a happy race ; 

' She now hath chang'd her crofles for a Crown, 

| Her bed of weaknels for a Royal Throne, 

| 


| Farewel ( bleſt Saint ) farewel7 to thee well haſte; 
For, till we meet in Heaven, we cannot reſt. 
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But now ( dear friends ) let's'mourn in hope, and weep, |. 


Thomas Brooks of Margarets | 
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A WORD to the 


KEEADER 


OIW, Reader, if you pleaſe tocaft a Lock, 
| [N Or ſpend ſome ſpare time on this lirtle Book, 
ind in it any thing that's good do view, 

!Then challenge it, for it belongs to you ; 
What's weak,or worthleſs in it, that decline, 


And paſs it by, 1 challenge that for mine, 
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To an Inheritznce incorruptible 
and nndefiled, . and that fadeth 
aot away, reſerved in Heaven 
for you. 


Beloved, 


F 
Have cholen this Text upon 
a double ground. 

1. To make a diverſion of 
immoderate {orrow and grief 
from my own Spirit, and yours, who 
are moſt nearly concerned in this 
{ad Tols: And 


| ind | 
-. 2; Becaule it will afford us matter 
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4 moſt ſaitable to the bleſed fine wid 


| 


condition. of this glorified Saifit, at 
whole Funeral we are _ met. 

Inthe Inſcription, ver. 1, 2. you 
have firſt a Holy "oft hewing, 
Firſt, by whom this Epiſtle was writ- 
ten, viz. Peter an Apoſtle of Feſus 
Chriſt, Secondly, to whom it was 
written. Now they are deſcribed two 
ways: Firſt, by their outward con- 
dition ; Strangers ſcattered thr6ugh- 
out Pontus, Galatia, Capadocia, A- 
fra and Bythintz. - There are divers 
' Opinions about theſe Strangers, but 
the moſt common and received OPt1- 
nion among the. learned, is, that 
i Peter wrote this Epiiile to che con- 
| verted Jews, ſcattered through the 
Provinces in A/ia, who mer 'with 
{much Oppoſition and Aﬀiction for 
 the'Golpels fake. . Secondly, They 
are de{cribsd by their A1piritual 
and” inward condition, which 1s fet 
forth, 

1. By the fundamental cauſe gf 
it, to wit, EleCtion-of God: 


| 


Etification of the Spirit, unto obedi- | 


ENCE. 
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2. By che final cauſe, to kd faw 1 
__ 5. By] C 


reſerved till laſt. . 


3. By the ſubſervient cauſe, 
wir, Reconciliation, conferred in 
{ obedience, and ſprinkling 6f the 
blood of Jelus Chriſt. | 

| In the third verie you have, 1. A 
very ſtately Proem, and (uch as can 
hardly be match' d again 3 Bleſſed 
be the God, and Father of our” Lord 
Feſus Chr iſt. 2. You have Regene- 
ration or effectual calling, delcri- 
bed ; and thar, 

Firſt, by the principal Efficient 
cauſe thereof, which is, God the Fa- 
ther of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 

' 2. By the impullive caule there- 
of, the mercy of God, which is de- 
ſcribed by rhe quantity of it; abup-. 


Aant. 


| of, a lt vely Hope,( the ſingular cauſe / 
whereof is ſhewed to be the reiar- 
recion of Jeſus Chriſt: from' the. 


ro 
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3. By the immediate effeQrhere: |. 
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Dead : ) now hope is called $ lively: eats 
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Pecaule ir chears,* comforts 
and revives the Soul : It brings, it 
| breeds, 1t feeds, 1t preſerves 1piri- 
tual life in the foul : This lively hope 
is ike Myrt: [irs his ſhield, which at- 
'rer the ule he had of itin the field, 
[Þ aving ic with him at Sea, and Cuf. 
fering Shipwrack, it ſerved him for 
| 1 Boat to waft him to ſhore, and fo 
preierved his life: This lively hope 
is a Shield on ſhore, and an Anchor 
at Sea. 

3. Iris calcd a lively Hope, 1n 
oppolitton to the fading, withering, 
Tymg hopes of Hypocrites ,, and 
To". 8, 13, | Propnane perlons, Whoſe hope is as a 
Lt. ch.t1.|Spiders Web, the crackling of thorns 
WU. Cle27 | p;der a Por, and the giving up of the 
P-ov IN Ghoſt. 

COY.LI.7, 

_- A Chriſtians hope is not like that 
of Pandora, which may flie out of 
the box, and bid the ſoul farewel ; 

no, it is like the Morning light, the 
leaſt beam of it ſhall commence in- 
to a compleat ſun-ſhine ; it is Aurora 
"5H candii, and it ſhall ſhine forch brigh- 
+ {ter and brighter, till perfect day : 

: [but the Hypocrites bones the pre? 
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ſumptuous |. 
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| reſerved till laſt. 
/ymptuous finners hope, is like a| 
cloud, or the morning dew. 

| Now in my Text you have the 
Object about which this /:zvely Hope | 
is Exerciſed, and that is, an Inheri- 
tance moors tu ptible, and undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away, ( what thele 
words import, I ſhall ſhew you 
when I ſhall open that Doctrine 
which I intend to {tand -upon at this 
t1me) reſerved in Heaven for you. 

There are three Heavens, the firſt 
1s Calum Aerinm , the Atery Hea- 
ven, where the Fowls of Heaven 
| do file; the ſecond. is Calum Aſtrife- 
rum, where the Stars of Heaven are ; 
and the third is Celum Beatoritm, the 
Heaven of the Bleſled, where God 
appears in eminency, and where 
Chriſt ſhines in glory; and this is 
the Heaven the Text {peaks of. 

The Text will afford ſeveral 
points, but I ſhall only name one, 
which I intend to ſtand on at this: 
time, and that is this. 

Doct. That God reſerves the beſt - 
, b [ and greateſt favours and bleſſrngs 
1 for Beltevers, till they come to hea: | 
| -. VEN» B 4 Now! 
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Now I ſhall prove this Propoſi- 


| tion by an induction of Particulars, 


and then give you the Realons of it, 


[I will begin with the Inheritance 


ſpoken of in the Texr. 


ved for Believers til they come to 
Heaven ; this is clear and fair in the 
Text, yer I ſhall make rhis'further 
out to you thus. 

Firſt, The Inheritance reſerved 
for Believers till they come to Hea- 
ven, is a PUrE, undefited and incor- 
ruptible Inheritance, it is an Inhe- 
ricaace that cannot be dehled nor 
 blemiſhed with abuſe one way or 
another ; other inhericances may and 
often are, with oaths, cruelty, blood, 
deceir, cc. The Greek Word Ami- 
antos ſignifies a precious ſtone, which 
rhough It be never {o much ſoiled, 
yet 1t c2nnot be blemiſhed nor de- 
led ; yea,the oftner you caſt it into 
the fire, and take jt out, the more 
clear, bright and ihiniug ic is: All 
earthly Inherirances are true Gar- 
dens of Adcnis, where we can ga- 
pee nothing but trivial flowers, 

{ur- 


1. The beſt Inheritance 1s reler- i 
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{/erved, 1s from Tipio Tereo ) which 
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eat. att. Y 


33 F 
lurrourided with many Briars ,| Gen. 3.18-Þ 
Thorns and Thiſtles : O the hands, | 11. 23-9% 
the hearts, the thoughts, the lives, 
that have been dehiled, {tained, and 
polluted with earthly inheritances ! 
O the impure love, che carnal con- 
fidence, the vain boaſtings, the ſen- 
lual joys, rhat earthly inheritances 
have filled and defiled poor fouls 
with ! all earthly Inheritances, they 
are no better than the Cities which 
| Solomon gave to Hiram, which he |1Kin.9.13 
called Gabul, that is to ſay, difplea- 
ſing, or dirty ; the world doth but 
'durt, and duit us. But 

Secondly, Iris a fure, a ſecure in- 
(heritance; Toan Tnheritance reſerved 
lin Heaven for you. See the Text, the 


Greek word that 1s here rendered re- 


| 1gnifies to keep follicirouſly, to xeep 


as with watch and ward ; this inhe-Þ © 8 
ritance is kept and tfecured to us, | Heb, 6212 | 
by promiſe, by power, by blood, |-:.- 
| by oath, and therefore -muit needs ome 


Po PET ut K - 33 dt «| 
be ſure; it is neither {1n, nor- Satan, Eph. 2. 6. 
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nor the World, that can pur a-Chri; | 1&4, 
(tian by this tahericance, Chrilt hath |". :. 
| B 5 | als 


— — 


— — ——— —__ — — cc 


34 The beſt Things | 
$4Joh. 14. 1, already taken poſſeſſion of it in| 
SEX their .names, 
| | and 10 It 15 ſecure to them ; 
3: | nels can overcome ſtrength, 1mpo- 
{this in-| tency omnipotency, then may a 
er w Chriſtian be kept out of his Inheri- 
pt hh. trance, but not till then ; bur earthly 

[nheritances, mtg; Are not {ure, they 


S, IC 
low often doth 


iohrhap- are not {ſecure : 
jy go the! 
& Flame way 
Paradiſe 

- $did, 


weakeſt go to the wall ! how many 
are kept out, and how many are 
caſt out of their Inhericances, by 
power, policy, cruelcy ! Ic was 
a complaint of old, -our Inheritance 
is turned to ſtrangers, our Houles to 
Aliens, Lam. 5. 2. | 
Thirdly, Iris a permanent, a laſt- 
ing Inheritance : To an Inberitance 
incorruptible,, undefiled, and that fa- 
deth not away. The Greek word ( A- 
marantos) 1s the proper name of a 
flower, which is full, freſh and green 
after it hath a long. time hung | up in 
the houle : It 1s an Inheritance that 
ſhall continue as long as. God hin 
{elf continues: Of this Inheritance 
' there ſhall be no end ; — other. 
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and in their rOOMB,! 
if weak - | 


might overcome peril and the! 


| | Ioheri: { 
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3. reſerved tilt laſt. _.-:$ 

| laheritances may be laſting, yer] - 

they are not everlaſting ; thought 
(tometimes) it belong before they 
have an end, yet they have an enq'z 
where is the glory of the Chaldean, 
Perſian, Grecian and Roman King- zloria 
doms ? but the glory of Believers | 4j. 
' ſhall never fade, nor wither, it {hall 
never grow old, nor ruſty, 1 Pet. 5. 
4. And when the chief ſhepherd ſhall 
appear, ye ſhall receive a Crown: of 
Glory, which faqeth not away ; a Be- 
lievers Inheritance, his glory, his 
happineſs, his. bleflednels, thall be 
as frefh and flouriſhing after he hath. 
been many thoutand thouſands of 4 
years in Heaven, as it was at his |r Tim. 84 
\Arit entrance intoit; earthly inhert- [179. $ 
'rances are like Tennis'Balls, which 
| are bandied up and down from one 
| 
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ro another, and in time wore our. 
The Creature 1s all ſhadow and va- 
nity, It is ( filzz nottis ) like Fonab's | 
Gourd, man can fit under irs ſha-'| 
dow but a little, little while ; it ſoon | 
decays and dyes, wi quickly. fades 
land withers; thereis a worm art the | 
root of all earthly Inheritances, thar! 

Ft, will 
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will conſume them in time ; all| 
earthly comforts and contents are 
bur like a fair Picture that its drawn 
upon the Ice, which continueth not, 
or like the morning cloud, that foon 
paſſeth away ; but a Believers Inhe- 
rizance endureth for ever ; when this 
World ſhall be no more, when time 
ſhall be no more, the Inheritance of 
the Saints ſhall be freſh, fAlouriſh- 
ins and continuing : Neſcio quid 
erit, quod iſta vita non erit ; ubi Iucet 
gasd non capiat locus; ubi ſonat, quod 
non rApit tempus; ubi olet, quod non 
ſpargit flatas; ubi ſapit, quod non mi- 
nuit edacitas ; ubr heret, quod non di- 
vellit aternitas, laid Auguſt ine: What 
will that life be'? or rather, what 
will. not that life be, ſince all good 
either 1s not at all, or isin ſuch a 
life ? light, which place cannotcom- 
prehend ; voices and mulick, which 
time cannot raviſh away z odours, 
which are never diſt pared ; a feaſt 
which is never conſumed ; a bleſhng, 
| which eternicy beſtoweth, but eter- 


nity ſhall never {ee ar an end z'$0'} 
Lchis, all this is the heritage of-all 


| Gods Fac obs. k Fourthly, 


es adn Fa” 


. 


** 


b ay" 


—— 


_ 
. ——OyuC 


or 


_ — 


Ace 
-— —w—— 


tr. th 


reſerved till laſt 


Fourthly, [t is the freeſt Jnheri- 
tance, it is an inheritance "that is 
free from all vexation and moleſtati- 
on; "there ſhall be no fin to mole 
the {oul, nor no Devil to vex the 
foul ; there {hall be no pricking 


houle of 1/-ae! ; there ſhall be no Fe- 
buſites to be as pricks in your eyes, 
and thorns in your ſides; there ſhall |! 
be no crying, O my bones! O my | 


O the oppreſſion of that man! &«. 
No, they ſhall have a Crown with- 
out thorns, a Role without prickles, 


incumbrance ; this Inheritance flows 
from free love, and is freely offered, 
though the foul hath neither money 


[nor money worth ; there 1s nothing, 


there 1s nat the [= -aft thing about this 
inheritance, that is purchaled, or 
paid for by us; it isall frank, it isall 
free; it is all of grace : Here is ſuch 
an anheritance, that no eye ever law, 
that.no mortal ever poſſeſt, and that 
for nothing, it is freely offered, and 


now 


Briar, nor grieving Thorn unto the 


bowels ! O the deceit of this man ! # 


and an Inheritance without the leaſt 


| Iſa. 64+ 4» 
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mu veely given, Acts 20. 32. And | 
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The beſt *1 hings 


Brethren, I commend you to God, and 
to the Word of his grace, which is able 
to build you np, Ftogive you an tahert- 
tance among all them which are ſantti- 
fied. AN is mercy, all 15 of free mer- 
cy, that God alone may have the 
glory. Other Inheritances they have 

their Incumbrances. O the vexa- 
tions, the moleſtarions that do at- | 
tend them ! O the debares,. the di- 
{putes, the Law-luits, that are about 
earthly Inherirances, tuch as have 
made. many a man to £0 with a hea- 
vy hearr, and empty purie, and a | 
thread-bare coat z which made T he. | 
miſtocles profe!s, that if two ways | 
were{hewed him,one to hell, and rhe 

other TO the Bar, he would decline | 
'thar which did lead to the Bar,. and 


m— 


— ——— 


| 
al 


| chaſe thar which went to Hell. | 


Fiichly, {ris an inheritance that 1s 
univer'aliy Commu nicable, to Jews, | 

" toGemtiles, to bend to free, to rich, 
13- TO POT, t9 high, to low, to male, to 


O thatex- , ferr.ale,Gal.3.28,29. T here is neither 
cellent In- 

herirance, faith Bernard, ( Non angyftior multitudune be- 
-- ) whoſe portions are not ſcanted by reafon of the 


20 pumocr and muliutude of Co-heirs. 
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Jew nor Greek, , chrs i is neither bond 


nor free, there is neither male nor fe- 
male, for ye are all one m Chriſt Feſus : 
And if ye be Chriſts, then are ye 

Abrahams ſecd, and heirs according 
to the promiſe, Among men, all tons 
and daughters be not Heirs, yet all 


Gods children, be rhey ſons, be 


they daughters, be they bond, or 
free, &c. they are all heirs, withous 
exception. Jehaſaphat gave his youn- 
ger ſons preat gifts of ſiluer and old, 
and of fable things, with fenced G- 


ties, but the Kingdom gave he to Fe-. 


horam, becauſe he was the firſt born. 
And Avraham gave gifts to the relt 
of his 'ons, bur 1ſzac only had the 
Inheritance. In ſome Countries all 
children b2 not heirs, but fons on- 
ly; and in other Countreys not all 
ons, bur the eldeſt ſons alone; ufu- 
ally | men divide their earthly Inhe- 
ritances, ifall the ſons be heirs, ſome 
inherit one place, others, others ; : 
bur- bere the whole Inheritance is 
enjoyed by every Child ; here every 
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4 child 4s an.heir to all, and hath right | 
1 £0 all. ln earthly laheritances, the 


Rom.8.1' 


| 2 Chron. | 
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40 . The beſt Things 
more you divide, the lels is every 
ones part; but this Inheritance is] 
not diminiſhed by the multitude of | 
polleſſors, nor impaired by the num-|. | 
ber of co-heirs, it is as much to ma- | * 
ny, as to a few, and as great to one| |, 
,as to all ; nota room, nota manſion, | | 
not a walk, not a flower, nota Jewel, | _| 
not a box of Myrrhe, but whar is 
1 common. to all; not a {mile, not a| }. 
j g00d- word, not a tweet look, not 
a'Robe, not a diſh, not a delicate, 
not a pleaſure, not a delight, bur | 
1s aniverlaliy communicable, and 
aniverſally fit for all the thouſands, | 
millions of chouiands that are heirs 
-| of this Inheritance ; If there be a! 
4*|thou'and together, every one lees 
\ Jas much of the Sun, hears as much | 
of the tounds, [mells as much of the ! 


| {weet, as he (hould do if there were |; 


£ 
i... 


4 "_ 


\ 


no - more tHfan himſelf alone; So! 
here. , | 
Sixthly and laſtly, Ir is a ſoul- [a= 
HE inheritance ; he that hath'i it 
t down and lay, I have e- 
{nough, 1 have all. ra, one Maſter| 
[fi 5 the ſervant, and asone Fa-} (| 
thert | 


. —_—_—_— — tit FO —_— 
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reſerved till laſt. 


ther farisfies the Child, and as one 


| Husband {ſatisfies the Wife, {o one 


| God, one Chriſt, one Inheritance 


ſatisfies the believing Soul, P/al. 16. 


| C—— — 


” 


5, 6. The Lord is the Portion of mine 
inheritance, and of my cxp., tho matn- 
taineſt my lot. The lines are faln un- 
to mein a pleaſant place, yea, I have a. 


goodly heritage. Will an inheritance 
| of glory tatisfie them 7 why this my 


ſhall have ; 1 Fohn 3. 3. Col. 
wal an Inheritance of power w_ 
dominion fatisfie them 5 why this 
they ſhall have, 1 Cor. 3.21. Al 
things are yours, &c. Mat, 19. 28. 


1 Cor. 6. 2, 3, &c. Will Abrahams 
Boſlome fatisfie you ? | 


why this you ſhall have, Si atiu&*preter Deum| 
Luke 16. 22. The bo- halt, nee atiud pleneÞ 


ſom is the place where 79/40, nc; Deam, Dens| 
qui” non aeficit , ſolus] 2 

mibi ſufficit. Eufeb. Nt-$ 
= | 


love lodges all her chil- 
dren; the bolom is the remb, 
place of delight and 1a- 

risfaction, and this you ſhall have 
nay, you | ſhall have a better, a,chot- 
cer,'a tweeter boſom to lolace your 
fouls in, than Abrahams, to wit, he, 


writ of Jelus Chriſt, which will el / 
be, y 


Habet om 
na, qui ha-P 
bit baben- 
tem Omnid. 
Aug. 
Gen.33-11 
I have e- 
nough,ſays. 


Facob. 


& wv» |. 
Li chol. F 
'T have all. þ 
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be a Paradiſe of pleaſure and. de- 
ligh to you. Will Chriſts beſt-robe ?. 
| will his own Signet put upon you, 
 fatisfie you ? why this you ſhall 
| have. Will .ir fatisfie you-ro be 
| where Chriit-is, and to fare as Chriſt 
fares, and wear as Chriſt wears, and 
enjoy. as Chriſt enjoys ? why this 
you (hall have, 7oh. 12.26. Whert 
I am, there ſhall alſo my ſervant be ; 


ther honour. If all theſe things: will 
ſatisfie fouls, then ſurely the Inhe- 
[ritance reſerved in Heaven for 
: {them will fatisfie them : for that In- 
heritance takes in thele things, and 
| Azzyf. de many more, The good things that 
q iriplici ba- this Inhericance is made up of, are- 
94, caP-4. ſo many, that they exceed number, 
This the '{q great, that they exceed meaſure, 
of Bs: ſo precious, that they are above all 
bilon, eſtimation; and therefore it -muſt 
L] Charles the needs be a toul-fatisfying - Inheri- 
{ fth, and; tance. 
orhers But 'now all other Inhericances 
they. cannot fatisfie the heart -of 
man 3'Eccleſ. 5. 10. He that loveth 
flver,fhall nor be ſatisfied with ſulver, 
"il = ( | | | 4 A 
_ w__ _ I — 1 


bo 
v 


| 


CT ; 2 | 
(if any man ſerve me, him will my Fa- 


' 7 ” 
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\ — *reſerved fill laſt. 


| mar he that loveth abundance, with in- 
| EFeaſe ; this 1s alſo vanity, . If you 


: 
: 
: 


pleaſe you may read the words near- 


| rer the Original, thus ; Te that loverth 


OF = 


L ſilver,ſhall not be ſatisfy cd with ſilver, 
and he that loveth ir, in the mwulti- 
tude of it, ſhall not have fruit ;, it is 
the love of ſilver that is the milchicf 
of it ; it is the love of ſilver that 
makes men un(atished with fiiver : 
Such a man will ſtill be adding 
houſe to houſe, land to land, bag 
to bag, and heap to heap, and yer 
after all, be ſtil] un{atished. Ber- 
ard compareth ſuch a man to one 
that being very hungry, gapeth con- 
tinually for wind, with which he 
'may be puffed, but. cannot be fil- 
led and farisfied ; and forthe ſame Au- 
thor eltewhere faith well, ( Anima 
rationalts ceteris omnibus occupari po- 
teſt,tmpleri non poteſt ;,) The realon- 
able ſoul may be buſied abayt other 
things, but it cannot be filled with 
them. They can no more fill up 


fill ap the whole Ocean: They can 


no' more flatisfie the deſires of the 
EY ſoul, | 


| 


the. foul, than a drop of water can| 


Beyn. 

Traft. de 
diligendo 
Deun. £3. Þ 
Bern. Hom. 
Mat. 19-17 
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2Ki 21,. hot bove.: Anorher 
EF becauſe he * 'can- | 


IJ 7 |yot get' his' neiphbours Inheritdnce:- ; 


violent Fever ; nay, as Oyl increas; 
{es the flame of the fire, 1o the more: 
a man hath of the World, the more. 


his heart is enflamed afrer ic, When | 


Ale. xander had conquered the known 
pare of the World, ( lay ſome ) he 
tate down, and wiſh'd for another 
World to conquer. Charles the'fifth 
\.|Emperour of Germany,” ( whom 
j- of all men the World judged moſt 
| happy ) cried out with deteſtation 

to all his Honours, Pleaſures, Tro- 
| phies, Riches, ( Abite hinc, abite 
lenge, ) ger you hence, let ms hear 
LY no more 0 


you ; they could not 
\fatisfhe him, they could not quiet 


2 Rings 7. him. Such things that a fancy, a 
7 


conceir, an ungrounded fear will 
[rob a man of che comfort of, can ne- 
ver ſatisfe him 3 but fach are al] 
worldly enjoymeNts. One man' will 
nor live,- becauſe his Dalzlah. will 
with Ah Abab will 
be ſick 'and die, 


| Arlother wiſhes himſelf dead;* be- 


we 


————-__ 


; "4B hy 


-" : 


1oul, than a few drops of warer- can. 
the thirſt of a man enflamed with aÞT 


caufe \ 


> hk. 
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reſerved tili laſt. 


ſr 


F 


bo : 


Heaven, 


cauſe his-commodities lie dead on | 
his hands. Another with Haman can 
{find no ſweetneſs in all his enjoy- 
-| ments, becauſe Morgdeca: fits at the 
As thoſe things which 
delude a man, can never larishe 
Fbim ; butthe World deludes a man, 
\].and puts cheats upon him ; 
miles a man pleaſure, and pays him 
'with pain ; it promiſes profit, ( af 
this will T give thee, ) and pays him 
with lots ; lols of God, of Chriſt, of 
Peace of Conſcience, of comfort, of 
of Happineſs, of all; 
+ | promiſes contentment, and fills him 
c and therefore can 
«| never fatisfie the ſoul of man, &c. 
But the inheritance relferved in 
Heaven, that will iatisfie 3 it will} 
attord nothing that may offend 
ſoul, it will yield every thing that 
may delight the foul, :that may quier 
and-tatisfie the loul ; 
is moſt (evident, 7 hat the beſt Tnhe-| 
Trance 7s reſerved for the Samts till| 
| come.to Heaven: But; | 
Þ's Secondly, As the beſt inheritance; 
kg beſt reſt is-re{erved for Be- 


Kings gate. 


with torment, 
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|chis life is full of trials, full of 
troubles, and fail of changes': Sin 
within, and Satan and the World 
without, will keep a Chriſtian from 
reſt, till he comes to reſt in-the bo- 
lom of Chrit. The life of a Chri- 
{Fian is 4 race; and what reft have 
chey that are {till a running their 


ES Oor. Bay race ? the life of a Chriſtian is a 


warfare, and what reſt have they 


4+ | 

1 Tim. 1. |chat are ſtil] engaged in a conſtant 

24.18. warfare? the life of a Chriſtian is 
Plal. 119. 


che life of a Pilgrim, and what reſt 


E [Heb.1r.1;| Bath a Pilgrim, who 1s ſtill a tra- 


velling from place to place ? A 
Pilgrim is like Voa*s Dove, thar 
'could find no re{t for the ſole of 
her foot ; the fears, the ſnares, the 
\ cares, the changes. Cc. that attend 
| Believers in this World, are ſuch 
that will keep them from. taking up 
[their reft here. A Chriſtian hears 
that word always founding in his 


Ter. 50- $.| ears; Ariſe, for this is not thy reſting 


place. A man may as well expe 


\ {rofind Heaven in Hell, as expect to 
find reſt in- this World. It was the}. 


| com: 


TIT — 
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[\ lievers till they come to Heaven ; Þ 
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| reſerved till laſt. . 47 
.: complaint of Ambroſe ; Quid tn hac | Ambroſe de ; 
"TJ uit4nonexr pertmur adverſe 4 QLuas nn | frae Yeſur- FT. 


procellas tempeſt at eſque perpertamu# ? Ae: 
uthus non exagitamur incommodis? 
Cujus parcitur meritts ? What mile- 
ry dd we not undergo in this life Z 
what ſtorms and trempeſts do we 
nat endure? with what troubles are 
we not tolled ? whoſe worth is 
{pared ? Mans ſorrows begin when | 
his dayes begin, and his forrows are 
multiplied, as his days are mulripli- 
ed ; his whole life is but one conti- 
nued grief, labour wears him, care 
tears him, fears trols him, lolles vex 
him, dangers trouble him, croſles 
dilquict him, nothing pleaſes him 3 
in the day he wiſhes, would God ir 
were night, and in the night, 
would God it wereday ; before he 
riles he ſighs, before he waſhes] 
he weeps, before he feeds he fears, 
under all his abundance he 1s 1n 


ficiency he is in ſtraits : his heart, ! Gy,gop./ 


| as.Gregory \yſſene ipeaks, (on tans '  Arjen.? tn. 


thm gaudet 1 in 115 qu, babetr, quantum Ezoleſs”- 
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watts, and in the midſt of his ſuf- | Job.20.22Þ.4 


triftatur ob ea que deſunt,) 1s notlo; * Hom, TY Þ 
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others uſt1- 
{ derſtand 


: 


much quieted in thoſe things which | 4 
it hath, as ir is tormented for thoſe 
things which ichathnot. In a word, 

all the reſt we have in this world, is 
but a very ſhort nap to that plorious 
reſt that is rel{erved in heaven for us. 

Heb. 4.9, 10. There remaineth there- 
fore a reſt to the People of God; for he 
that is entred into his reſt, he alſa hath. 
ceaſed from his own works, as God did 
from his ;, there remains areſt to the 
people of God, or as the Greek hath 
it, a Sabbatiſm, a Celeſtial Reſt, an 
eternal, Reſt, a Sabbath that ſhall ne- 
| ver have end. When God had made 


'' man, we read that the next day he 


reſted ; And why 1s this tet down, 
{faith pi elmr, ( Niſt per hoc veller 


the rext Of ;z7yuere, quod lum poſt cujus creatio- 
a celeſtial | 


= && 


n 
Pte Lite 


| C. 9. 


————— 


Aminoſiu 
Vane! 
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nem requevit, ad requiem fecit ?) but 
that the Spirit of God would ſthew 
| unto us, that Cod made him for 
| reſt, after the making of whom God 
is {aid to have reſted ? Reſt is a 
Jewel very defirable: on Earth, bat. 
we {hall not wear it in our bofames 
till we come to Heaven. Ambroſe 
well oblerves, that ſex dievus mun-: 


| aus | 


| 
| 


| 


: 
: 


| 
| 


reſe roed till lat. 


dus eft fatus, ſeptimo requietum eſt 
die ; ultra mundum ergo eſt quies, ultra 

mundum etiam fruttus qwetis:) Tn llx | 
daysthe World was made, on the te- 

venth day there was reſt ;- it is be- 

yond this World therefore that-reft | 
is, and it is beyond this World that | 
the fruit of reſt is to be had. I ſhall 
ſhew you (obſerving brevity) theex- 
cellency of that reſt that is reſerved 
for Believers in Heaven. 

As firſt, it is a ſuperlative reſt, a 
reſt that infinitely exceeds all earth- 
ly reſt; all other reſt 1s' not to' be 
named in the day wherein this reſt 
is ſpoken of. Some have purchaſed 
re(t ( for a time ) with filver :and |} 
gold, but this is a reſt that-all the 
gold and (ilver in the World can ne- 
ver purchaſe; over this reſt is writ- 
ren,not the price of gold, but theprice 
of blood; yea, the price of the beſt 
and nobleſt blood that ever run in 
veins: that reſt we have here muſt 
needs be a poor low-prized reſt, (bs; 
multa cautela cuſtoditur ſalus corpo- 
ris, Ciſtodita etiam amittitur, amifſa 
cum gravi labore reparatur, & tamen 
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{ paſſing away, our lives are full of 


| then )) they will cry our, Reſt, reſt, 


| Rev.14.13 
F w WS. IS 6] 


— 


reparatain dubio ſemper eſt,) where 
the health of the body is prelerved 
with much watchfulneſs, being pre- 
lerved, is alſo loſt; being loſt, is re- 
covered with much labour, and yet 
being recovered, is alwayes in dan- 
ger, and doubtfulneſs what will be- 
come of it : our eſtate in this world 
is not a fixed eſtate, what then is 
| our reſt? our very livipg is but a| 


troubles, and they fill our ſouls full 
of unquietnels. Aﬀter the Trojans 
had. been toſſing and wandring 1n 
the Mediterranean Sea, as foon as| 
they eſpied /taly,they cried our with | 
exulring joy, /raly, Italy : And lo 
when Saints, after all their roſlings 
and reſtleſnelſs in this World, ſhall 
| come to Heaven, then ( and not till 


{no reſt to this reſt. Bur 

Secondly, The reſt relerved in 
Heaven for Believers, it is an uni- 
verlal reſt, areſt from all ſin, and a 
reſt from ali ſorrow ; a reſt from all 
afflictions, and a reſt from all temp- 
rations 3 a reſt from all oppreſſion, 
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reſerved till lat. 


and a reſt from all vexation; a reſt : 
trom all labour and pains, from all 
trouble and travel, from all aches, 
weakneſles and diſeaſes; there is no- 
crying out, Oh my Bones! Omy 
back ! O my bowels! O my fides! 
O my head ! O my heart ! Ourreſt; 
here 1s only m part, and imperfect 
here we have reſt in one part, and 


i4n the bones; here many return us 


| here is imperfect, and incompleat, 


pain 1n another ; quiet in one part, 
'and torment in another ; ſometimes 
| when the head is well, the heart is 
'fick; and fomerimes when there is 
'peace inthe Conlcience,there is pain 


{hatred for our love, and this hin- 
ders our reſt; here we are apt to 
create cares and fears to our ſelves, 
'\rather than we will want them, and 
this hinders our reſt; here we are 
to take offence, ( thongh none be 
given) and this hinders our reſt ; 
ſometimes we have reſt abroad, 
and none at home; ſometimes reſt 
athome, and none abroad ; our reſt 


bur our reſt in Heaven ſhall be moſt 


| Io. -—Af 2 _per-; 


Very apt to give offence, and as apt "i T1+9. 


1 Cor. 10» 
32. 
Job. 9. 13, 


Pſal.33.20 5 
Plal. 109.4] / 8 
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Pſal.40.12 
2 Cor. 12. 


7, 8, 9- 


Pſ. 30-6,7- 
Cant. 3. 5. 


ch. Fc 


Job. 3. 255 
29, CO 


Quid eſt alind hic naſci, 
nifſs ingredi laborioſam vi- 
tam ? Aug. * Whats It 
elſe ro be born here, 
than to . enter 
'rroableſome life ? 


perfect and compleat ; there the in- 
ward and the outward man ſhall be 
both at reſt, &c. But 

Thirdly, Ic is an uninterrnpted 
reſt, it is a reſt that none can inter- 
rupt ; here ſometimes ſin interrupts 
our reſt ; ſometimes remptations in- 
terruprt our reſt; tometimes divine 
withdrawings interrypt our reſt ; 
ſometimes the fudden changes and 
| alterations that God makes in our 
conditions, interrupt our 
reſt : Sometimes the 
power, and {ometimes 
the poiicy, and ſome- 
rimes the cruelty of 
wicked men interrupts 
our re{t ; ſometimes the 
friends, ſometimes the 
of friends, ſometimes 


into a 


| croſſneſs of 
LenateFalnoſir 


| the loſs of friends, and fometimes 


[the death of friends interrupts: our 
-reit, one thing or another 1s ſtill in- 
' terrupting our reſt : O but in Hea- 
| vea there ſhall be no fin, no:De- 
| vil, nofinner, no falle friend 3 there 

ſhall be nothing, there ſhall not be' 

the leaſt ching that may interrupt a 
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Saints reſt, indeed Heavencould not 
not be Heaven, did it admir'of any 
thing that might interrupt a Saints 
reſt. Heaven is above all winds and | 
weather, ſtorms and rempeſts, eatth- |} * 
quakes and heart- -quakes; there is 
only that which is amiable and de- 
frable, there is nothing to cloud a | 
Chriſtians joy, or to interrupt a 
Chriſtians reſt; when once a foul 
is aſleep in the boſom of Abraham, | 
none can awake him, none can mo- 
let or diſturb him, here is joy with- | | 
out iorrow, bleſſednels without mi- | 
tery, heal Ith without ficknels, light-j # 
without darknelſs,* abundance with- | |! 
out want, beauty wichout deformi- | 
' 


ty, honour without diſgrace, eale | 

without labour, and peace without | # 
tnterruption or perturbation ; here |] 
ſhall be eyes wirhourt tears, hearts: | 
withour fears, and ſouls without fin ; | # 
here ſhall be no evil to moleſt the: 
{oul, here ſhall be all good to chear: 
the fool, and all happinels to fatis- 
he the Soul ; and whar then can |: 
| polhbly incerrupt the reſt of the: 
foul ? | But 
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aitah : 
2 Sam. 12. 
2.5, 


ULvk.15.25 
of Pial. 73, 
] 3+---21,. 
pr Job. 21.7, 
| 8,9,10,11, 
| 12, 13,14+ 


Fourthly, As 1t is an uninterrupt- 
ed reſt, ſo it is a 2171S 4 


ESL? Et 
reſt peculiar to Sons, to Saints, to 


eirs, to beloved ones, P/a/. 127.2. 


Hebrew hath it ) dearing, or dear 
beloved, quiet reſt, without care or 
{orrow ;, the Hebrew word ({ RIP 
Shena ) 1s written with Na quiet 
dumb letter (which isnot ulual ) to 
denote the more-quietnefs and reſt : 
.his reſt is a Crown that God lets 
only upon thehead of Saints; it 15a 
Gold Chain that ke only puts about 
his Childrens necks ; it is a Jewel 
that he only hangs between his be- 
!oveds breaſts; it is a Flower that 
ne only ſticks tn his darlings bo- 
loms ; this reſt is a Tree of Life that 
is proper and peculiar to the inha- 
bitants of that heavenly Countrey ; 


men have their good things, their 
peace, their reſt, their quiet, Cc. 
their Heaven, whilſt the p 
God are troubled and diiquieted on 
every ſide; but the day is a coming 


So he gives his beloved reſt, (or as the | 


it is Childrens Bread, and ſhall ne- |} 
ver be given to Dogs: here wicked. 


people of 
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wherein the Saints ſhall have reſt, 


and ſinners ſhall never have a good 
day more, never have an hours reſt 
more ; their torments ſhall be end- 
leſs and ealelels. The old World 


had their _ time, but at laſt 


Patience and Juſtice tired and abu- 
{ed, put a period to their reſt, by 
( walhing and ) {weeping them to 
Hell with a flood ; and then Noah 
and thole righteous fouls that were 


with him, had;their time of reſt and |- 


peace; and fo ſhall it be with ſinners 
and Saints at laſt, ©c. Bur. 


Fifchly, The reſt reſerved for the 
Saints in Heaven, as it 1s a peculiar 


reſt, fo ir is areſt that is univerfally | 


communicable to all the Sons and 


Daughters of God; 4nd to you who 
are troubled, reſt with us, ſaith the 


Apoſtle Parl, reſt with us, with us 
Apoſtles, with us Saints; and with 
all the Family of Heaven together. 
Here {ome Saints are at liberty, 
when others are in Prilon ; here 
lome fir under their own Vines, and 


drink the blood ofthe Grape, whilſt | 


others have their blood poured . out 
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as water upon the ground, &c. bur 
in Heaven they ſhall al] have reſt to- 
ou ; the believing Husband and 
che believing wifeſhall reſt together, 
and believing Parents and believing 
Children (hall reſt together ; here 
one Relation hath reit when the 0- 
ther hath not, bur there they ſhall 
all reſt rogether ; there the painful 
Preacher, and the diligent Hearer 
thall reſt together ; there the graci- 
ons Maſter and the pious Servant 
(hall reſt rogether,&#c. Ifa.57. 2. He 
ſhall enter into pease, they ſhall reſt in 
their beds, each one walksng in his up- 
riohtneſs ; they ſhall reſt in their bas, 
or as ſome read ir, they ſhall reſt tn 
cheir Bee-hives, expreſſing the He- 
brew by the Larine, Cubile ſignifying 
a Bee-hive, as well as a Couch or 
Bed ; look, as the poor wearied Bees 
do reſt all together in their Bee- 
hives, in their Honey-houles, fo all 
the Saints ſhall reſt rogether in Hea- 
ven, which is their Bee- hive, their 
Honey- houſe 3 and O what a happy 
reſt will that be, when all the Saints 
£46 reſt together! Bur: 


Sixthly, 
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Sixthly and laſtly, Itis a perma- 


Inent and conſtant reſt; of this reſt | 


there ſhall be no end, it is a reſt 
| char ſhall lat as long as Heaven 
laſts; yea, as long as God himlelf 
j hall continue: time ſhall be no 
T.ore, and” this World ſhall beno 
more, bur this reſt ſhall remain for 
| ever ; the reſt of the people of God 
{ir this world is tranſient, it 1s in- 
| conſtant; now they have reſt, and 
| anon they have none ; now a calm; 
' preſently a ſtorm; now all is in 
Quiet, anon all is in an uproar ; their 
' reſt in this. World is like-a morning 
cloud, and the early dew, which 1s 
| foon dried up by the beams of the 
| Sun. Since God hath caſt man out 
of Paradile, out of his firſt reſt, he 
| can find bur little reft tn this.World; 
| {ometimes the unficnels of the Crea- 
ture troubles him, ſometimes the 
ficklenels of che creature vexes him, 
ſumetimes the treachery of the crea- 
ture enrapes him, and ſometimes 
the want of the creature diſtracts 
him-z when in- his heart he faith, 
Now I ſhall have reſt, now I fthall 
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> | be quiet, then troubles and changes 

cume ; fo that this whole life 1s 
rather a dreaming of reſt, than an 
enjoying of reſt: O! bur in Hea- 
ven the reſt of the Saints {hall have 
no end; there ſhall be nothing that 
can put a period to their reſt ; there 
{hall be every thing that may con- | 
duce to the perpetuativg of their 
reſt : Heaven would be bur a poor 
low thing, did it not afford a-perpe- 
tual reſt. 

Thirdly, As the beſt reſt, fo the 
beſt ſight and knowledge of God is 
Telerved for believers fill they come 
to Heaven. I readily grant, that 
|even in this World the Saints do 
«now the Lord inwardly, {piritu- 
ally, powerfully, feelingly, expe: 
rimentally, tfansformingly, praCti- 
{97 . | cally 3 but yer notwithſtanding al} 
1...» in Tir} £NiS, the beſt knowledge of God is 
* Ira, nivzt {reſerved for Heaven; which 1 ſhall}. 
igno:ur in| evidence by an induction of Parti 
Clos  culars, thus. 

1. They ſhall have the cleareſt 
knowledge and revelation of God 

in Heaven, Here our viſions of God 
are 
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are not clear,” and this makes many 
la child of light, to fir and figh in 
darkneſs. God veils himſelf, | he 
covers himielf with a Cloud ; man 
when he is ſilent” conceraing God, 
ſeemeth to be {omething, bur when 
he begins to ipeak of God, ir plain- 
(ly appears that he is nothing. 

Si,1011des Wing asked by Hiero 
che Tyrant, what God was, craved 
a day for to deliberate about an an- 
(wer ; butthe more he tfougit into 
che nature of God, The more difficult 
[he found it to expreſs : therefore 
{rhe next day after being queſtioned, 
'he asxed two days, the third day 
'he craved four, and fo from that 
time forth donbled the number; and 
being asked why he did {o, he an- 
{(wered, that the more he ſtudied, 
che leſs he was able ro define what 
he was ; fo incomprehenlible is his 
nature. 

Our viſions of God here are dark 
and obicure : Auguſtine asking the 
queſtion, what God 1s, gives in this 
an{wer, (certe hic eſt de quo Cf quum 
dicitur, non pote(t dici, quum-eſt ima- 
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tur non potest eſtimars, . quum compa- 
ratur, non poteſt comparari, quum 
| definitur, ipſe ſua definitione creſcit.) 
Surely it is he, who when he 1s {po- 
ken of, cannot be ſpoken of, who 
when he is conſidered of, cannot be 
' conſidered of, who when heis com- 
pared to any thing, cannot be com- 
pared, and when he is defined, grow- 
eth greater by defining of him. It 
is oblervable, thar ic was not the 
Lord which che Prophet Ezekzel' 


viſion it was not the glory of the 
Lord. which he law, bur the like- 
nels of it; nay, it was not the like- 
[neſs of it, but the appearance of the 
likeneſs of the glory of the Lord, 
that: made him fall on his face, as 
not being able to behold ir. Sin hath 
{o weakned, dazled, and darkened 
the eye of our {onls, that we cannot 
bear the ſight of the glory of the 
Lord, nor the likeneis of it, no nor 
the appearance of the likeneſs of 
iT, 
In the P/alms the Lord is ſaid to 
ride upon a Cherub : upon- which 


law, it was only a viſion; in the| 


words 


— 4 


— —” 


— a A. —_— 


A _ 


reſerved till laſt 61 | 


words one faith thus; ( Cheyub auippe | 0722. Mor. 

plenitudso ſcienti dicitur, protnde ju b 7: Co BS: | 
per plenitudinem ſcientie aſcendiſſe1 
perhibetur, quia Majeſt atis ejus plemi- 
tudinem ſcientia nulla comprehendit.) 
A Cherub ts ſo called, as being a ful- 
neſs of knowledge; and therefore is 
.God ſaid to- alcend above the ful- 
nels of knowledge, becauleno know: |: ey - 
ledge comprehendeth the fulnels of [1474 mn a: 
his Majeſty. —— 

Bar when Believers come to Hea- 

ven, then they ſhall have 
a more clear viſion, and In this life, (faith Ber-]' 
ſight of G8d;” 1 Cor. 13. 7474, (94 mira ſerenie: 
| 12. For now we ſee thorow we po py incc 
a glaſs, darkly, but then be wouderiul ſerenity, 
ace to face ; now 1 know in full ſecurity, eteraak 
part, but then ſhall I know felictty. 
| even» as alſo 1]. am known. 

Now we lee him ob{curely, as in 
| a Slals, but then-we (hall lee ml 
dittincly , cleaply , immediately , 

we ſhall then apprehend him clear-} 
ly, though (even then) we can- 
not comprehend him fully. Some 
ſenſe thoſe words, I ſhall kzow even 
bs I am known: thus, look as 
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non com- 


prebenfrugs 


1 


__ 


i. AA 


God knowetn me after a Manner a. 
4" tO nis-42fnre excellency : 5 
lo ſhall--1 know God according to 
my capacity, not obicurely, bur þ per- 


fectly,as it were face ro face,and this} 


is the greateſt height of bleſlednels 
and happinels. Now all veils ſhall 


be taken oft, and we ſhall have a |. 


clear proipect of Gods excellency | 


and glory, of his bleſſednels and ful- | | 


nels, of his lovelineis aud {weetnels : 


Now all Masks, Clouds and Cur- 


rains ſhall be drawn for ever, that | 
Saints may clearly ſee the. breadth, 
length, depth, and heighth of divine 


love, and that they may clearly fee | 


into the Myſtery of the Trinity, the 
My#tery. of Chriſts Incarnation, the ' 


Myſtery of Man's Redemprion, the |- | 
Myſtery of Providences, the Myſte- | 


ry of Prophefies; and all thoſe My-| 
ſeries thar relate to the nature, fub- | 
ſtances, offices, orders, and excel- 
lencies of the An els, thoſe Princes 
of glory, who an keep their ſtand- 
ings in the Court of Heaven x and 
all thoſe Myſteries that concern 
the nature, original, immorrality, 
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ſpiriruality, excellency,. and aCtivi- 


ty of our own lauls, beſide a VWorld 
of other Myſteries that, reſpect the 
Decrees ani Conncels of God, the | 
| Creation of the World, the Fall. of | 
Adam, andthe tall of Angels. Now 
the molt knowing men 1u the World 
are much in the dark about thete 
things, but when we come to Hea- 
ven, we. thall have a cloſe and a 
clear ſoht and knowledge of them ; 
Now we ſhall know as we are 
known; now we ſhall! tee God face 
to face ,( O beata viſio, widere Regem |\ Avg. lib. | * 
Angelorum, Santtum Santtorum, De- | 411iv« Eee" 
um Cali, Rettorem Terre, Patrem Vi \ © 5h 
venttum!) O blefled: fight! ro be. 
hold the King of Ang-ls,the Holy of | 
Holics, the God of Heaven, the Ru- 
ler of the Earth, the Father of the 
Liv mg. : O "#"Whh vil: 0, Vitlere Deum Bernard. - 
inſeipſo, videre in nobis, & Nos 77 60.) | Meditate 
O bleſſed viſion and contemplation, | & 4: 
wherein we {hall fee God in him- 
ſelf, God in us, and our- {etves in 
| God ! - But 

Secondly, As in Heaven they {hall 
on the cleareſt knowledge of God, 
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{o in Heaven they ſhall have the 


fulleſt know!edge of God : here ouT| 
Knowledge of God is weak, as well 


as dark, but in Heaven it ſhall be 
full and compieat: Here we know 


but in part : but there we ſhall know as| 


we are known, as the Apoſtle ipeaks, 
here we are able to take in but lit 


tle of God: either fin, or Satan, or| 


elle fears, doubts, and ſcruples, or 
elle the plealures, or profits, the 
comforts: or contents of this world 
do 1o dehfile the foul, and to fill the 
{oul, that it is able to take jn but ve- 
ry little of God ; How /:ttle a portion 
faith Job ) zs heard of him 7 It i; 
but a portion, a little portion that 
we can conceive of him : the He-} 
brew 1s (YOW Shemets Particulam ) a 
little bit : nay, it is ſaid (1271 Yay 
Shemets dabar, particulam verbi ) a 
a lictle piece of a word, or ( p11 ricu 
lam alicnjus) 2 little piece of {ome- 
thing. that we do. hear. of him.' / 
have maniy things to ſay to you (faith! 
Chriſt) but ye cannot bear them now. 
Man1s a poor, low, weak creature, 
and 1s not able to bear any great or 
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fall diſcoveries of God. As weak | 
ſhaulders cannot bear heavy bar- 
dens, nor weak ſtomachs digeſt 
ſtrong meats, no more were they 
able to bear the revelation of many 
high, ſpiricaal, precious and glori- 
ous truths, that Chriit was willing | 
to dilcover to them, thoſe that have 
eak eyes, orthat have a blemiſh in . 
Kheir eyes, cannot di'cern things 
ht: now we have all weak eyes, 
have all one blemiſh or another 
in our Je, which hin- 
ders us from a full fight 


Our knowledge of God 
now 1s rather negative: 


and knowledge of God, 
and of his excellency and 
glory: O but now in 
Heaven we ſhall have a 


full and perfect know- 


ledge of God : there 
{hall be no {ore eyes, no 


clouds, no miſts to hin- 


der us from a full ſight 
of the Sun of Righteou!- 
nels: there our under- 


— 


ſtandings ſhall be full of the know. 
ledge of God, our minds fuil of 
the Wiſdom of God, our wills full 


than poſitive. We know | 
not ſo well what Gad4 
1s, as whathe 1snot; as 
thar he 15 not a man, as 
that he 15 not change» 
able, &:;. Now 1t 15 ob- 
ſerved to our hand ( ex 
pris negativis mhil con- 
cluaituy,) rhar trom pure 
negatives there can be- 
no cc<rrain conclufion. 
made, 


of | 
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, of the righreouſne's and holineſs of Te 
| God, and our affections fall of the] | F 
love and delights .of God, here we| | k 
| have bur weak and ſhallow appre- | | v 
| henſfions of God, but there, as Bey- | | t 
nard ipeaks lweetly, ( Dens impl:bit] |! 
animam rationalem ſapientia, concu-| || 
piſcibilem juſtitia, rraſcibilem per-| \1 
fefta tranouilitate;) God will fill the 
{oul with tigh of wiidom, the con- 
| cupilcible faculry with righteoul- 
nels, the iraicible with perfect 
tranquility, 

If a man did dwell within the 
body of the Sun, iurely he would 
be fu ull of light; if a man did dwell 
{in the midſt of a Fountain, ſurely 
he would be filled with char Foun- 
'tain; ſo when the Satnts come to 
Heaven, they ſhall dwell ( as it] 
were) in the body of the Sun of 
| \Righteoulneſs; and therefore they 

| cannot but be full of light ; they 
- 1] ſhall dwell in the midft of the foun- 
| tain of life ; and therefore they 
ſhall ſure be full of the Fountain. 
Bur 1 
Thirdly, The light and know- 
| | ledge 
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ledge that we ſhall have of God in! 
| Heaven, will be immediate ; here our |, cor. 13. 
knowledge of God is mediate ; here | 12. 
we lee him, but it 1s &t- 

ther through the glals of God is a ſuperſubſtan- 
his Word, or the olals of tial ſubſtance,an under« 


EG AB ae | ſtanding not to be un- 
bs ores ; Iomettimes qerſtood, a word never 


through the Slats of his to be ſpoken. Dyoniſ. A- 
Word: God ſhewshimlelf reop.de divin. Nom. Cele | 
ſometimes through the 

Slals of prayer, God gives ſome re- 
preſentations: of himſelf to his peo- 
ple, ſometimes through the glafs of 
the Lords Supper he diſcovers ſome 
rays and beams of his glory ; all the 
fghr and knowledge that we have Al 


— 


God in this World, is through ſomey, 
Sla's or other : now there 1s a vaſt 
difference between {eeing an object 
| directly, immediately, and in it> 
own proper colours, and behoiding 
it through a glaſs: the fight of an 
object through a glals is very weak, 
and unſatisfying ; one direct view 
of the Lord, one immediate ſight 
of God, will wfinitely tranicend all 
thoſe ſights and views thar we have 
had inthis World, either through rhe 
glais| 
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glais of his W ord, or the glals of 
bis Works, either through the glaſs 
of Ordinances, or the glaſs of the 
| Promiſes, or the glaſs of Provi- 
Mat. 5s. 8| dences. One real direct fight of a 

| friend or relation, doth more chear, 

| quiet and fatisfie us, than a thou- 
land repreſentations of them in glal- 
les, or by their pictures. In Heaven 
we ſhall {ce God face to face, with- 
out the interpoſirion of men, or 
means ; and this direct and imme- 
Gare light of God, is that which 
makes Heaven to be Heaven to 
the Saints, All the glory of Hea- 
ven would be but a poor low thing 
in the eye of a Saint, had he not a 
direct and immediate fight of God 


'be removed, all glaſſes ſhall be 
| broken, and the glorified Saint 
\ſhall behold God with open face; 


all Curtains being for ever with- | 


drawn from berween God and the 
ſoul. Good {onls in Heaven are 
like good Angels, who are ſtill be- 
Mar.18.1o holding the face of God, As God 
is ſtill a looking upon them, as the 


'\there. In Heaven all mediums thall | - 


] ewels | 
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Jewels of his Crown,fo they are ſtill 
eying,and looking upon God as their 
Heaven, yea, as their greatall, and 
that by a direct and immediate act 
of cheir fouls. But 

Fourthly and laſtly, The: light 
{and knowledge that they ſhall have 
of God in Heaven ſhall be perma- 
nent and conſtant; now Saints have 
a happy ſight of God, and anon 
they have loſt it; this hour they 
have a precious ſight of God in the 
Mount, and the next hour they 
have loſt his ſight. Behold, he that 
ſhould comfort my foul ſtands afar off. 
And he hath covered himſelf with 
a cloud, that our prayers cannot 
pals thorongh; our viſtons of God 
here are tranſient and vaniſhing : 
The viſions, the glymples of Ma- 
jelty and glory which o/es and Pe- 
ter faw in the Mount, were not per- 
manent, but tranſient ; their Sun 
was quickly clouded, and both of 
them were ſoon after found walk- 
ing in the dark; and therefore well 
laich Auguſt in,( Beatitudo hic parari 
poteſt, poſſideri non poteſt,)Happinels 


may 


Exod. 33. 


2, 33 4* 
Serm- 46. 


Mar. I To þ 7 I 


de ſanilis. | 
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Js 


may be obtained here, but here 
we cannot have the plenary, and 
fall poſſeftion thereof : O but in 
Heaven, our ſight of God, our 
knowledge of God ſhail be per- 


manent, it ſhall be laſting ; there | 


ſhall be no ſin, no cloud, no miſt, 
10 curtain to hinder us from a con- 
{rant ſight and viſion of God; there 
we ſhall ſee God clearly, fully, e- 


 ternally; the Spoules queſtion, Ds 
you ſee him whom my Soul loves ? 
' ſhall never be heard in Heaven, 


hecaule God ſhall be always in 
their eye, and ſtill upon their hearts; 


Job. 23-2, | nor Fob's complaint ; Behold 1 go 


| forward, but he is not there, and back: 
' ward, but I cannot perceive him z 011 
; the left hand where he doth work, but 
' I cannot behold him 5, he hideth him- 
| [elf on the rioht hand, that I cannot 


' ſee him : 


Heaven would not be 


| Heaven, . were it not always day 
| with the ſoul ; did not the ſoul live 


' ina conſtant ſight and apprehenſion 


F | 


\ of God, all the glory of Heaven 


could not make a tieaven to a glo- 
rified foul, But 


CTC ene ——— 


Fourthly, 


: 


reſerved till laſt. Lak 7L n | 


Fourthly, As the beſt ſight and} 
knowledge of God is reſerved till 
laſt, fo the beſt and choiceſt preſence 
of God and Chriſt is relerved nl 
laſt ;"and this T ſhall thus make 
06d. 
Firſt, In Heaven Szjnts (hall have _ 16, 
the greateſt, and the fulleſt preſence j #7: _ 
of ST: no man in this World hach WS 
ſo complear and full a preſence of zja, quia ; 
God, but he may have a fuller ; bur in ipſo uno 
[in Heaven the prelence of God (hall bono, bona 


| be lo full and compleat, as that no- Jane Omna . 
Yo 


— 


m—_— 


thing can be added toir, to make 
it more compleat; ſometimes Sin, 
{ometimes Satan, ſometimes the 
Wortd, iometimes reſting in Duties, 
{ometimes the Weaknels of qur 
| Graces, hinder us from enjoying a 
| fall prefence of God here: bor in 
Heaven there ſhall be nothing to 
interpole between God and us, there 
ſhall be nothing to hinder us from 
enjoying a full and complear pre- 
tence of God, it 1s this full preſence 
of God, that is the Heaven of Hea- 
ven, the glory of all our glory : 
an imperfect and incompleat pre- 
| > lenle 


| 
| 


—_— 
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num 1m 


in the 
chiefeſt 
good, 


Onne v0- 
x the 


ſumo bono,| We have all, becaule we enjoy that 
all good is | preſence that is virtually all, that is 


— 


lence of God in Heaven, would 
darken all the glory of that ſtate ; 
it is the full and perfect preſence of 
God in Heaven, that is the moſt 
{parkling Diamond in the Ring of 
-o and this you ſhall have. 

at | 


Secondly, They ſhall have a 


- 
A 


ſoul 
Latisf ing preſence of God in Nea 
| ven ; they ſhall be ſo ſatisfied with 
the preſence of God in Heaven, that 
y ſhall ſay, We have enough ; 


——_— 


—_— 


eminently all, that is all light, al! 
life, all love, all heaven, all happi- 
'neſs, all comforts, all contents, &c. 
; Plal. 17. 15. As for me, I will be- 


bold thy face in Righteouſneſs ; T ſhall [| 


| be ſatisfied, when I awake, with thy 


| likeneſs. Though the ſpiricual and 
| Eracious prelence of God with the 
' Saints in this World, doth much 
; Chear and comfort them, yet it doth 
| not fatisfie them, they are ſtill cry- 
| ing our, more of this bleſſed pre- 
| ſence; O more of this preſence ! 
Lord, lets money will ſerve, ſo we 
| _Mmay 


y \— 


—— _—_—_——__——_ 
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may but have more of thy pretence ; |Pl.42.1, 2. 
leſs of the creature will ſerve, 1o |®-37-1, 2. 
we may have but more of thy pre- —_ wy 
ſence. As the King of Sodom faid |, * © 
unto Abraham, Give me the perſons, 

and take the goods to thy ſelf : lo lay 
gracious ſouls, Give us more and 
| more of the preſence of God, and 
let the men of the world take the 
world, and divide it amongſt. them- 
ſelves; divine preſence 1s very 1n- 
flaming, a {oul that hath but taſted' 
'the ſweetneſs of it, cannot but long 
'for more of it. As thoſe that had 
taſted of the Grapes of Canaan, lon- 
ged ro be in Canaan: And as the 
Gauls, who when they had taſted of /P!utar:h 
the ſweer Wine, that was made \” je = 
of the Grapes that grew- in 1taly, a 
they were eager after Jtaly , 
crying out, O Jraly, Italy! 1o pre- 
cious fouls that have experienced 
the ſweetneſs of divine preſence, 
they cannot be ſatisfied with a lictle 
ofir, butinevery prayer, this is the 
language of their fouls, Lord, more 
of thy prelence ; andiin every Ser- 
mon they hear, Lord, let us have 
more|- 


—— 
—_—— — 


| 


HAAS 


The beit Things. 


| 


23 
.3 


- 
”# 
4 
» 
x 


1 
- Þ2 Cor. 5, 
©—Þþ 152,3z4» 5+ 


6, T1 8. 


Phil. 1.2,3, 


Cant. 8- 


- bt. 


Moni. 4. 


his Freedom, the Captive for his 


1cious godly Woman, who enjoyed 


— 


more of thy preſence, and in every 
Sacrament they receive, I.ord, 
vouchlaſe to us more of thy pre- 
ſence. 


Nay, this gracious preſence of | 


God, that they enjoy here, makes' 
them very earneſt in their deſires 
and longings after a celeſtial, a glo- 
rious pretence of God and Chriſt 
in Heaven, which preſence alone 
can Jatishe their Souls. Look as 
the eſpouſed Maid longs for the 
Marriage-day, the Apprentice for 


Ranſome, the Traveller for his 
Inn.,, and the Mariner for his Ha- 
ven, fo do ſouls thac are under 
the power and {weet of Gods gra- 
cious preſence, long for to enjoy his 
Slorious preſence in Heaven, which 
alone can fill and facisfie their im- 
mortal ſouls, As 

Monica ( Auſtin's Mother) a pre- 


much of the gracious preſence of 


Chriſt with her Spirit, ſhe cried: 


out, ( Quid hic facizmus ? cur non 


[ocyus migramus ? CUY N01 hinge avo- \ * 


FW a 7 


lamus ? | 


— ——_— 
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/amus? What do we here? why 
depart we not ſwifter ? why flie 
we not hence ? 
So faith another, As what I have, 
if offered to thee, plealeth not thee | 
without my elf; lo, O Lord, the 
good things we have from thee, 
though they refreſh us, yet they 
ary, | 
ſatisfie us not without thy ſelf; 
Lord, I am willing to die, to have 
a further diſcovery of thy ſelf. 
And fo faith another, Thou haſt '4/tir. 
'made us, O Lord, for thy ſelf, and | 
' our hearts are unquiet till they come 
unto thee. 
| And'ſo when Modeſftus ( the Em- [z2þ 
;perours Lieutenant) threatned to 
kill Baſil, he anſwered, Ifthat be 
all, I fear not; yea, your Maſter can- 
'not more plealure me, than in 
ſending me unto my heavenly Fa- 
ther, to whom I now live, and' to 
whom 1 deſire to haſten, ES 
' And faith another, | Let all the |4,gyfine. F- 
Devils in Hell beſer me round, let| 
faſting macerate my body, ler ſor- 
rows opprels my mind, let pains 
conſume my fleſh, ler watchings 


Eb” D 2 dry] 


, 
Bernard. | 
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 tisfiea believing foul. 
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dry me, or heat ſ{corch me, or 
cold freeze me, let all theſe, and 
what can come more, happen unto 
me, ſo I may enjoy my Savi- 


.QUT., 


Anſtin wiſhing that he might have 


*| ſeen three things ; Rome flouriſhing, 


Paul preaching, and Chriſt con- 
verſing with men upon the earth; 
Bede comes after, and correcting 
this laſt wiſh, ſaith, yea, but let me 


lee the King in his beauty, Chriſt in| } 


his heavenly Kingdom; by all 
which you ſee that it is not a ſpiri- 
tual preſence, but the glorious pre- 
lence of God, and Chriſt in heaven, 
that can fſatisfie the fouls of the 
Saints. It was a-great mercy for 
Chriſt to be with Paul on earth, 


bur it was a greater mercy, and a 


more ſatisfying mercy for Paul to 
be with Chriſt in heaven; they 
enjoy much, who enjoy the pre- 
{ence of God on earth, but they en- 
joy more, who enjoy the preſence 
of God in heaven; and no pre- 
ſence below this preſence, can fa- 


mA 


Thirdly, 


_ At... C_ —_ A ——_— 
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Thirdly, As they ſhall enjoy a 
ſatisfying preſence of God in Hea- 
ven, fo they ſhall enjoy a conſtant 
and permanent 
Heaven ; here God com=s and goes, 
he is ofren removing Court, but 
in Heaven the King of Glory will 
be always preſent; 1 Thef. 4. 17, 
18. Then we which are alive and. re- 
wain, ſhall be caught up together with 
them inthe Clouds to meet the Lord in 
the Air, and ſo ſhall we ever be with 
the Lord ; W herefore comfort one ano- 
ther with theſe words. It 18 the con- 
tant preſence of God 1a Heaven, 
that makes a Heaven of comfort to 
bleſſed fouls; ſhould this Sun ever 
{er ( ſhould this prelence ever fait ) 
Heaven would be as dark. as Hell ; 
YE, 
Hell. Here Jonah complains that 
he was ca{t out of Gods prelence, 
and the Church complains, that he 
that ſhould comfort her loul, ſtands 
afar off. No Saint enjoys the graci- 
ous preſence of God at all crimes a- 


like 3 they that enjoy moſt of this| 


prelence, may oe of it, as -Facob 
T & 


ones of Godin 


Heaven wonld be another | 


Jonah 2.4- Þ 
Lam.1. 16s X 
P(.-30.6, 7» $ 
Ia. 8. 17. a 
Micah 7.7, | 


Gen. 31. 


[pake| 


2 


* A #,4 
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T he ' beſt 1 hinges 


take of Laban's countenance, TI ilee 


({ iaid he ) your Fathers counte- 
nance 1s not towards me as be- 


fore + lo may they fay, O we ſee: | 


O we feel that the prelence of God 
its not With-us as before! O whata 
warming, what a chearing, what a 
quickening , what an enlivening , 
what a comforting, what a melt- 
ing, what an encouraging, what an 
iſhiting preſence of God had we 
once !'O bur it is not lo now with 
us; we that u'e always to be upon 


Chriits knee, or in his arms, are | 


now at a diſtance from him ; he 
that uled to Tie day and night as 


a bundle of Myrrhe berwizt our 


breaſts, hath now covered kimlelf 


[with a cloud. O wecannot ice his 


fzce, we Cannot hear his voice 
as intheGdays of old, &c. But now 
in Heaven Szints ſhall enjoy a con- 
ſtant prelence of Ged, there ſhall 
10t be one moment to all eternity, 
wherein they (hall not enjoy the 
clorious pretence of God ; and in- 
deed it is this conſtant preſence of 
God in:Heaven, that puts a glory 


upon 


—_ - —Y _— ” » mand anth.ns. : fred - <—_— = 
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| upon all the Saints olory. Heaven 


—_— 


| 


- 
| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


I 
| prop nefic in part, but when that which 
[ þ J pe * - 
A per] edt: 's b- He ,t2cn i#r14k woich 05 611 
| part ſhall il be dence away. Herewe are all 


Epheſ. 
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without this conſtant prelence of 
God, would be but as a Court 
without a King, or as the Firma- 
ment without the Sun. And thus 
your ſee that the beſt and choiceſt 
prelence of God and Chriſt 15 re- 
lerved for Heaven, Bat 

Fifthly, The perfection of grace 
is reſerved for glory : though our 
oraces be oar Be Jewels, yer they 
are imperiect, and do not give out 
their full lure ; they are like the 

oon, which whea 1t ſhineth 
Grighte {t. hath a dark {por. 1 Cor. 3. | 
©, _ op me R710 177 part, and we 


ay AN Wicleas Fehas and all our righ- 
eouſneſſes are as filthy YATES © O the 
tains, the fpots, the blots, the ble: 
milhes rhat Mad our choiceſt gra-. 
ces and lervices : our beſt perſonal 
Righteoutnets 1s ſtained with much 
unrighteouine!s; perfectrion of grace 
and: holinels is relerved for heaven. 
26, ude Epiſt. 2.4 


Epneſ. 
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nil deeſt. \ 
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1 Ephe/. 4. 13. In the work of Con- 
A verion , God lays the foundation 

4 of grace in the ſouls of his people, | 
bur the puttmg on the top-ſtone 1s 
referved for Heaven. Grace here 
is bur a King in the Cradle, but in 
Feaven it wil be a King upon its 
Throne. For the making this truth 
more ſully our, 1 will only inſtance 
in the joy of the Saints, and that 
thus : 

Firſt, The joy of the Saints in 
Heaven, ſhall be pure joy; here 
our Joy 1s mixt With ſorrow, our 
rejoycing with trembling, Marth. 
28.8. The Women departed from the | 

S:palchre with fear and great joy ; - this 

| compoſition of two contrary pal- 
, tons, is ſrequently found in the 
| 


& 
| Bil. 24 11. 


|. veſt hearts ; here the beſt have for- 
'S row with their joy, water with 


their wine, vinegar with their oyl, 
pain with their eaſe, Winter with 
their Summer , and Autumn with 
their Spring, &c. But in Heaven 
| Rev. 7. 17. | they ſhall have joy without ſorrow, 
| Hght without darkneſs, ſweetne!s 
without bitterneſs, ſummer without 
| winter, 


— = — oak _— —. ? 


| 


| 


F 
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winter, healch without ickneſs, ho- | 
nour without dit; igrace, glory with- 
out ſhame, and life without-death. | 
Rev. 21.4. And God ſhall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes,and there ſhall | 
beno more death, neither ſorrow nor | 
crying, neither ſ: all the ce be any more 
pain ; for the former things are paſ-| 
ſed away. - But 

Secondly, As they ſhall have in 
Heaven pure joy, {o they ſhall have 
in Heaven ( plenitudinem gaua ) 
fulnets of joy ; here. all-joy is at an 
ebb, bat there is the flood: of joy, 
there is fulneſs of | joy, Pſal. 16.:11. 
In bis. Preſence is fulneſs of joy, and. 
at his right. hand are pleaſures for, 
evermore ; here ſhall be .. | 
( gaudinm ſuper gaudi- Ifonedropof the joys? 
um) Joy above Joy, Joy of Halle ſhould fail in- 
ſurmounting all -joy 3 2.96 gory a es 
here ſhall be {uch great Mot Auge — 
joys as no Geometriciaui. 
can meaſure; ſo many joys,as no a. 
richmerician can number; and 1o/ 
wonderful, as no Rhetorician.can: 
utter, had he the rongue of men and: 
Angels: here ſhall be joy with- 
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| in thee, and joy with thee, and| 
'joy above thee; .and joy beneath 
thee, and)oy about thee; joy ſhall 
ſpread it telf over all the members 
of your bodies, and over all the fa- 
culties of your Souls; in Heaven, 
your knowledge ſhall be full, your 
love full, your vilions of God full, 
your communion with God full, 
your fruition of God fall, and your 
conformity to God full, and from 
thence will ariie fulne's of joy. If 
all the Earch were Paper, and all 
the Plants of of the Earth were Pens, 
and all the Sea were Ink; and if e- 
| very man, woman, and child had 
| |the Pen ofa ready writer, yet were 
| | they not able to exprels the thou- 
fandth part of thole joyes that 
Saints ſhall have in Heaven : all the 
: | joy we have here in this world, is 
bur penſiveneſs to that -we ſhall 
Skins in Heaven, all pleature here to 


OO — 


hat, bur heavinels ; all {weetneſs 
' here to that, but bitterneſs. But 
{ Thirdly, The joy of the Saints 
| in Heaven ſhall bea laſting joy, an 
$a joy 3: here their joy 
| 12 
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bs 
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ls quickly turned into lorrow, their] 
linging into ſighing, their dancing 
into mourning z our joy here is like 
{ the Husbandmans joy in Harveſt, 
which 1s 1oon over, and then we 
moſt tow again in tears, before we 
; can reap in joy. Davids joy was 
| loon interrupted : In my Proſperity T\., 
ſaid I ſhould never be removed, but 
thou 4idjt hide thy face,and Twas frou- ; 
| bled. Now David had the oyl of joy 4: 
and gladnels, andy and by the ipt- 4 
'rit of heavinels and ladnels; Reſtore 
\ to me the Joy of thy ſalvation. Faceb 
| had much joy art. the return of his 
| Sons with Corn from Ezypt, bur his 
Joy was {oon interrupted by his part 
ing with his dear Benjamin. 


Plal.--2a.6, 4 


7 # 


I might ſhew you this truth in 
other in{tances, as in Abraham, Fob 
and other Saints, bur ſurely there 
is no/Believer bur finds, that ſome- 
times fin interrupts his joy , and | 
ſometimes Satan diſturbs his joy 3; | 
and ſometimes 8 afflitions, and ' 
{ometimes delertions ecliple his 
joy; ſometimes the- cares of* the 

world, 
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#4 Job 20. 
"$26. ut: 
\Some 

8 1 Worm. or 
other 1s 


4 Worm tha 


| Thll a gnawing at the very root of our joy, like the 


world, and ſometimes the ſnares 
of rhe world ,and ſometimesthe fears 
of the world mar our joy ; lome- 
times great crofles, ſometimes near 
lolles, and ſometimes unexpetted 
changes, turn a Chriſtians harping 
into mourning, and his Organ into 
the voice of them that weep. 


t made Ponab's Gourd to Wither, 


| Someſay of Rhodes, that there 1s 
not one day in the year, in which 
1che Sun ſhines not clearly on- them. 
Surely there. is hardly one day in 
the. year, yea, I had almoſt ſaid, one 
hour in the day, wherein lomething 
or other doth not fall 'in, to inter- 
xupt a Chriſtians joy. 

But now in_Heaven the joy of 
the Saints ſhall be conſtanr, there 
{hall nothing fallin to diſturb, or..to 
interrupt their joy, P/al. 16.11. In 


rizht baud are pleaſures for evermore.. 


Mark, for. quality, they. are plea 


thy preſence is fulneſs of joy, and at thy} 


ſures; for quantity ,, fulneſs ; for 
dignity] 
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dignity, at Gods right hand ; for 
eternity,for evermore. And millions 
of years multiplied by millions, 
make not up one minute to this| 
eternity of joy that the Saints ſhall 
have in heaven ; in *heaven there 
] ſhall be no fin to take away your 
joy, nor no devil totake away your 
joy, nor no man to take away your 
joy, Fohn 16.20. Your joy n0 man ta- 
keth from you, The joy of the Saints 
in heaven is never ebbing, . but al- 
wayes: flowing to all contentment 3 
the joys of heaven never fade, ne- 
ver Wither,. never dye, nor never 
are efſened nor. interrupted ; the 
joy of the Saints in heaven is a con- 
ſtant joy, aneverlaſting joy, in the | | 
root, aud in the caule, . 
and in the matter of it, ,, quidis ojtramit'; nth 
and in the objects of it, jtis & gaudemus, faith 
( e/Eterna erit exultatio, Tirtlizn.ln what things [3 
gue bono latatur eterno.) OY perſons we att, Mm |. 
Their joy laſts for ever hoſe things herejoyce- 18 
whole: objects . remain 

for ever, Iſa. 43.10. And the Re- 
acemed of the Lord ſhall return, and 
cometo Zionwith ſongs, and everlajt- 
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- | When Ce/2r was fad, he uied to 


12.22,23,24. Put ye are come unto 
Mount Sion, and unto the City of | 


ing joys upon their heads, they ſhall ob- 


tain joy and gladneſs, and ſorrow and 
fiohing ſhall flee away. In this World 
not only the joy of Hypocrites, and 


the joy of profane perſons, but al- | } 
lo the joy ofthe upright is ( often- | | 


umes) 4s the crackling of thorns under 
4 pot, Or as the blaze of a bruſh-fag- 
got, now all on a flame, and as 
{uddenly our again; or like the 
beaſt Ephemeron, that dieth the day 
it is born; but the joy of Believers 
in Heaven ſhall be like the fire up- 
on the Alrar, that never went our. 


lay to himlelf, ( Cogira te Ceſarem | 
efſe,) Think thou art Ceſar ; to 
when your hearts are ſad and for- 
rowful, O then think of thee e- 
verlaſting joys that you will have 
in Heaven. But I muſt haſten, and 
therefore in the 

Sixth place, As the beſt joys, to 
the beſt fociery, the beſt company 
is reſerved ti!l laſt, it: is relerved 


— 


till Believers come to Heaven, Heb. 


th 
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the lwving God the heavenly Jerulalem, 
7 an mnamereble company of Angels. 

T's thegeneral Aj mbly and Church of 
| the firft born, which are written in hea- 
ven, and to God the Fudre of all, and 
to the ſpirits of juſt men made verfell, 

and to Feſus the Mcdiator of the New 
. Covenant, > tothe blood of ſprink ling, 
that ſpeaketh better things than that 
of Abel. Here ( Erumns ive Ce!t, (0. 

ci Angelorum,coheredes Chriſts., if e 
{hall be Citizens of Heaven, f- lows 

of Angels, Co-neirs with Chriſt, Cli- 
tizens with Saints, and of the honle- 
hold of God. (0 beara viſio, videre Re- 
gem Angelorum, Sanitum Santtorum, 
Deum Cali, Reitorem terre, Patrem 
viventinm !) O blefled fight ! to 
| behold the King of Angels, {the 
| Holy. of Holies, the God of Hea: 
ven, the Rulerof the Earth, the Fa- 
ther of the living! Wo to me, 
({aith one) which am not where the 
holy Saints be, for their life is out of 
all gun-ſhot. and danger of death, 
their knowledge without errour, 


their love without oftence, and their 
joy. without any annoy ; the dignity 


and 


Puerto 
To the 

Myriads,: 
or many 
ren thou- 
ſands of 
Augel:. - 


E-phef. 2. 
Auge« lib, | 
ae (pir. &C.Þ 
Co WL 


— 


| The beſt | hings 


die, to he | 


and diverſity of the Inhabitants of | | 
heaven , doth much ſer forth the | 

lory of heaven; this earth, this 
world is full of ſinners ; but heaven 
is full of Saints; this world is full of 
men, bur heaven is full of Angels; | 
this world is full of friends and ene- 
mies, but in heaven there thall be 
only friends, and ions; here the no- 
bilicy and majelty of the gueſt, caſt 
a great deal of honour and {plendour 
upon the Royal Palace. where they 
meetzno company tonoble,to ſweet, 
ſo deſirable, to delightlom, ſo com- 
fortable, lo tuitable as this. 


Firt, Here all ſhall be of one 
mind, of-one judgment; in Hea- 
ven there {hall be no dilcord, no 
wrangling, no quarrelling, no divi- 
ding; here all ſhall think the ſame 
things, and ſpeak rhe {fame things, 
and do thelame things. Now Turks 
and Pagans can agree,and Bears,and |- 
;Lions, Wolves. and Tygers can a- 
; Bree; nay- 4 Lepion of- Devils. can 


| Jcable ſirife | better agree in one body, than a 
; [of Divines, | handful of Saints can agree in one 


2 \City,| 


— _— _ 
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Was the Temple of Concord among 


to find a Temple of Concord, a- 
monsg them that are the Temple of 
the Holy Ghoſt? whilſt there was 
a conteſt among the Birds about a 
Roſe found in the way, a milchie- 
vous Owl came in the night and 


carried the flower away ; you know | 
| how to apply ir; but now in hea- 
'ven, there ſhall be no heats, no 


conteſt, no debates, no diſputes ; 
but as the Curtains of the "Taber- 
nacle were all looped together, fo 
all the Saints in Heaven {hal!l be all 
looped together in one mind, in one 
judgment, and in one way. 


Secondly, all the Saints of Hea- 
ven ſhall be of a {weer golden dtl- 
poſition ; here the different dilpoſt- 


| ttons of Saints doth much hinder 


thatFweetneſsof communion, which 
otherwiſe would be amoygſt them; 
here ſome are ofa ſowr di{poſirion, 
and of a croſs and rugged temper, 
but in Heaven all Szints ſhall be of 


| 
| 


a | 


l City, in one Nation, &c. There| - 


'the Heathens, and yet how rare is it 


Grace in 4 
croſs un- 
hewn na- 
tare, 15 


_— 


like a Dia- " 


mond ſer 
in 4rcon. 
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| a ſweet, a loft, a ſilken diſpoſition, || Þuy 
which will ERP {weeten || Þot 


that royal communion : here grace 4 alv 
in a man of an untoward, crooked | ho« 
diſpoſition, is like a Braſs Ring up- |] C01 
| on a Leprous Finger; and grace in a |} a 
| man of a ſweet diipoſiion, is like a | Pt: 
| Gold Ring upon an Alabaſter hand ; Ti 
now in Heaven all the Saints ſhall be fo 
ofa golden dilpoſicion, yea,of a God- be 


| = | likediſpoſition, which is the {weet- | || H 
{ | it, thenoblet,the choiceſt.. But - bh 
hay 4 Thirdly, In Heaven the Saints | || 5 


7, 18. ſhall have a conftant_enjoyment_of | 
' one another: as they ſhall ever be 
' with the Lo Lord, fo they ſhall ever be| |} 
' one With another : here they meet | || 
2nd part, bur in Heaven they {hal | 
3 meet and never part; now itis their | 
(/ life ro meet; and their death to part; | 
E- | now it is their Heaven to meer, and | 
their Hell ro part ; bur in Heaven 
they ſhall be always in one ano-| | 
1 thers eye, 11 one anothers arms, or > 

'npon one anothers knees, 
. .\y Themiſtocles having a piece of 

4 Plat. 1 vi- 

ta Then, ground to ſel], appointed rhe Cryer 
to proclaim, that whoſoever would 
buy: 


4 
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buy it, ſhould have a good neigh- | 
bour ; the Saints in Heaven ſhall be 
always ſure of good Neighbour- 
hood, they ſhall never want good 
company 3 in this world Abraham 
and Zoe muſt live aſunder, bur there 
they ſhall always live together : 
The Cynick of old was fain to look 
for an honeſt man with a' Candle, 
becauſe of rhe fcarcity-of them z bur | 
Heaven ſhall be always full of fucn| 
Saints, as ſhall ſhine as ſo many 
Stars,yea,as ſo many Suns in glory. 
Fourthly and laſtly, The Saints 
{hall have a real, a perſonal, a par- 
ticular knowledg of one another_in 
Heaven: here we know but a few |*,' 
Saints, but in Heaven we ſhall 
know all; in Czlo aullus erit ali- 
ens, there (hall-be no ſtranger 11 
Heaven. Now this truth 1 thall 
make good by ſome Arguments 
brought to hand, and by the addi- 
tion oforthers: Takethem thus, 
Firſt, Adam, when he was in his 
innoc-ncy, knew Eve to be bone of | Geq, 2.13. 
his bone, and fleſh of his fleſh, as 
loon as he faw her, though 0s 
Jad ; 
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&: > | Mat. 17. I, Secondly, The Diſciples, Peter, ) 1 | 
© 3, 4+ 


had never ſeen her before, now 
certainly our knowledge in Heaven 
ſhall be more ample, full and per- 
fe than ever Adams was in inno- 
cency; therefore without all per- 
adventure, the Saints ſhall know 
one another in heaven. Luther, the 
night before he died, diſcourſing 
with his Chriſtian friends, the que- 
ſtion was put, Whether the Saints 
ſhould know .one another in hea- 
ven; Luther .held-the affirmative, 
and this was one of the realons he 
gave to prove it, That Adam knew 
Eve as {oon as ever he {aw her, and 
tharnot by dilcourle, but by divine 
Revelation; and fo ſhall all the 
Saints know one another in hea- 


| 


ven. Bur” _ | 


\ Fames, and John, being in the 
\Mount at Cnriits transfiguration, 
though they had but a taſte, a 

limple of the glory of heaven, yet 
Ko knew Moſes and Elias, though 
they were dead many hundred years 
before. Now if the Diſciples in an 
'unglorified condition knew Moſes 


| and 


| 


_— . _— 
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and El:as, then certainly-when Saints 
ſhall be in a full glorified condition, 
they ſhall know them, and all the 
reſt of that «royal family ; here they 
knew Moſes from Elias, and Elias 
from Moſes ( whom they never ſaw 
before, ) and both from Chriſt, and 
therefore we need not doubt but in 
that ſtate of blefſedneſs, ( wherein 
God ſhall beall in all, and wherein | 1 Cor. 15: 
we ſhall know as: we are known, ) | 53: 
we (hall have a particular and per- 


{onal fo ay of one another. 


6, 


Chryſoſt of (faith, that in heaven we | : 
{}:all point out the Saints, and fay,j 
Lo yonder is Peter,and that 1s Paul; | 
Lo yonder is Abrabam, rhe great 
Believer, and yonder is Facob, who 
as a Prince prevailed with God; 
Lo yonder is Moſes, who was the 
meekeſt man in all the world; and 
there -is Job ,, that was the pati- 
enteſt man in all the world; Lo 
there is Fofhua and Caleb, thar fol- 
lowed the Lord fully; and there is 
Feremiah, that was once in the dun- 
geon; Lo there 1s Foneh, that was 
once in the W hales belly, and there 

is 
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his people, and the People their Pa- 


, | ſtor ; the Maſter his Servant, and the 


Servant his Maſter. Now tnat the 
Saints ſhall riſe with the very ſame 
individual body, is clear, Fob 19. 


| liveth, and that he ſhall ſtand at the 

latter dayupon the Earth : Andthough 
| after my skin worms deſtroy this body, 
' yet in my fleſh ſhall T ſee God : whom] 


| ſhall fee for my. ſelf, and my eyes ſhall : 


behold and not another, though my 
reins be conſumed within me. In thele 
words we ſee that Fob- uſetly the 
_word 


_ 


LA 


44> ith 
4 k & 


25, 26. For Iknowthat my Redeemer | 


ies mw 
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'|is Daniel that was once in the Li- || V® 

ons Den : Lo yonder is Fohn the be- | 2s 

loved Diſciple, that ufed to lie in || 

the boſom of Chriſt; and there | bu 

is Mary that hath choſen the better Þ\..7* 

| part. -But | TIL 

(?] Thirdly, The Saints ſhall riſe || \*< 

>| 1 Cor. 15,|with the fame bodies that now {| la 
- | 4243» 44+ rhey lay down in the prave : and if [|| Þ 
2 $48 4.2. | fo, then doubtleſs they ſhall know nu 
ch* 17. 18, | one another in Heaven ;' the Hus: || |” 
32- ch.23.| band. the Wife, the Wife the Hus- || | * 

6. ch. 24-| hand : the Father the Child, and | | |' 
A ,». [the Child the Father: the Paſtor 
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word my, and my eyes ſhall behold ; 
as tt were pointing to it with his 
finger, adding not only poſitively,] * 
but excluſively, this and no other; 
Fob did fully believe that the ſame 
numerical body, 'at which he poin- 
ted, ſhould rite again; and: Paul 
faith not, a mortal, a corruptible 
body at large; but hoc, This corrup- | 3 Cre 15+ 
tible muſt put on incorruption, and this | 53 
mortal muſt put on immortality. The 
Apoſtle did as it were lay his hand 
upon his own body, and then faith 
he, This corruptible body, and not 
another, this mortal, and not ano« 
ther , ſhall be railegd when the 
Trumpet founds. It cannot ſtand 
with the unfpotted juſtice and ho- 
lineſs of God, that one body ſhould 
| ſow, and another body ſhould reap 
| that never ſfowed : that ' one body {- 
ſhould labour, toil, ſwear, ſuffer, Þ 
and another body that hath done Si 
none of this ſhould carry the -re- 
ward. Tertullian ſaith, that he wHll 
pray that the ſame body may riſe! 
again;' for the reſurrection 1s not of; 
another body, but of the ſame that 
—* falleth ; : 
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certainly riſe again, elſe were it a 


ſtand - with equity and right, that 


dy ſhould ſuffer. No righteous Judge 
will ſuffer a victorious -perion to. 
dye, and another that never ſtruck 
ſtroke, to have the Crown of his 
, | defervings. Ir is but juſtice that 
1 | thoſe very eyes that have dropt 


many a tear before God, ſhould be | 


wiped by God; I ſay thoſe very 
eyes, and not another pair of new- 


made eyes; -it is but juſtice, that | 
very tongue that hath bleſt God, 


ſhould be bleſt by God; it is bur 
juſtice, that thoſe very hands that 
have been much in doing for Chrilt, 
and thoſe very lips that have been 
much'in praiſing of Chriſt, and thoſe 
| very backs that have been la- 
ded with many heavy burdens for 
Chriſt, and thoſe very feet that have 


been in the ſtocks for Chriſt, and 


that have' run in the wayes of |. 


falleth; not.a new Creation, but a Þ 
raiſing up ; the lelf-fame body ſhall 


raiſing up of a new, rather than a Þ 
railing again of the old; it cannot FÞ 


one body ſhould fin, and another bo- || 


Chyilt, 


IR 
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and crowned by Chrift ; and this 
truth you may fee clear in the glo- 
rious Reſurrection of Chriſt from 
the dead ; that very lame body that 
was wounded, crucihed and lain, 
that very ſame body did rife again : 
Chriſt could very eaſily (1f he 
had pleaſed ) inthree days, nay, in 
three hours, I, in three moments, 
; have cured his wounds, but he 
would not, to confirm his Dif- 
'Ciples, and ro {hew that he had the 
[very ſame body which was wound- 
ed and crucified for their fins, for 
their ſakes; and therefore he (bids 
| Thomas to reach his finger, and he- 
hold his hands, and ro reach his 
hand, to thruſt it into his ſide ; 
whereby Chriſt made ir evident, 
that that very fame body of his 
which was wounded, crucified and 
buried, was railed and not ano- 
ther; and- therefore as in the head 
the ſame body which died rofe a- 
gain, {o it ſhall be with all his mem- 
-bers in the great day of the Reſur- 
rection, Now ſeeing that we 

Th E ſhall 


Chriſt, ſhould at laſt be raiſed 5 
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ſhall riſe again with the very {ame 
individual or numerical bodies that 
we lay down in the Grave, wel 
need not queſtion but that” we} 
ſhall know one another in Heaven. | 
Bat | 
Fourthly, That knowledge which | 
may moſt increate thejoy and com- 
fort of the Saints, ſhall certainly 
be in Heaven: bur that. is a per-|} 
fect perlonal knowledge of each 0- 
ther ; therefore there ihall be a par- 
ticular pertonal knowledge of one} 
another in Heaven;the Husband ſhall 
know the Wife, the Wife the Hus- | 
band, the Fatherthe Child, and the 

| Child the Father, &c. 
- | . 1 have reada ſtory of Arſizn,how | 
that a widow grieving for the lols| 
of her Husband, to comfort her, he 
told her, that ir was bur a ſhort 
timethat caey were parted, and that 
of all perſons, ſhe wonld enjoy her 
Husband moſt in Heaven ; nay {laith 
he ) thou ſhalc not only know thy 
Husband,- but all the Elect : ſhall | 
know thee, and thou ſhalt know all} 
them. The pertonal knowledge of the |: 
Bas | Saints} 
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&  {Saints. on, earth, doth exceedingly 
 Jincreale our joy/and comfort; 


it 
makes this Wilderneſs to be a Pa- 
radiſe: They that fear” thee will be 
glad when they [ce mes {aith the Plal- 
milk z yea,Sereca (the Heathen) law 
{o' much excelle ency, that Morality 
| par upon a man, rhat he ſaith, thar 
( ipſe aſpettu; boni virs deletat ) the 
Heh looks of a good man delight 
one. Ah! how often are ths Saints 
; delighted , warmed and. gladded 
(by hearing well of other. ' Saints, 
' whole faces they have never ſeen! 
and when God gives. them the 
honour to ſee their faces, and to 
enjoy their perlons, their preſence; 
| O. how doth this advance their 
Joy, and increale their comfort! 
; what a Heaven doth this make. on 
this {ide Heaven to their ſouls © 
then what rongue . can expreſs, 
what heart can conceive, whar Pen 
can deſcribe, that unſpeakable joy 
and comfort that will be railed in ; 
the hearts of the Saints, upon that 
| perfect, -particular, pertonal know-; 
\ouget that the the Se ſhall have one 
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4 25 3, 4- 
2. 5+ 
Cl. 12, 
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*of another in Heaven? Heaven 


ſtrangers, are very little pleaſing 


But 


day ofaccount, ſhall know the per- 


will be a declaration © 
day every wicked work, and eve- 


co light; and indeed it would: be 


light; ifthe evil worker be nor al- 
ſo brought co the light; in this great 
day the Saints ſhali fee and know 
Cain in his per'on, they tha!l be 
able ro poin* at him, and fay, Yot- 
der ſtands that bloody. Cazn,./who 
flew his. Brother, becauſe he- was 


would be but an uncomfortable] 
place, if the Saints there ſhould be| 
ſtrangers one to another; the faces, | 
the words, the ways, the works of | . 


and delightful” to us here; what] *? 
would they then be in Heaven ? |. 


Fifthly, The Saints in the 'great p ; 


ſons of wicked men, who (hall be}; 
indicted,arraigned, condemned, and þ 
judged by Jelns Chriſt and all his |” 
Saints about him ; this =” day 

the juit Dy 3 
judgement of- God ; in this great|* 


ry wicked worker thall be brought |-- 


but in vain to bring evil works to| 
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] ſtands Plate that condemned Chritt, 


who loſt his Crown, his Kingdom, 


: 


- Led with the King oneday, and made 


Mb. AMC 


thall be made good, every manſhall 


| fit as fellow Juſtices round about 
Jeſus Chriſt the righteous Judge, ] 
| topalsa righteous fenrence upon' all} 


| more righteous than, he. And 
There ſtands Pharaoh, the great op- 


reſerved til laſt. 
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preſſor of Gods 1/rael, and he that 
{to060d ir out againſt Heaven it elf. 
And look, there ſtands bloody Saul, 


his Soul, his All, by dilobedience 
and there is Zaman, who was feaſt- 


a feaſt for Crows the next ; lothere 


and there is 7444s, that betrayed 
| Chriſt :- in this great day that word 


appef#r to account for the works 
that he hath .done in his body, fo 
that both wicked works,and wicked 


our Lord Je{usandal] his Saints, who 
with him ſhall judge the world; 
now' certainly, if the Saints ſhall 
know the wicked in that great day, 
they ſhall cthen- much more know 
one another ; when they ſhall all 
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unrighteous ſouls. Bat 
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See Berra 
and Piſc a- 
tor. 


Sixthly, Chriſt tells the Fews , 


. ]that they ſhall ſee Abraham, Iſaac 


and Jacob, and all the Prophets in 
the Kingdow of Gea; All the Saints 
ſhall have communion with .4bra- 
ham, Iſaac and Facob, in the King- 
dom of God, they ſhall] have com- 


godly men, but as Abraham, Iſaac 
and Face; the phrale of ſeeing A- 
braham, Iſaac_ and Facob in the 
Kingdom of Heaven, doth doubt- 
leis import thus much, that they 
ſhall be known perſonally , and 
diſtinctly from all other perſons in 
tne Kingdom of Heaven 5 Saints 
in - Heaven ſhall be able to point 


 |at Abraham,and fay there 1s Abraham 


| that. was the oreat Pattern for 


believing; and there .is Iſaac that 


| was a {weet Pattern for meditating,” 


\and there is Jacob , who had the 
honour and happinets of prevailing 
with God;z the Saints happmels 
in Heaven ſhall be greatly increa- 
led by mutual communion, and 
by their perfonal knowledge of one 
another in that blefled ſtate. But 


munion with them, not -.only as 


. Se ws”: 
agfn—— 


a. - 

- #7 . = 
=_ ”- of 
- Ef Wo 7 _ 


A. 2" rr 
_ 


. -. 
. 
—_— lM 


. ® Yy 
of = e I 


| 


reſerved till laſt. 


Li 


knows ' all the Saints perlonally, 
particularly, corporally, yea, he 
knows them all by name, and 1o 
doubtleſs all rhe Saints 1n Heaven 
hall know one another perſonally, 
and by nam?, elle how ſhall they 
know as they are known ? here-1n 
this world we' know one another 
many times only by report, or- by 
writing, 
we ſhall know one another by 
name ; fo God knows us now, and 
fo we fhall know one another in 
Heaven, and this is none of theleaſt 
parts of glory, that we ſhall know 
one anorher in glory ; yea, that we 
ſhall know one another perſonally, 
and byname ; rhe ſerious confidera- 
tion of which may much fupport 
us, and comfort us under the {ad 


| loffes of our friends -and relations 


in the Lord. But inthe 


Seventh and laſt place, As the 


+ - 


tthe-glorifying of our bodies is re: 
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| Seventhly and laſtly, [n Heaven! 
{| the Saints ſhall know as they are 
| known; 1 Cor. 13.12. Now God 


or by face, but in Heaven | 
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{erved till laſt. I ſhall a little hint 
unto you the glory and bleſſedneſs 
of the. bodies of the Sainrs, when | 
they fhall meet all in Heaven, 1I ſhall | 
not ſtand-upon the privare blefſed- 
ne's of glorified bodies, which con- 
liſts in their freedom from all” de- 
fects, deformities, diſeales and di- 
{tempers, which here they are ſub- 
ject to; here our bodies ſtand in 
need of cloaths to cover them, food 
to feed them, ſleep to refreſh them, 
phyfick to eale them, air to breath 
them, and houſes to ſhelter them; 
from MME glorified bodies ſhall 
| be free. *But 1 ſhall only ſpeak of 
the politive. Prerogatives and hea- 
venly .endowments that glorified 
bodies ſhall be inveſted with. As 
Firſt, They ſhall be like the glo- 
rious body of Chriſt; Ph:1.3.21. ho 
ſhall change our vilebody, that it may 
be faſhioned like unto his elorieus body 
according to the workiro whereby he 
25 able even to ſubdue all things unto 
himſelf. Our bodies- ſhall be as 
lovely and comely, as bright and 
Oyrioos, as the body' of Chriſt is, 
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reſerved till laſt. 
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Chyyſoſtom ſaith, that the bodies of 
the Saints ſhall be ( ſeptzes clariora 
Sole,) ſeven times brighter than the 
Sun: Certainly, Sainrs ſhall be as 
| handlome bodied, and as comely 
featured as Chriſt is; though their 
' bodies be fown in diſhonour, yet 


| they ſhall be raiſed in glory. . If 


| been the face of an Angel, thar is 
hang and glorious : And if there 
were ſuch a luſtre and glory upon: 
| Moſes his face, that the children of 
| Irracl were afraid te - come near 
' him, and he forced to put a vel 
' upon it, till he had done- ſpeaking 
| withthem; I fay, if there were ſach 
a glory upon the face of thee two 
| mortals; O then! how will rhe 
| faces and bodies of the Saints glir- 
ter and ſhine, when their bodics ſhall: 
be made conformable to the glori- 
ous body of Jelus Chriſt ? Certain- 
ly, if che light and glory of the Sun 
doth far exceed the hight of the leaſt 


—— 


Stephens face did ſhine as if it had| 


twinkling Star, fo much and more} -» 


ſhall the glory of the Saings' bodies 
[excell that glory and iplendant tha: 
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x Was upon the faces of Mofes and 
Stephen ; the bodies of the Saints in| 
Heaven, ſhall be ſurpaſſingly come- 
ly, well-favoured , beautiful and ; 
amiable. *Plutarch in the life of De- 
metrius, faith, that he” was 16+ pa{l- | 
 . ſing fair of face and countenance, . as 
3 = | no Painter was able :0 draw | him; E 
am jure Iam no wayes ab:e to paint 
out the beauty and Slory chat ſhall 
be upon the bodies of the Saints in | 
| that day of glory, - wherein Sxints| 
4 {hall ſhine as fo many Suns. But 
_ _ Secondly, their bodies [tt MIT a | 
<8 kind be ſpiritual , L'Ce 
[E- ve dur YA 15. 44+. 1t i ſown a watt- 
An Anim al. or ſouly bo- ral body, it-7s £ jed a 
x: that is actuared anda- [par SI 204y ; there is a) 
ted ty rhe {oulafrer natiiral body, ana there T 


A way and man- ; 3rd I $ 
r, Sy the interven- 2s a ſpiritital body, ti IElT; 


Fon of natural Nelps , bodies ſhall be (piritual | 
it wort We: arir 2, Cri nking, ( 11077 [abſt anti 4 ſ<a-q 0H = | 
| Lecp 0 [rhelil Ke Vitatun: reſpetty, ) 00! in 
regard of {ubſtance. but, | 
| tate and condition, {piticual in the 
# Text is not oppoled to vilivle, bur]. 
! ro natural ;, for their bodies, though 
+(ina lenſe_) they are {piritual, yet 
ps FLOG they | 
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by reſerved 11h laſt. 
& hey {hall be as viſible as the. glori- 
 Jous body of Chrift; when I {ay their 
bodies fhdll b< {piritual, you muſt 
not think that 1 mean that*their 
| bodies ſhall be curn'd into {pirits : 
Ono! for they ſhall keep their bo- 
| dily dimenfons, and be true bodies 
ſill. Look as in change of old and | 
broken veflels, the matter 1s the} - ...--Z 
fame, only the color is freſher 6 
and brighter, and tne faſhionnewer 5 
and herter; ſo inthe day of glory; 
.onr bodics fhall be the lame for | 
\ {ſubſtance that now they are, they #4 
| ſhall rerain the fame fleſh,” blood ” 
and bones, and the {ſame fhgure and 
| members that now 1s, onely they 
| {hall be over-laid or cloathed with 
ſpiritual and heavenly qualities and 
; prerogartives, their bodies ſhall be 
| lorious, of a due and comely pro- 
pany of an exquilice feature and 
\ itature, of a lively colour, ofcheats 
1 ful alpect, and full of beauty ' ant; 
| glory, ſplendour and favour. Now |: 
the bodies of the Saints ſhalf-b&]a+ © 
{piritual; Firſt, in reſpect of their: 
full, perfect , and perpetual free-. 


*- & 
FT 
: j- Se 
I'O7 
- hd 
«@ X 


Cr IE I EITTIET 


% i} 


. 
+ T 


—_— 
—_— _ —__——_— 


=_—— —— FORT TOR. 


The beſt Thing 
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12 Kings 2. 
\þ 12. 
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O my belly! my belly! with the 
| Prophet; another, O my head, my 


| hunger no more, nither thirſt any 
more, neither ſhall the Sun light on 


dom from all heats; colds, hun- 


grings, thirſtings, ſicknels, weak- | > 


neſs, wants: Here one cries out, 
O my back ! my back! another, 


head ! with the Skunamites lon ; ano. 
ther, O my ſon, my fon! as David 
for Abſalom; another, O. my Fa- 
ther, my Father, with Eliſha. Every 
one here hath ſome ailinent or 0- 
ther, ſome. want or other, fome. 
grief or other, which fills his eyes 
wich tears, and his. heart with {or- 
row, burwhen theſe natural bodies, 
theſe animal. or ſouly bodies, ſhall 
be matie'glorious, then they ſhall 
be fully and perpetually freed from 
all manner of miſeries and calami- 
ties, they ſhall be asthe Angels, not 
ſubject to any ſickneſs, weaknels or 
wants; Rev. 7. 16, 17. They ſhall 


them, nor any heat, for the. Lamb 


rÞbich &s inthe miaſt of the Throne, 


ſhall feed them, and ſhall lead them unto | 
uving fount ains of water, aud 


God 


ſhall 


: 1 4, % 
\ lions. 
\ a ” hs 


S nn 


þ ai tearsfromtheir eyes, andthere ſhall 
"| be 10 more death, neither ſorrow ncr 
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reſerved till laſt. 


ſhall wipe away all tears from their 
cyes. Rev. 21.4. God ſhall wipe away 


cryimg, neither ſhall there be ariy more 


pain, for the former things are paſſed 


bodies may be ſaid to the fpiritual. 
But 


ve ſpirirual, in re{peCt of their ſpi- 
ritual agility and nimblene(s; Now 
our bodies are groſs, dull and heavy 
im their” motion, and by this the 
foul is many times hindred in its 
lively operations; for whenthe {oul 
would mount up on high, and bu- 
fie her ſelf about eternal objects, 
the body likea lump of Lead, keeps 
it down; but now in this glorious 
ſtate, the body ſhall put off all grol- 
neſs, dulneſs, heavineſs, and be 
exceeding apile, light and apt to 
motion , far-beyond the ſ{wifteſt 
Bird that flies. 

I know not by what to ſet forth 
the agility of glorified Bcdics ; a 
Poſt, a Bird, a Torrent, are- too 


away; And in this relpect their], 


Secondly, They may be laid to 
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{ | body ſhall move up and down like 


ſhort to ler forth their agiliry. 


} Aug.de Civ D#i,!.22. c. 
30. Wiſ4. 3. 7. In the 
time of their viſitati- 
on they ſhall ſhine, 
and run to and fro, 
> flike ſparks among the 
E . ſtubble, 


\| fighragainſt the Spirit of God; the | & 


| Saint deliring to be in fuch or ſuch + 


Luther faith, That a-glorihed 


a thought. 
And Anſtin faich, The body will 
preſently be here and 
there, where the {ſoul | 
| would have it. Certain- | 
ly the Ipeed and motion | 
of glorified bodies will } 
be extraordinary, and in- | * 
credible, A glorified 


a place a thouland miles off, or 
more, he will be there in fuch an in- | | 
credible fhort tune, thar one calls | 
it 747perceptible, hardly to be dil-| | 
cerned, in which refpeCt their bo- | | 
dies may be laid ro be ſpiritual. ſ 
| But, 61-3 0 
Thirdly and laſtly, they may| . 
be 1aid ro be {piritual, becauſe of | 
that perfect, full, ablolute and 


 complear {ubjeRion that they ſhall 
; delightfully and perpetually yield 
to the Spirit of God ; now they of-. 
ten vex and grieve, affront and 


- mem- | 
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'members of our bodies as well as 
the tacultics. of our fouls, do often! Þ 
| make war upon the Spirit of grace, } _ 1 . 17008 
as the Apoſtle fully ſhews, in that \| 
| Rem. 6. The Spirit often luſts againſt 


the fiej h,and the fleſhagainſt the Sper tt. 4 ; PF 
| Now. the body fayes to the {oul, = 
F | Be nor rTignateo; 15 OVEr-M1 uch, neither 


marks 1 ty jelff over-wife, why ſhoula- ? 
eſt th. : acjt roy thy {elf ? Ecclet. Te 
| 16. Op 141; reageth this verle thus} 1 
[CN eff multam juſins, & nelt ar-l £55 
þ 3 Wntarid Py; » cn ti, oporret,) be nor 

{t OVEr-much, and do not argue 
ad c " ate more than is meet ; the 
| | bo dy is 0i:en apt to fay to the foul, 
| | nog art juit over-much,O foul! and = 
= Thou Qoit t argue and diipute againſt 4+ 
| tnis fin, and that way, and rhiscom- = 


4 


fort and that onyy ment, more than. 

t; And rhe Soul fteems to an- 
Wer, Ver. 17. Be not over-much Wick- 4 
(A. 'ts 5 beth DOK feoliſn, why jhouldeſt ; = 
thou before thy time ? 
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But now in Heaven the bodies of 
the Saints ſhall be fully, perfectly 
aug . delightiully under the com: 
| mand, | 
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| 


mand, conduct and guidance of the 
Spirit, and therefore may truly be 
{laid to be ſpiritual. 
ſerving the fleſh may not unhtly be 
called carnal (faith oue) 1o the body 
obedient to the foul, may rightly 
betermed {piritual ; glorified bodies 
are ſpiritual, not in their effence, 
but in-condition and qualiry, as be- 
ing fuily and perpetually under the 
government of the Spirit. Now the 
tongue _ the Spirit, and now 
the. deaf ear is turned to the voice 


rowling, when it ſhould be reading 
the things of the Spirit; and now 
the feet are wandring, when they 
ihould be walking in the ways of 
the Spirit ; and now the hand is idle 
that ſhould be diligent inthe work 
of the Spirit ;z\O but now in Heaven 
the tongue, the eye, the ear, the 
hands, the feer, ſhall be all brought 
into an Angpelical, willing and de- 
lightful obedience to the Spirit, 
upon wiich account gloritied. bo- 


But 


As the pirit 


of the Spirit, and now the eye is | 


dies may truly be termed ſpiritual. 
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Thirdly, | 


J | 


s 


} Thirdly and latly, As their bo- 
{dies ſhall-:be {piritual, fo they (all 


4 


reſerved till laſt. . 
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| be immortal, they ſhall be incor- 
| ruptible 3 here theſe elementary 
| bodies of ours, by reaſon of their 


b 


earthly and dreggiſh compoſition 
are ſ{ubj=ct to mortality and corrup- 
tion: and indeed man 1s lo pour a 
piece, that heno ſooner begins to 
live, bur he begins. to die, kis| 
whole life js but a lingring death. 
Death every hour lies at the door, 
this Serjeant conſtantly attends all 


men, in all places, compames, þ 


changes and conditions. Petrarch 
telleth of one, who heing invited to 
dinner the next dayAanſwered ( Ego 
a multis annts craftinum non haÞuti, ) 
I have not had a morrow for this 
many years. Many dangers,many | 
deaths, every hour ſurround theſe 
lives of ours. Here, ſaith one, Ag- 
cedimuns, we enter into the #:orld; 
Succedimus, we ſucceed one another | 
in the. world; and laſt of all; 
Decedimus, we depart all out of 
the world. O but in Heaven we 
ſhall : have immortal bodies ! 
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ny more, and are equal to the Angels. 
| By the power, preſence and good- 
| neſs of God, their bodies ſhall be {© 
perfumed and embalmed, that they 
ſhall never corrupt, nor 'be {ubjeCt 
to mortality. anna, by a divine 
power, was kept many hundred 
| years in the golden por without pu- 
'trifying or corrupting, and fo ſhall 
the glorified bodies of the Saints be 
'preferved- and kept pure and im- 
| mortal; the immortality of glorified 
bodies ſhall far excel that of Adams 
in Paradiſe, for they ſhall be free 


| they {hall be perfectly and perpetu- 
ally freed from all corruptible and 
| corrupting elements, Glorified bo- 
dies ſhall have no feeds of corrupti- 
| on in them, nor any corruptive, 
harmful , 


from all poſſibility of dying; for. 


malignant or afflictive : 

| rjacd attending them. Adam in 
{. his noble eſtate was in a poſhbility 
þ 4.2247 3% of dying, bur the Saints in [cheir 
glorified conditions are | above all 
poſſibility of dying ; this is a, happl- 
neſs that Adam could nat reach to 
in; 


& "2 V | * . 
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| Litk. 20. 36. Wetther can rhey mM 'g Aa- 
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| 


|then come to the application, and 
| bringing home -of this Precious 
Now the! 
Reaſons of this Point are th 


>| in his ſtate of integrity ; the greater 
obligation lies upon all that ſhall | 


come to glory. | 

It is reported of the Duke of 
Bullsign and his company,that when 
they went to Jeryſalem, as loon as | 
they ſaw the high Turrets, they | 
gave a mighty ſhout, that even} 


made the Earth ring, crying out, 7e- | 


ra olerr, Fern atm whenthe Saints | 
all alt meer in the heavenly Je- 


ruſalem,O how will they make even 
Heaven to ring again, crying out, 
Immortality ! Immortality : Im- 
mortality! Andrthus (1 ſuppoſe) I 
have clearly and fully made gdod| 
that great truth, to wit, That the 
beſt aud greateſt things are reſerved 
for Believers tillthey come to Heaven, 
I ſhall now give you a brief account 
of the reaſons of this point, and 
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truth. to our own {ovls. 


L- 
ks i\.- s 


| \ 
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and 'pleature to reſerve the beſt 


I Reaſon, 
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things 
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| things for his people till laſt ; Luke 
$ | 12. 32: Fear not little floek(there are 
I! ' two diminutives in the Greek ) for 
| \ |tr # your Fathers o0cd pleaſure to give 
200M you the Kingdom: As it is Gods 
| | Mipra £ood plealureto give you a King- 
*FPaimim, dom, 1o it is his good pleafure not 
Little, lit- to give you the: Kingdom till laſt, 
5a 2 7im, 4. 7, 8. Edward the ſixth 
ſteem, and could nor give his Kingdom away, 
in the |(if he could, ir had not come as ir 
Worlds |did to Queen Mary ) but our Hea- 
Account. | ygnly Father doth now give a King- 
11 dom of Grace, and will at laſt al- 
fo give a Kingdom of Glory to 
'them that walk uprightly, P/al. 
84.11. But 
2 Reaſon. | Secondly, That he may. keep 
| - 'theheartsof his people in a Tong- 
1 ing, and ina waiting frame, forthe 
enjoyment of thole great and glo- 


+ Heb. 11. for themtilllait, Heb. 13. 14. Here 
14,15, 16- we have no continuing City, but, we 
'Col. 3-1»5*"ſech one to come. The greater and 
betcer the things are that are laid 
up forus,the more we ſhould long 
and wait for the happy enjoyment; 


The beſt Thmes | 
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rious things that he hath. reſerved | 
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reſerved til lat, | 
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| of them; Abraham waited long for} 
1 |a Son, and Hanne waited long for 
[a Child, and Foſeph waited long for 
- [his advancement, and David waited 
long for the Crown, the Kingdom, 
and chey had all a moſt happy iſſue. 
Thelouger we wait, the better we | 
ſhall ſpeed. As that Emperours| ,.,..-._ - Þ* 
Son ſaid, the longer the Cooks are| j,nm a8. | oþ 
preparing the meat, the better will|:, a profi- || 
* [be the chear, meaning, the longer | tavle good. [15 
F | heſtay'd for the Empire, the greater It 
it would be; the longer we wait for 
happineſs, the more at laſt we ſhall 
have of happineſs; the great things 0 
of Eternity are worth nothing if » mY 
they are nor worth a longing, anda, 
waiting for. But 

Thirdly, God hath reſerved the| 4 reaſon. 
[ beſt and greateſt things for his peo- 
ple till laſt, and that becauſe elſe [ 
they were above all men in the F 1 


a 


hope in Chrijt, we are of all men moſt 
mſcrable : No men ulually our of 
Hell, are ſo much afflicted, rempted, | '.: . + | 3 
opprefied, {corned# deipiied and} ..: 1 | 


neg- | 
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{| Kempis, 1. | fore one faith well: ( quomodo poteſt | 
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| neglefted, as they are ; here they 
{have their Hell, they had need of a | 
| Heaven to come; here they _ 
qcloathed with ſhame, they had 
need hereafter to be crowned with 
honour, or elſe they would be the 
unhappieſt men in all the world; 
[here the life-of a Believer is. filed 
| ( multis & multiplicibus miſeriis,) 
with many and multiplied mile-; 
"- |ries, with miſeries of body, with 
miteries of mind; multiplied miſe- | 
ries aictend him at bed and' board, | 
ar home and- abroad ; every ©ondi- 
ion is fuil, and every relation is full 
of injleries and calamities; and there- 


- 


5* de Ini-.) aaji hec vita, tantas habens amari- 
hc __ | pines? Quomodo etiam dicitur vita, 
"Ix | FOE generans mortes? how can this lite 
| be loved, which 1s {o full of toath- 
{ome bitterneſs ? yea, how can it 
be called a life, which bringeth 
forth fo many deaths ?-yet-he is a 
fool, (faithone) that looketh upon 
aly man under trouble and 


a0naÞPys be&uſe as a fool ( Arter- | 


CIT — 


I) _&i| 
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1 dit quid patitur, C 1108 attends giid 

$+ | {/; /erverur, ) he attendeth what he 
& |{uffereth, and doth not attend what 
is re ſerved for him. If chebeſt things |” 
-*| were nor reſerved for Believers till 
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| &9ry. that God will put upon his 
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laſt, they ſhould have the ſaddeſt 
portion of all men, viz. ahell here, 
and a hell hereafter; and 1o ſinners 
{hould have but one hell, and Saints 
two, which would be blaſphemy tO 
aſhrm. Bur 

Fourthly, God reſerves the: beſt 
things for his people till laſt, for the 
greater texrour and horrour, Conyt- 
Ction and" confuſion of f wicked and 
ungodly perions, who now revile 
them, and judge them to be the 
anhappieſt men in all. che world: 
© but when the Lord ſhall in the 
ſight of all the world gloriouſly 
own them,and pur royal Robes upon 
their backs, and golden- Crowns 
upon their heads, then, ;:O what 'a 
ſhame, what covering ' of the face, 


wicked men ! the great honour and 


what terrour, what trembling, with | 
Haman, Will poſſeſs the hearts ofq 7 


people 
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people at laſt, will be ro wicked | | 


men whar the hand-writing upon 


the wall was to Belſhazzar; O it 
will make their countenance to | 
change, their thoughts to be trou- 
bled, the joynts of cheir loynsto. be 
looled, and their knees to daſh one 
againſt another. Now that word 
{hall be eminently made good; He 
ſetterh the poor on high from affli{tion, 
and maketh him Families like a flock; 
The righteous ſhall ſee it, and repoice, 
and all iniquity ſhall ſtop her mouth:O 
what trouble of mind, what hor- 
ror of con{cience, what diſtraction, 
and vexation, what terrour and 


torment, what weeping and wail- 


ing, wha cxFag and roaring, what 
wringins of hands, what tearing of 
hatr, what daſhing of knees, what 
gnaſhing of teeth will there be a- 
mong the wicked, when they ſhall 


lee the Saints in all their ſplendor, 
dignity, and glory! when they ſhall 
ſee Abraham, Iſaac and Facob, and 
all the Prophets in the _. of 


God,and themſelves ſhut out for ever. | 


end ſhall the wicked lamentingly 


lays. 


Tay, Lo! thels are the: men” that | 


| is a reward for the _———_— !-and 


not. be! O.: this ſhall never be! 
therefore; O that we had never | 
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we counted fools, mad. men, and 
miſerable-: O but now. we ſeerthat 
we were deceived and deluded! 
O' that we' had never deſpiſed 
chem! O that - we had never re- 
proached them! 'O thar we had 
never trampled'upon them O that 
we had been one with them! O 
that we had imitated them ! O that 
we had walkedas' they, .and done 
as they , that 1o' we might now 
have been as happy--as 'they 1:0 
bat: this cannot be! O this may 


been born! O' that now we. mi tit 
berunborn! O that we (might 
turned into a'Bird, a Beaſt, a Toad, 


thing but what we are! 'or,: O: that 
we were nothing ! O . that. .now 
our immortal {ouls were: mortal! | 
O that we-might' fo. die, [that we 


may not eternally die ! but '4r- 1s | 


now too late ! Owe: ſee that Sd 


, that by all 


a Stone! O that we were (any | 
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4 $5 Reaſon, 


'+ 


| [John 2.10, 


{Dan.12. 3. 


* Rom. 2. 4, 


S, 6, 7+ 


A. 


| the contempt that we have caſt up* 


on thoſe glorious ſhining Saints , 
whole ſplendour and plory doth 
now darken the very glory of the 
Sun 3 we haye but treaſured up 
wrath agauw!t the day of wrath ; we 
have added fuel ro thaſe burning 
coals, | to thole everlaſting flames, 
in which we muſt now lie for ever. 
But 

Fifthly, The Lord hath reſerved 
the beſt things for his people till they, 
dome to | Heaven, that fo. he may 
ſave his honour, and ſecure his: glo- 


[ry; would it make for the honour 


and glory of God, to put his chil- 
dren, his ſervants, upon doing hard 
things, --and/ upon ſuffering great 
things,: and at laſt tg pur them off 
with nothing? ſurely it would nor; 
and therefore the Lord, to ſave the 
honour of his great; name, . hath re- 
lerved the beſt Wine til}-laft, rhe 
beſt | and , choiceſt, favours for his 
peopl= till they come to Heaven; 
the tweeteſt honey. lies at the (bor- 
tom, I cannot ſee how Gad 


| ſhould fave bis glory, if he ſhould 


PER 
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" reſerved till lait. 


put his children always upon fow-| 
ing, and never ſuffer them to reap ; 
chat they ſhould. ſtill be ſowing in 
tears, if at laſt they ſhould not reap 
in joy : Men that love but their 
names and honour in the world, 
will not be ſerved for nought, and 
will God ? will God, who is inf- 
nitely more tender of his Name and 
Honour, than any created Beings 
[can be of theirs . 
[ haye read of A/phanſus, a Kin 

' of Spain, who vic a Knight fal” 
(ling into "want, and being Arreſted 
for Debt,there was a petition to the 
King to ſuccour him : I, faid the 
King, ifhe had ſpent his Eſtate. in | 
mine, or in the Common-wealrhs 
ſeryice, it were reaton he ſhould 
| be provided for by me, or the 
|Common-wealch : Men of honour 
' will provide for them that ſpend 
themſelves in their ſervice, -and 
will not God? -will not God do as 
much, yea, more for chem chat 
ſpend. themſelves in his ſervice ? 
Surely. he will; Heb.1 1.16. Bur now 
they deſirs a betrer Countrey,that is,an 
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would have pur 
to ſpeak afrer che manner of. men. || 


heavenly,wherefore God is not aſhamed 
to be called their God ; for he hath pre- 
pared for them aCity. As if he had 
laid, had not God prepared for chem: 


a City, had he not made ſome blel- 


{ed Proviſioa for them, who lefc to 
much for him, who did fo much for 
him, and who ſuffered ſuch -great 
and bitter things for him, they 
might well have complained that 
they had but a bad bargain of ir, 
and: that God was a hard Maſter, 


and {io God ſhould have been a- |' 
{| ſhamed; had not God made tuch 


happy and bleſſed provilion for 
them ( who had run through to ma- 
ny dangers and deaths for his fake; ) 
had he not provided and laid up 
for them according to his Promile, 
and ſuitable to his greatnels and 
goodnels, his digfyry.and glory, it 
od tothe bluſh, 


have read concerning D:ony{1z45'-of 
Szcaly, that being extreamly- de; 
lighted with; a Minſtrel that. ſung 


| well, he promiled to give. him... a} 
| great reward, end thac railed the 
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fancy} 
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promiſe, for the pleaſure of his} * 


ing wages, and do no more work., 
| Bur 1 


hath reſerved for them the beſt: 


by . 
ay & . 
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reſerved till laſh. 


fancy of the man, and made him! 
play better ; but when the Muſick | 
was done, and the man waited for 
his reward, the King diſmiſſed him! 
empry, telling him, "chat he ſhould} 
cairy away as much of the promi-| 
led reward, as himſelf did of the. 
Muſick,and that he had paid him {uf-| 
hcienily with the pleature of his 


long ; butit will not ſtand with the, eo 
honour of the King of Kings, to put - 
off his ſervants. ſo poorly, wrtiole 
prayers, praiſes, and-tears,. have; 
been moſt ſweet and delightful Mu-; 
fick tohim ; no, he will dolike him- 
felf at laſt, and that his children' - 
know. It troubled a Martyr at the; . * © 
ſtake, that he was going to a place” * © 2 


where he ſhould ever, be a recetv-! | ©5455 


Tc 
-» 


** 
Sixthly, That he may make his 5; Reaſon! 
Children Tempration-proof; * he | 


things till they come to Heaven? Pak 
the great things that God hath. re-, | 
lerved for Believers in Heaven were, 
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that which made thoſe W orthies of 
whom this world was not worthy, 
temptation-proof, as you may ſee 
in that 10'* of the Hebrews, 33, 344 
35, verſes, and throughout the 
1 1" chaptex of that Epiſtle : The 
pleaſures, the treaſures, the digni- 


Believers in Heaven, ' make them 
bravely and nobly to reſiſt all thoſe 
temptations that they meet with, 
from a tempting world, or a tempt- 
ing Devil. | 

Auſtin bleſt God, that his hearc 
and the temptation did not meet 
together;by the precious things that 
are reſerved for Beutevers in Hea- 
ven, God keeps their hearts and 
temptations alunder. When Baſil 


|was tempted with mony and prefer- 


ment, faith he, ( Pecuniam da gue 
permaneat ac continuo auret, gloriam 
gue ſemper floreat ;) Give me money 
that may laſt for ever, and glory 
that may eternally flouriſh. . Satan 


[made a bowe of Jobs wife ( of: his 


tib ) as Chry/oſtom{peaks, aud ihot 


$ temptation by her at Fob, thinking 
| | to 


3 


ties and glories that are reſerved for | 


_ — CI_ 
—_— td _—_ > ad 


_— — —— 


——_— MOIST.” > x07 "4 But OE tt 


*V 
2 * 


_— 
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to have ſhot him to the heart, Curſe! 
Ged and dye; but Fobs fincerity and 
| integrity, and his hopes of immor- 
ralicy and glory, was a Brealt-plate 
that made him temptation-proof. 
Ah Chriſtians! do not you daily|- 
find, that the glorious things reſer- 
ved for you in Heaven, do mightily 
Arm you againſt all temptations 
that you meet with on earth? | 
know you do. Bur | : 
Seventhly, God hathrelerved the |7 Reaſon, 5 
be(t things for his people, till they | 
come -to Heaven, becaule they are 
not in this mortal and frail condi-|, ©, 
| tion able to bear, they ate not able/;,, * } 
to take in the glory that | 
[is referved for them, The Apoſtle alludeth ro 


Glory is ſuch a. great, = peut and Chal-, 
fuch an exceeding, ſuch ery 2 COON 
| an exceſhve, {uch an e- Con glory "4 
ternal weight, that no * 2 
mortal is able to bear ir; we muſt{ »,- 2 
have better and larger hearts; and] > 
we-mult have "bes and broader *Þ 


backs,” before we ſhall be capable | 
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of bearing that excellent, exceeding} 
and excelling weight of glory that 
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is relerved in Heaven for us; Nay, | 


Glory is ſuch a weight, that when 
the Saints ſhall- enter into it, if the 
the Lord ſhould not put under his 


everlaſting Arms, and bear them up | 


by his Almighty power, it were im- 
poſſible they ſhould be able to bear 
itz in this our frail mortal ſlate, we 
are not able to bear the appearance, 
the Preſence, the glory of one — Ak 
cel. 

Ah! how much leſs then are we 
able to bear the weight of all- that 
glory that is reſerved for us, and of 


[which 1 have given you ſome glimp- 


les 'it- what I have already 1aid ! 


"But 


Eighthly and laſtly, The Lord 


Thath reſerved the beſt things for his 
people: till they come to. Heaven, 
vecaule while 
worldtheF are under age,. they are 
not. come to ſull*age; here-Saints 
arein their non-age, but when' they 
come to. Heaven, 


* |ſhall have the, luheritance,, 


Father of MerSiets freely ; an full ly | 


ſertled 


« ww 
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they are in_ this. 


then they come: 
to their | full | age, - and Yen, hey | 
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reſerved tilt laſt. * 129 
ſettled upon them. Children in their 
non-age are under Tutors and' Go- 
| vernours, but when they come to 
age, then is the Inheritance lettled 
| | upon them; So, here it is not forus] ,,,,. 
in our non-age to Mount into  the{ Cant, * 
clouds, to pierce this fulnels -of | Serm«..38: 
lighc, to break into this bottomlets 0 
depth of glory, or to dwell in that 
| unapproachable brightneſs; this is 
relerved till we cometofull age. 
Aud thus I have given you the 
| Reatons, why God hath reſerved the| 
| beſt and greateſt things for his peo- 
| ple till chey come to Heaven: We 
| thall now come to the Ute and Ap- 
plication of this point. to our own 
ouls; Remembring that cloſe Ap- | | __ 
plication is the, very life and foul of ” 
| [reaching. . And as a man doth. not 
attain to health by reading of Gale, 
or knowing Hippecrates his. Apho- 
rims, bur by. the practical applica- 
tian of chem to remove the dilealez] 
{ono man will attain to true happl- 
nels by hearing, readings or com- 
mending what I have 1ipoke,: ar 
writ; bur by a cloſe Application, ad 
INE F' 5 bring- 


WEI _—___ww 


«= '% 


+ 


OT TID Y; xv 4" - . 


"_ 


od a 


4 Pg 


FT. 
wy 
, 

* = 

© 
= 
> 
% 
g 

=- 
CR 


7% 

: 

4 

"x 
_ 
PP —- 
4A 

a» 


Cd dt. A... A. 4 


— TT I” W—o_—_ 


— 


The beſt Things egg 


- {compared 
- with the 
$1718, 19, 
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| cation of the point is the hitting of 
the Mark, the white; and there- 


| -zarus in his boſom. And he cried and 
| | fard, Father Abraham, have mercy 
072 me, and ſend Lazarus that he may \\- 


| remember that thou mm thy lifetime re: | 


bringing home of all to his own 
loul, The opening of a point is a} 
drawing of the bow, but the appli- } 


fore, 

Firſt, If God hath reſerved the 
beſt things for Believers ti!l laſt, 
then by the rule of contraries, the 
worſt things are reſerved for Unbe- 
lievers till laſt? here wicked men 
have their Heaven, hereafter they 
{hall have their Hell; the time of 
this life is the day of their joy and 
triumph, and when this ſhort day is 
ended, everlaſting lamentations , 
mournings and woes follow: Luke 
16.22,23,24,25. The rich man alſo 
aicd, and was buried. And in Hell 
he lift ug his eyes, being in torment s, 
and ſeeth Abraham afar off, and La- 


-dip the tip of his finger in water and 
ecol my tongue ; for 1 am tormented in 


this flame , but Abraham ſaid, Son, 


ſr | __Ceivedlſt, [. 
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ceived}t thy good things , and like- 


ts comforted, and thou art torment- 
ed. 

Ah ſinners, ſmners! that day is 
haſtening upon you, wherein you 
(hall have puniſhment withoat pity, 
miſery without mercy,forrow with- 


| 


| out fuccour, pain without plealare, 


and torments without end ; Pſal;S 
a> TUpor the wicked he ſhall rain 


ſuares, fire and brimſtone, and an hor- 


| rible tempeſt ; this ſhall be the portion 


of their cup: Plal.140.10. Let burn- 

| tag coals fall upon them, let them be 
| caſt into the fire, into deep pits that 

they riſe not up again. 

Chryſelozus, upon that paſſage in 
the Golpel, that the Angels carried 
| away Poor Lazarus into Abrabzms 
bolom, and Hell {wallowed up the 
rich Glutton, faith, ( Ecce fratres, 
mors pauperis tctam vitam avoirts vi- 


+. 


Hlife "of- the wicked”, 
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wiſe Lazarus evil things, but now he | 
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cit, CF elario fola piuperis totam' di-| 
Vitis pompam tranſcendit C ploriam) 
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Behold Brethren, the very. deaths 
ofthe poor man exceſſeth the whole} 


and the"at-| 
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Tomes. |; 
' tying away _oulyof the poor man, | : 
' trahj{cendeth all the pomp and. glory | 
of the rich man: +, | 4y 
 Charon (in Lucian) requeſting | 
Acrcurine to fhew lum Fupiters Pa- |. 
lace above ;. how., ( fays Mercnrins); 
[that {uch_ a. Caittff. as, thou, , whole: 
Re converſation; hath been alcogether 
Bb with black ſhades and impure ghoſts, 
; | ſhouldeſt ſet thy foot in that pure 
place of light, what a dithonour 
derogation were thattothe pkce! - } 
. Ah finners! finners!. what a dif- 
. {honour -would it be to God, .to 
Chriſt,to Angels, to Saints, to Hea- 
| ven, if {uch- wretches as you are 
| ſhould be admitted into that Royal 
Palace.,, that Heavenly Paradile 
above ? 7 by 
| Ah! your portion is. below, and 
wy you are already adjudged to thole 
| | rorments. that are endlels, ealelels 
and remedilels, where the wormne- 
ver dics,, and the fire never. goeth 
| out. The day 1s,.coming upon. you 
ſinners, when all your ſweet [hall be 
turned into. bitter ; all your glory 
into: ſhame, all your plenty 1nto 
; {carcity; 


-— . - 


— —" — 


—_ GG - 


P* 4 reſerwed tl laft. 


lcaxcity 3. all your joyes/ into. ſor- 
rows 5 all your recreations into vex- 
ations,-and all your moinentary 
comforts into everlaſting tor- 
ments. 

Now you reign as Kings, youlook 
big, youſpeak proudly, you carry it 
highly, you walk contempruoulſly, 
| bur there 1s an after-reckoning a 
.coming that will appall you, and 
rorture you for ever. 
 -,.,The time of this life is your Sum- 
| mer, but there is a Winter come- 
ing upon you that ſhall never have 
end. God could not be juſt, if your 
worſt were not yet come; neither 
could he be juſt, if the Saints beſt 
{were not yet to come. Thetime of- 
this life is the Saints Hell, and the 
Sinners Heaven ; but the next life 
will-be the Saints Heaven, and the 
Sinners Hell. But p: 

Secondly, Then patiently wait 
for rhe enjoyment | of thole_ great 
Things that are referved for you ;:w 
Heaven ; Men will wait and wait 
Tong for ſome outward good, and}... .: 
will not you for the beſt and great _ 
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teſt good ? Are there not many 


tings that ſpeak out the greatnels 
.|of that glory that is relerved for 


you? As theprice that Chriſt hath 
paid for ir,and the great and glorious 
things by which ir is ſhadowed out 
ro us,As Canain, feruſalem,Paradilez 
and the dignity of the Inhabitants, 
there being none admitted under 


the degree ofa Do and the great'& 


{glorious earneſt of the Spiritz- and 


the great care, Coſt and charge that 
God hath been at to prepare and fit 
fouls for the enjoyment of it ; what 
do all thele rhings ſpeak out, but that 
the glory that is relerved for Belie- 
vers,is great glory,and is it not then 
worth a waiting for? Let not Satans 
ſlaves wair more patiently for a' few 
ounces of Gold, than you do for the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 

Again, as the things reſerved for 
you tm Heaven, aregreat, andthere- 


[fore wait; So they 'are certain and 
| 


{ure, and therefore wait, O'pattent- 
Ty wair for the enjoyment oft chent ! 
'whenthe Begger at the dovris ſure 


of ſpeeding, he will wait patiently, 
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Ne will wait unweariedly ; the glo- 
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you, they are made ſure and certam 
to you, by Word, by Covenant; by 
Oath, by Blood, by the Earneſt, by 
the firſt fruits, and by Chriſts taking 
poſſell:on of them in your Rooms, 
in yours ſteads; therefore patiently 
wait for the enjoyment of them: O 
Chriſtians!ic 1s but a very ſhorr time 
that God hath propoſed to be be- 
tween grace and glory,berween our 
Title ro. the Crown, and our wear- 
ing rhe Crown, and our right to 


poſleſſiion of the heavenly Inheri- 
rance. Ah Chriſtians, bear up brave- 
ly,bear up ſweetly, bear up paitent- 
ly, for it will be but a little, little, 
little while, before he that: ſhall 
come, will come and will not tarry, 
and when he doth come, he will 
not come ( vacms manibys) empry: 
handed; no, when he comes, he 


pron haſt made, and forevery 
oz 4 
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the heavenly Inhericance, and our] 


brings his reward with him, Rev. |, 
22.12, When he comes; he will 
reward thee for every prayer that 
Ser- |- 


Eph. 2. 6:|! 


John 1444, | 
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be beſt I hings 
mon that thou haft heard, and for 
every tear that thou haſt ſhed, and 
for every hour that thou hait pa- 
tiently waited ; and therefore wait 
[pariently til] che promilted Crown 

be tet upon thy Head. But 
Thirdly, If the belt chings are 
relerved for Belivers till they come 
to Heaven, O then ler no Believer 
jenvy, nor be troubled at the our. 
ward proſperity and felicity of the 
men of the world! What is darknels 
to Light, Chaft to Wheat, Drofs 
to Gold, Gall to Honey, Pebbles to 
Pearls, Earth ro Heaven ? No more 


brad En Too 3 
P - 


is all the glory and felicity that 
wicked, men have. in poſleflion,. to 
thole great and glorious things that 


Saints have 1n reverſion : - and there- 
fore, O Believer, 'let not wicked 
{mens pro{periry be ihy calamity |! 


There is! a t1uih 1n chat {aying. of 
Chryſoſt 03 ( Praſt art lerpenterm prove 
latrum 472 Viſcerrbles havere quam! tn- 
| vidzam , ) & ran were better havea 
Sefpent wmbling 11his bowels, than 
envy ; for -if a Serpeur ; have; food 

| : | given \, 
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given it, it will not feed upon a 
man ; but the more food is givento- 4 
2nvy, the:more it gnaweth him'in| W- 

hole bowels it is. Itisthe Juſtice 
of envy.to kill and torment the en- 
vious: Envy, it tortures the affe- & 
ions, it vexesthe mind, it inflames iy 
the blood, it corrupts the earth, it 3 
waſtes the Spirits, and fo it garment: : 
mans tormentor, and . mans execu-| 
tioner, at once; take heed Chriſtians; 
take heed of an envious eye, for that FS 
ulually looks upon other mens en-- | 1 
joyments thorow a Multiplying | 
Glaſs,-and fo makes them appear 
Sreater and bigger than. they are 
and this increates: torment, . this of- «Ja 
ten makes a Hell. We © 
| Iris reported of Panor mitanus, that 3 
a queſtion being asked before King 
Frederick, what was good for the} 
eyeſight; and the Phyſicians. an- | 
{wering lome one thing, {ome ange.|... 
ther x Sanmmzaris an{wered thaten: nk 
vy was very good; at which theſ :* - 
company: {miling, he gave this rea-, 
{ ſor fat it ;. becaute that envy makes 
all ghings appear digger than the 
We 7 ids: 
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| ves Was one day ruffling in his Pur- 


{ing and roaring in the flames of 


are. Ah Chriſtians ! Envy is a Ser-P< 
pent, a Devil that ſhould be abhor-P 
red and ſhunned more than. Hell it 
ſelf. O Chriſtian! with whae hearth 
canſt thou envy wicked mens pro-|{N 
ſperity, and worldly felicity,.if thou Þ1 
doſt butlook up to-thine own glory, 

and ſeriouſly conſider of their {ad I 
reckoning.and futurecalamity ? Di- 


b 
> 


ple Robes, Riches, and worldly 
glory,and the next day he was roul- 


A Q. © 


7 


helliſh miſery ; and how foon this 
may: be the portion of thoſe thou 
envyeſt, whocantell? and therefore 


to Heaven, O then let all Believers 


rather pity them, than envy them ; 
none-.need more prayer and pity, | 
than thoſe thar want hearts, than | 
|thole that have neither $kill nor will | 
to pity themfelves,to pray for them- 
felves; and ſuch are wicked men 
nader their outward proſperity :' 
and worldly glory, Fob 21.7.--20. 
But | 
Fourthly, If the beſt things are 
reſerved for Believers till they come 
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 * reſerved till laſt. 


De conteuted, thongh they have but 


ort commons in this. world ! He 
hat is an heir to a great eſtate , 
though in his non-age he be-kepr 
ſhort, yet this comforts and contents 
him, that though things are now 
ſhort with him, it will be but a 
little while before the Inhericance 1s 
letled upon him,and this makes him 
bear up ſweetly and-contentedly un- 
der all his wants and ſtraits: Ah 
Chriſtians ! Chriſtians! rthough for 
the prelent your wants may be ma- 
ny, and God may cut you ſhort in 
many- deſirable enjoyments, yet it 
will not be” long before the Crown, 
the Inheritance, be fully ſettled ap- 
on you, and then you ſhall never 
know what want means more, what 
{hort commons means more, there- 
fore be content with” your preſent 
condition, with your preſent por- 
tion, though it be never {o little; 
never io mean: Heb.13.5. Le 


ud be content with ſuch things as you 
ave, ( or as the Greek hath it, is 
mpgrrs. the things that are preſent ) 


at } 


p— 


t your | 
conver ſation be without Rage i" | 


- 


Phil-4+ 12, | 


J 
13, 14. 

1 Tim.6.6, 
3, 
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preſentibiug. 
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AS 


If thou live according 
to Narure, thou wilt 
- | never be poor; af accor- 
- 4 ding to Opinion, thou 
| wilt never be rich, ſaid 
the Heathen, Jerome, 


at this time the Hebrews had beet 
plundered of all their goods, an 


"—_ things, Chap. 10.34. And ſa? 


ad nothing, or that which was ag” 
go0d as nothing left ; yer they mu 
be content with preſent things, whe 
they had changed their Raiment for 
Rags, their Silver for Brals, thei 
Plenty for Scarcity,their Houles for 


t| 


|to his home, till he comes ro Hea- 


) Holes,and Caves,and Dens;yet then 
they muſt -be content- 
ed with preſent things : 
when men cannot bring 
their means” to their 
minds, then they muſt 
bring their _ minds to 
. their means; and when 
this is done, then a little will terve 
| the turn; a very licale will ſerve to 

carry a man thorow his Pilgrimage, } 
and to bear his charges till he comes} 


> eee axis _ ao Ronny, yay 


mm OR 9 oo 


ven ; alittle will ſerve nature, leſs 
-will ſerve grace, though nothing 
will {ervea man< luft | haveread of 


one Pit mrega poaly preacher whi 
Ya pling LUOX FE?! E7.2 godly-man 
© ng with hin,  atked himwhether 

he 


" ET Oe me Immmm©_. oe... 7 __ CO — 
* 


« 
" 
£4,> 


- P'Y : 
_— 


”Y 


 reſerwed till ba 


e was not much troubled and- af- 
FAicted for want of his ſight? O yes! 
laid Didymus, the want of my ſight 
Jis a very great grief and affliction to 
1me; whereupon Alexander - chid 
Ihim, ſaying, Hath God given thee 
the excellency of an Angel, ,.an 
JApoſtle, and art thoa troubled for 
tthe want of that which Rats and 
þMice-and brute Beaſts. have ? And 
flo Auguſtin upon the 12th.. Pſalm 
[ brings in God,rebuking a diſconten- 
ted Chriſtian, thus ; What is thy 
faith ? have I promiled thee thele 
things? what, _ wert thou made a 
Chriſtian that thou ſhouldeſt flou- 
rith here in this world ?, So may1 
{ay to Chriſtians that aredilconten- 
ted, dilquieted and diſturbed about 
the want of this or that worldly 
|; comfort; why are you. troubled 
about rhe want of this or that world- 
ly enjoyment ? you that have at in- 
| tereſt in God, an intereſt in the Co- 
venant, a right to Chriſt, a title to/ 
Heaven ; you that have ſo much 1; 
hand, and-more in hope ; you that 
ave ſo much in expeCtation,. and. 


If there 
were any 
happineſs 


the 
woul 
want 


S 
no* 


them, ſaid] -* 


Seneca. 
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1 | King IWillam Rufus to buy an Ab- 
| | | 


lo- much in reverſion; why do you 
fir fighing for the want of this out- 


the want of that ourward content- 
ment, conſidering what great and 
glorious things are relerved in Hea- 
ven for you ? It was ſaid of the great 
Duke of Guiſe, that ( though he was 
poor, as to his preſent nolfeſſions) 
yet he was the richeſt man in Frazce 
in Bills, Bonds, and Obligations, 
becauſe he had engaged all the 
| Noblemen in France unto himſelf, 
by advancing of them; a Chriſtian, 
though a Lazarns at Dives door, 
yet in reſpect of his propriety in 
God, and his intereſt in the Cove- 
nant, he is the richeſt, and the hap- 
pieft man in all the world ; and why 
then ſhould he not be content ? 
Well, remember Chriſtian, that the 
| ſhorteſt cur *o riches, and all world- 
ly contentments, 1s by their con- 
tempt it is grear riches, it is the beſt 
riches not to deſire riches; and God 
uſually gives him moſt that covets 
leaſt. When two Monks came. to 


— 
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bots 


J0! 
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ward comfort, and complaining forf® 


In 


— 


reſerved tl laſt. 


pots place, and endeavoured to out- 
bid each other ; a third Monk that 
Kame to wait on them, was asked 
hat he would give, he anſwered, 
Nota penny, I came to waiton him 
that {hall have the placezupon which 
he Kivg gave the waiter the place: 
Juſt io doth God often carry it to- 
wards his people in this world; they 
that ſeek it leaſt, ſhall have moſt. 

Solomon begs a wile heart, and God 
gives him that, and abundance of 
gold and filver, and honour, and 
what not, into the bargain : the beſt 
way to have much, is to be content- 
ed with alittle. 


I have read of Dieſes how he 
took away from one of his_Nobles}. *. 


almoſt his whole Eſtate, aud leeing 
| him nevertheleſs continue as chear- 
| ful and well contented as ever, he 
| gave him that again, and as much 
more z this is a common. thing with 
God, as 740g and. many thouſands 
can witnels ; ; the beſt way to have a 
pound, is to be contented with ' a 


penny; the belt way to have hun- 


dreds , is to be contented, with} 


h: —_. pounds, 


Plutarch. 


Job 1.and. 
the laſt of} 
Fob com- 
pres 
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| of him. 
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L | ing-and profefſing days, might this 


- |for you, make you bear up {weet-f 
. |ly and contentedly: under all your 


pounds ; and the beſt way 'to havg, x 
thouſands 1s to be contented wit 
hundreds. Ah thou unquiet and 
diſcontented Chriſtian ! canſt tho 
read over that ſaying of Caro, J.: 
Heathen, and not bluſh ? S: gad eft 2 
quo utar, utor ; fi non, ſci quis ſum b 
nmhi Vitio vertwit,quia mult is 200, Ar 
ego #llts, quia nequeunt egere : )I have, 
neither houſe, nor plate, nor garyy, 
ments of price it my hands ; - what t 
havel can ule; if. not, I can wan ; 
itz" Some blame me becaute I want 

| many things, and 1 blame them, beJ, 
caule they cannot want. How many], 
thouland Chriſtians in thele know - 


———_— 


Heathen put tothe bluth ? O Chri- 
| ſians ; Chriſtians !. Let the remem- 
| brance of the Crown, the King- 
' dom, the Treaſures, Pleatures and 
| Glories that are reſerved in Heaven 


i 
{ 
| 


outward wants ' in this world. 
But 13810 
Fifchly, If the beſt and greate 
things are reſerved for Believers all 
they 
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they come to Heaven, then make 
not a judgment of the Saints con- |. 
dition by chcir preſent ſtate ; if you 
do, you will condemn the Genera- 
tion of the Juſt ; what though they 
are now in rags, ir will not be long 
before they are cloathed in their | 
Royal Robes ; what though they 
are now abaſled, it will not be lon 
before they ſhall in the ſight of al 
the world be highly advanced ; what 
though they are now. under many 
wants, it will not be long before 
they ſhall be filled with all falnels ; 
what though they are now under 
many tryals and afflictions, yet 
it will not be long before all tears' 
ſhall be wiped away from their eyes, 
and their fighing turned into. fing- 
ing, and. everlaſting joys (ſhall be 
upon their heads ; and therefore 
do not judge of their condition by 
[their preſent ſtate, If you will needs 
be judging,-then look that you judge 
righteous judgment ; then look more 
at thelatrer end of a Chriſtian, than 
the beginning. Remember the pas 
tience of Fob, and conſider what 
end 
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"end the Lord made with him: Look 
not upon LZazarus lying at Dives 
door, butlying in 6 ed wg $20 


look not to the be penn of Foſeph, 
who was To far is ream,, | 


that the Sun-and ook ſhould reve- fc 
-rence. him, that for two years: he} 


was. caſt. where he conld neither 


ſee Sun nor Moon, but behold himif 


at laſt, made Ruler over all E pr, 
and reigning fourſcore years like 
King. Look. not upon David, as 
there was, but a ſtep between him: 
and death ; nor as he was envied 
by Sex/, _and hated by is Courtiers,. 
but. behold him ſeated. in his Royal 
hrone ( where he reigned: forty 
jour gloriouſly ) and and tied in his 
of. Honour, and his Son. Solo- 
mon, and his: Nobles: about him; 


When, Iſrael was difmiſſed out of| 
*| Egypt, it was with Gold and Ear- 
| riogs:;;3 and. when the Jews were 


diſmiſſed.out of Babylon, it was/with 
great Gifts, Jewels, and all; Necel: 
.|lary Utenſils, Mark the: perfect: 


man, aud behold-:the uprights. nd: 
| of that Man 1s, Peace. 
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V-hatever the : 
wants, 


"refages ill Ht 
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wanits;' the ſtraits; "the" troubles; "Me 
rials of rhe'Saidts.are-in this world; | 
yer their: end$ſhallbe peace, their 
ind ſhall be 'glorious;- rhe beſt things 
are reſerved for chenr till laſt, and Þ - 
thereforedo nov, O'de* fot judge of Þ. 
their» ' condition by their -preſear || 
ſtare; bar' rather judge of rlieft b 
their fucure condition,- by that' gfo- 
ry that is: referved- for them in” Hee jt 
ven. Bur, 
Sixthly,\If the prearefy and chic} 
ceſt things are reſerved for Believers} 
"till chey comeso Heaven; why then | x 
ler believers' keep up-in- their own'] 


ſouls a Eg nope EN pEctation | 
of CM _— and glorious] 
g8'that are he ” the |; 


hovpg ap! of thi oe wil be} | 
the keeping” up- 6f your hearts;'the | | 
Keeping 'up' of cheſe hopss, will be} 
the: bertering of your hearts; theT]. 
keepifip up of theſe hopes will niake\ | - 
every birrer ſweer, _ kata! fayeet Li. > 
more {weet : the keep up oftheſe AGF: 

hopes:will make' you! bay much for} - 

ou, and do mich for God: ©}; 
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| When Alexander went upon a 


"40 hopeful expedition, he gave away 
| his gold ; and when he was asked 
|'what he kept: for himſelf, he an- 


ſwered ( ſpem majorum & meliorum ) 
ce ol wary and better things. 
' Ah Chriſtians ! there is no work 


fo high and noble, there is no work 
fo' hard and difficult, there is no 


-.--, | work ſo low and contemprible, but 
"8 2 the Hopes of the great things reſer- 
:- [ved in. Heaven for you, will pur you 


6 = 


4 >. 4 - 


' Galen ſpeaks of a Fiſh called Vra- 


tf  oſcopms, which hath Hut one eye, and 


2. 


that is fo placed, that it 1s always 


. .[lookivg upwards towards Heaven : 
and fo ſhould a Chriſtians eye of 
Hope be always fixed 'on-God, on || 


Promiſes, on Heaven, on the Inhe- 


| ritance of the Saints in light,. and 
on all thoſe precious and glorious} 


things that are laid up. for them, 
in_that Royal Palace where Chriſt 


'\ *| Feruſalem, and by the way yviliting 


* 


rare 


_ 
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"Many brave Cities, with 
4 i 
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is all in all. KI cvot 
A devout Pilgrim rravellios .to] 
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| Ah Saints! Ah Souls ! ſhall the 


reſerved till laſt. 
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ſo faith a Chriſtian inthe midſt of 
all his worldly delights, comforts, 
and contents ; ' O thele are not the 
delights, the comforts, the contents | 
that my Soul looks for, that my Soul. 
expects and hopes to enjoy. | look: 


| and hope for choicer delights, for 


lweeter comforts; for more {atisfy- | 
riches. i 


great heirs of this world live upon | 
their hopes, and keepup their hopes, 
that- their Inheritances ſhall in time! 
be ſetled reſpectively upon them, 
and will not you, will not you 
live upon your . hopes, and keep; 
up your hapes' of enjoying all the 
Treatures) Pleaſures and + Glories' 


that are reſerved in Heaven for 
you'? A Chriſtians Motto always 
is .( or alway ſhould be, ) Speros 
meliora, I hope for better things, I 


hope for better things than any-the* 


monuments, and meeting with _ \ 
| friendly entertainments, would of-| 


ten-ſay, I muſt not ſtay here, this is | 
jon Feruſalem, this is not Feruſalem ; 


| 


- 


world| 


\ 


ing contents, and for more durable| . | 
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[world can give to me, or than any I 
jthat Satan can take from me. AB} 4 
Chriſtian-i$ alwayes rich in hope, 
' {though .he-hath nut always a peny ||\ n 
in band. [But 14 | it 
Seventhly, If there be ſuch great |], 
and glorious things reſerved for you || | 
Beb. 21. {in Heaven, then do nothing unwor- {| | | 
33. thy of your dignity, nor of that glo-; 
Phil. 3+ 14+ [ry that is laid up for you ; your cal- 
Ha. 63-4: the is high, your bonour is great,| 
'1your. happinels is -matchlets- 3 you! 
have 1o much in promites, ſo mpch | 
in expectation, and lo much in re- 
yerlion, 'as caunot be conceived, as 
cannot be. exprefied ; therefore do 
not-you ſtoop to fin,nor bow down 
to ; Satan, 'nor comply with the 
World, 
When Alexander was moved to 
n with. ſome perſons of inferiour 
rank, he refuled, ſaying, ir was nat | 
ft: for; Alexederito run in race 
with-any but Princes and Nobles. 
| - Al Chsiſtians! are you not more 
nobly bojn ? are you not better 
bred ? have yon not more Royal 
hope, than! to. ſtoop to laſt, 
6 W: > >, or 
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if 
We, 


reſerved till laſt. 
or to do as the men of the World ' 
do ? S|þ 
Antigonns being invited to din- |, 
ner, where a notable harlot was if 
to be prelent, asked counſel of | ' 
MMenedemus his Tutor, what he! | 
ſhou!d do ? and how he ſhould- car- | | 
ry him'elf ? his-Tucor bad him re- 
memHer that he_was a Prince, that | 


he was the Son of a King, . and this: | 
would preterve him. : | yi 
Ah Chriſtians ! nothing will pre- | g ;,, ,,. 4 
ſerve you from being bale, like the | of this -- ] 
remembrance of your preſent dig- | World, as 
nity, and of that furute glory that 'is | F*ter of 
laid up+for you. ma y : 
Ah Chriftians ! you are Kings ( tonon oÞ-þ 
elefted, you are Heirs apparent of | ejz hic Yit# 
a Crown, of a glorious Crown, of |is good ro: 
| a weighty Crown, of an incorrupti-|Þ< here. -* 
ble Crown, of an everlaſting Crown 3 
of Glory; O why then ſhould you - "1 
be crowning your ſelves with Rofſe- 
buds-? why then ſhould you rake} 
| up in the low enjoyments, and poor; 
 cotitentments of this world? © | 


\ 
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It was a gener6us ſpeech of ( that oY 
G.4 Hea- ——_—— 
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Heatken ) Themiſtocl:s, who com- 
ing by a thing that lcemed to be 
a Pearl in the dark, ſcorned to} 


| ſtoop for it, but bid another ſtoop, | 


laying, Stoop thou for this Pearl, for- 
thou art not Themiſtocles. O ler the 


| men_of the World ſtoop, and take 


up the World, © let them whoſe 
practice ſpeaks them out to-be of 
"the World, and to be Worſhippers 
of the Golden Calf (the World,) let 
thele dance about it, bow down 
'ro it, and takeupin it; but ler the 
Heirs of Heaven divinely ſcorn to 
| bow down to earth, or to take up 
in ir, or to be much taken with ir. 
It was a good laying of Seneca, ( VMa- 
jor ſum & ad majora naths gnam ut 


+{ mancipium ſim corporis mei,) 1 am too! 


great, .and born to greater things, 
than that 1 ſhould be as a ſlave to 
my body. 

Ah Chriſtians ! you are too great, 
and born to greater things, than 
that you ſkould be flaves to your 
bodies, or flaves xo your luſts, or 


thar 


ſlaves to the world; can you feri- | 
ouſly -conſider of the great things 


— MM COP__ — — | 


wy 


—— 


to 
World ? 
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Bur, 


things are relerved for the 
Saints: ?cill they come to 
Heaven ; then ler them 
deſire and long to. be pol- 
Tell _of _ thoſe bleT-d 


things: that are reſerved 


ably G 5 
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| wy 5 any *Q bs == OR 
| reſerved tilt laſt. tb 153 "2 
that are reſerved in Heaven for you, "<" 


and not fer your feet upoun- thoſe 
things that men of the” world fer 
their hearts upon ? can you look up: 
to _ future glory, and not bluſh 

e taken- with: the glory of this 


| What Alexander the Great faid 
to one of his Captains, that was 
called Alexander, ( Recordare nomi-\ 


nis Alexanari, ) remember the name' 


remember thy dignity and glory, 
and fee that thou doſt nothing un- 
worthy of the one, or the other. 


Eighthly,, If the beſt and oreateſt| 


in | Heayen for them. O-how do]. 
the heirs of this world long to have | 


Dy 


Tot 2 vita boni Chrift514%6 
ſantum - deſiterivum "eſt 
The whole Life af a. 
g20d Chriſtian is 20 ho# 
ly wiſh, fanh oge, © 
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heritances ſetled upon them! Some 


of them wiſhing their Relations 
dead, that ſtand between them and 
their inheritances ; and- others of a 


lictle better nature, wiſhing ' them 
in the bolom-of Abraham, that they 
might come to inherit, and that 
they may fuck the {weer, and take 
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| thei eſtates in their own hands !' 
how: do: they long to have their In- | 


up their” reſt in their worldly Inhe- 
ritances :. And ſhall not the Saints. 
defire and long to. be in a full and- 
happy poſſeſhon of that Crown, of- 
that. Inheritance, of .thoſe Jewels. 
that 'are reſerved in Heaven. for. 


why is it, that your heavenly Feru- 


[glorious treaſures, ſuffer not af ho- 
ly violence,, in reſpett of your ear- 


{neſt wiſhes, and burning- deſires af. | 


ter them ? 


p, 


hunger and thirſt, look and. 'ong 
y- 


wiſh and- defire after this heaven 


'Kingdom,. this glorious Inherit- 
| QUCE,, that. the Roman State had a. 


tem ?- Oh Chriſtians !” how is 'ir, | 


ſalem, your  manſtons above, your. 


The Primitive Chriſtians did ſo 


—— 


— _ *- * * — 


jealouſie: 


| reſerved till laſt. 


| 


[ ſpirit now to be found ? Moſt men| 


| But ah Chriſtians ! you have 


ſes did for the fmoke of his Houle! 
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jealouſie of them, as if they had af- 
fected their Kingdom, and: their 
worldly glory ; but where is that 


live now as if there were no Heaven, 

or elle, as if Heaven were not worth 

a ſeeking, worth a deſiring, as if 
Heaven were a poor, low, contemp- 

tible thing. 


learned better, | and therefore be 
you .much in defiring and longing 
to get into that glorious City, where 
Streets, Walls and Gates, are all 
Gold, yea, where Pearl is but as Mire 
and Dirt; and where are al} Plea- 
ſures, all Treaſures, all Delights, all 
Comforts, all Contents, and that for 
ever ; this word for ever,is a bottom- 
leſs depth, a conception without end-;| 
it is a word that {weetens all the. 


Heaven to be Heaven. I can hardly 
call :him.a_ Chriſtian thar \dorh not! 
long more after ſ{pirituals;. and after! 
the great. things that are reſerved: 


glory above, and that indeed makes} 


jn Heaven for the. Saints, than UVly/- 


, 
. 
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Ah ſmners, ſinners ! the People 
of God have but little in hand, 
though they have much: in hope ; 
they have but lirtle in-the bag, what- 
'ever they may have in- the bank; 
they have but lirtle in che Ciſtern, 


"Fountain 3 they have bur little in 
"poſſeſſion, whatever they may. have 
in reverſion ; and rherefore do nct 


[this world: affords, who are filled} 
with. envy again(t Chrilts precious 
ones, though: their Eſtates are out.|: 


-of their hands. Old Facob i{peak- 


| $88 ef MlASns : ing| 


whatever they may have in the| 


envy them : Who but Monſters] 
will envy the-Child in the Cradle, | 
'or in- the Arms, or in his non-age, 
though he be an Heir to a great] 
'Eſtate, m,as much as tt is out of his | 
hand; and. he is not in the poſlet-|. 
ſion of ic ? and yet ſuch Monſters | 


reſerved til laſt. ; " " 157 T 


ing of his Son 7oſeph, ſaich, That 
[the Archers have ſorely grieved 
him, and ſhot at him, and hated 
him; and Hierome expounding the 
» words, noteth, ( Hic invid:am cum 
| arcu & ſagittis introducs ad ſagittan- | jy queſtio- | 
dum quod immaculatum eſt,) that here] nib. He- 
| envy is brought in with a bow and] brz- 
arrows ſhooting at that which is 
immaculate, and where there 1s no 
ſpot to be a mark for-it;. or elſe, 
as an Archer duth let up ſome white 
ching to be the mark at which he 
(ſhoots ; fo itis the whirenels of ſome 
good thing or other againit which 
envy ſhoots. Such is the wrath, the 
1age, the hatred, the envy of wicked 
men againit the Saints, that they 
will ſtil] be envying- of chem upon 
one {core or another. ; ſuch was 
'SauPs envy to Davida, that David} 
 chooſes-rather to live under Kirig 
Achiſhan Enemy, than to live under 
 Sauls envy ;. nay, ſuch was Saxls en- 
by, apainſt David, that when David 
*plaid on his Harp, to cure him of the 
evil Spirit that haunted him, that 
me chrew his ſpear at him to de. 
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Hizyon. 
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Bern. de 


mo, C. 2. 


nvy 15 


ike CEr- 


ſtroy him ( mallens a malo ſpirutu tor” 

weri, nam Davidem v1vere, ) choo- 
fng rather to be tormented with 
atrevil ſpirit, 'than that Dav:dſhould 
live. And ſuch was Cams envy to 
Abel,” that though he had but one 
Brother, "hay, though.there was but 
one Brother in all che werld, yet en- 
raged envy will waſh her hands in 
that Brothers blood. 

Chryſologus noteth of the rich glut- | 
ron, who would have Lazarus to 
be ſent to him, that being ſtill cru- | 
el and envious towards Lazarus, 
he would have him to be {ent ( Ad 
infernum de gremio, de ſolio ſublimi ' 
ad profundiſſtumium chaos, ad tormen- 
rorum ſtridovem, de ſanfta quiete be- 
; torn, Jt heil, from the boſom of- 
Abraham, to: the bottomlets gulfe ; 
from the higheſt Throne of glory, 
to the gnaſhing and grinding of tor-: 
ments, from the holy retit of che 
bleſled ; the truih is, Envy ſticks fo 
clole tothe hearts of wicked men, 


a'n Flies 


Wled Cantharides, who light ſpecially upon the faireſt 
heat, and moſt blown Roſes. | 


that courteſies provoke it, offices of || 
8-2: 


md — 


love | 


—_— 


_ 


acl. Ad. cs Dt ot. 


| : reſerved till laſt. 


love and reſpect ſwell it, and an 
2minency in- gifts or graces enrages| 
it, no man of worth hath ever eica- 
ped it. Neither mine aCcuſers, nor 


me, bur envy only, which hath, 
and doth, and will deſtroy the wor: 
thieſt that ever were ;' and therefore 
the ſame perlon- withes, that envi- 
ous men had more eyes, and more 
ears than others, thar to they might 
be tormented more than others, by: 
beholding others happineſs. Well 
ſinners, if oY won eee all rhat 
hath: been faid, you- will {till be en- 
vious againit thoſe gracious ſouls 
that have bur little in hand, though 
.they have much in hope; -if you will 


ous againſt thole, ro whom 
ftruments ) you. are beholding for 
all the mercies, comforts and con- 


my crime ( faith. Socrates ) can kill} 


tents, that you enjoy in this world, 
then'know, that your envy will tor- 
ture you, your envy will flay you, 


'be envious againſt thoſe who ſtand | 
between - you and wrath, between} 
you and Hell; if you will be env} 


( as in-} 


Pro. 14+ 3 
Job 5- +4: 
Mat, 23 -; 
13, 14,1 5+" 


4 


An 


your envy will. prepare the hotteſt} | 
[no darkeſt, | 
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| 2 Cor. $.1. 
| Rev.6.11, 
-4ch. 7.9.13; 


| y 


; 
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-- 


you. But, 


reſerved for Believers ?cill they come 
to Heaven, then let not any outward 


Tenthly, If the beſt things are || wt 


darkeſt, and loweſt place in Hell for Þ ont 


tak 


loſſes trouble you, nor-deject you ; ||| ov 


what is thy lols of a Houle made 
wich hands, to one eternal in the 
Heavens ? what is thy loſs of rags, 
to the Royal Robes above ? what is 
thy loſs of Earth,to thy gain of Hea- 
ven? what is thy lols of a Husband, 
Wife, Child, Friends, to the enjoy- 
ment of God, Chriſt, Angels, - and 
the Spirits of the juſt men made 
pertect ? 

When Paulinus Nolanus his City 
was taken from him by the Barbari- 
ans, he Prayed thus to God ; Lord 
let me not be troubled at the lots 
of. my Gold, Silver, Honour, &c. 
| for thou art ail, and much-more than 
all tho!e unto me. 

When Demetrius * asked Stilpo 
Wife, his Children. and Counrey 
were all burnt ; he an{wered, that 


he. had loſt nothing, counting that 
only 


what los he had 'uſtained, when Ris | 


4% « WW 1 7 S795 
b 


on ENG aber $7” "IE TEE hang - 
reſerved till laſt. | 


only his own, which none. could |' 
take from him, to wir, his vercues ; 
what an unlovely, what an un- 
comely thing would it be, to ſee a 
rich Heir, upon the loſs of a Ribbon 
out of his Hat, or upon the loſs of 
a Glove from his Hand, &c. to ſtand 
ſighing and grieving, vexing and 
lamenting ? or to ſee a Prince, upon 
the burning up of his ſtables, and | 
our-houſes, to ſtand wringing his 
hands, and beating his Breaſts, and 
to cry our undone, undone, when 
his Royal Palace is ſafe, his Crown 
lafe, his Trealures ſafe ? as unlove-}.". 
ly, yea, a more unlovely and- un- 
comely thing ir is to-lee a Saint up- 
on the account of loſing Wife, Child, 
friend, &c. to cry cut undone, un- 
done, no forrow to my forrow, no 
lo's to my loſs, when his great Allis 
lafe, when his Crown, his Heaven, 
his Happine!s, his Bleſſednefs is fafe.” 
Baſil bringing in Fob comforting his 

ife under all their fad loſſes and 
calamities, makes him ſpeak thus ; 2 
Semper proſpere agere folins eft Det"; | 
bibifti liquidum vita laticem, & thr-\ | 
| | bidum\ 
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V1 
Si Pal. 33-1. 
Z Pla. 39-1 2, 
1s If. 44-16, 
4 Joel. 2.23. 
ech.10.7. 


I Phil. 3. I: 
| _ 4:41. 


X —— ——_ 
bidum jam toleranter bibe ) it belong 4)oy 
eth to God only, always to enjoy 
contentment. Thou halt drunk of fr: 
the clear waters of this life ; now} W! 
drink. of them patiently, when they } J©' 
are troubled. Burt, | J1x 

Eleventhly, If the beſt things Þ| 8c 
are reſerved for Believers 'ti!l they I} V1 
come to Heaven, then let Believers | 
live chearfnlly, and - walk comfor- 
tably up and down in this World. 
Ah how chearfully and merrily do 
many grear heirs live ! though for 
the preſent things: -go hard with 
them', the hopes of:a good Inheri- 
tance makes them- ſing care 'and 
{orrow away. It 1s not for the ho- 
nour of Chriſt, nor for the glory of 
the Golpel, to have the Heirs of hea- 
ven look ſo ſadly, and walk fo 
mournfully, and io dejetiedly, as 
if there were no Heaven, or as: if 
there 'was nothing laid up for them 
in Heaven ; # becomes not the Sons 
of glory, with Rachel, to pive fo 
much way to weeping, as to refuſe 
to. be comforted. Doſt thou not 
remember, O Chriſtian ! chat'the 
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joy 
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Joy of the Lord is thy ſtrength 3| I. 
thy doing ſtrength, thy bearin 
ſtrength, thy prevailing ſtrength: | 
what, haſt thou forgotten, that the | - 
Joy of the Lord is thy ftrength to 
live, and thy ftrength to dye ? if 
not-z why with Cain doſt thon walk 
np and down with a dejeCted coun- 
| tenance, with a caft- down 'counte- 
| nance. ? A beautiful face 1s at all| - : 
[times pleaſing to the eye, but then! | : 
eſpecially when there 1s joy mant-! 
feſted in the conncenance ; joy in the: | 
face, purs'a new beauty upon a per- 
ſon, and makes that which beforef | 
was beautiful, to be exceeding beau- | 
tiful ; it pats a luſtre npon beauty. So 
doth 3 t a laitre, and a beauty | 


4 


upon a” Chriſtian, and upon all his 
words, his ways, his works 3 jt was 
this that ' made the faces of ſeveral 
Martyrs to ſhine as if they had been 
the faces of Angels. One obſerves 
of Chriſpina, that ſhe was chearful | 1, 4;,. 
when ſhe was apprehended, and | inPfa.137+ 
joyful when ſhe was led to the}. 
Judge, 'and merry when ſhe was 
{ent-inro* Priſon ; fo when ſhe was 
19 bound, | 


\ —_ as 
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- {Heaven for you. 


bound, when ſhe was broughFDex 
forth, when the was lifred up in gved/ 
cage, when ſhe vas heard, whethheſs 
ſhe was condemned, in all- theldybe 
things ſhe rejoyced z fo that. the 
who were milerable, thought her toſybe 
be milerable, who indeed was hap-Jper 
py under a ſpirit of joy : when Can: 
far was (ad, he uled to lay to him- 

ſelf, (*Cogira te Ceſarem efſe, ) thinkIbe 
thou arc Ceſar. Ah Chriſtians ! jt 
when you are fad. and dejected,Jth 
think of your dignity and glory, || ni 
think of al thoſe precious and pglo-} 
rious things that are reſerved in} 


It becomes not Chriftiars, who || 
have ſo muck in reverſion, to be 
like Agelaſtus ( Grand. father to 
Craſſus Fo o never laughed in all 
his life, ſave. once, and that was 
wren he ſaw a Mare” eating of|, 
Thifiles ; nor like Anaxagoras Cla-| 
z2&nins, who was never ſeen to 
laugh or ſmile, from the day of his 
birth, to the day of his death. Chri- 
ſtian ! I defire to leave that ſerious 
and ſad word upon your heans, 


Dent. 


wn, 2-4 LT 


- 
in——_— 


© reſerved till ft. 


Deut. 28. 47, 48. Becauſe thou ſer- | 
vedſt not the Lord thy God with joyful- 
rſs and with gladneſs of heart, for | 
he abundance of all things ;, therefore 
halt thou ſerve thine enemies, which 
the Lord ſhall ſend againſt thee, in hun- 
rer, and in thirff,, and in nakeaneſs, 
«nd in want of all things; and he ſhall 
pur a yoke of Tron upon thy neck_ until 
be have deſtroyed thee. Sad ſouls, 
t- will” be your wiſdom ro' make 
this: Scripture your daily compa- 
nion, and to ponder it feriouſly in 
your hearts, as Mary did the lay- 
ing of the Angel, God takes it ſo 
unkindly at his Peoples hands, that 
they ſhould be fad and fighing, la- 
menting and- mourning,” when th 

{ſhould be' rejoycing and” delighr- 
ing themſelves in the Lord, for the 
abundance” of his mercies ;; that he 
threatens to purſze them with alt 
forts' of miſeries and calamiries to 
the-very death; A fad dejected (pi- 
rir © pets many foul mouths' that | 
God would have ſtopt, and . fads 
many -precious - Souls that God 
would have gladded, and diſcoura- 
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fly with {uch ſad fouls, who make} at 


ges. many . weak Chriſtians, and} 
young beginners, whom God would ©! 
have encouraged, and animated ; and 

therefore we need not wonder. if ie 
God ſhould deal ſo {adly and levere-} 


lictle of ſadding many at once, vrz-{ 


——— 
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finitely more..in the. great and glo-: 


rejoyce them, than there. can be 


| the joy. of che Martyrs,. both encient | 


, leaperh for joy, ( faich-one.of them): 
||that-I am 1o near the apprehenſion: 


God, Chriſt, the Spirit, and many. | 
precious ones, . of whom this World 
is not worthy ; Surely there is in- 


riqus, things that are reſerved for'|ſ|! 


in- all the. tronbles: and trials; -af- | 
fictions: and temptations thac they } 
meet . with in this. World;: to ſad, | 

eve and deject. chem. Ah Chri- 
ſtians!_ the great and glorious things 
that arereſerved.in Heaven for-yop, 
will afford you ſuck /an, exuberan: / 
cy. of joy, as' no. good can: match, 
as.no evil can over-match; ;- witneſs 


and. modern. ' Q: how ;my- heart: 


| \as eternal Bliſs. But, 


Twelfthly, | | 
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Come it.z there is no way to Para- 
dile, but, by this. flaming ſword 7 
there-is no way tao thole heavenly 
treaſures, but- through this-dark en- 
try; there is-no wayto life, immor- 
tality.and glory, but by dying ; there 
is no coming to a clear, fall and con- It 
ſtant fruition. of God, but-by- dy- ki: 
ing': Auguſtine upon thole 5, Moſes, Fatoband'\\3 
words, Gen. 33. 20, 21. old Simeon. *< I 
Thoy canſt not ſce my face, So Comper, Nazjan-|\' 
and live, makes-this- ſhort, W YO Ce 
but {weert reply 3 Then awp--3" dhe k 
Lord (let me die, that I Precipit_.ut quiſqur vie 
may ſee thy face. Shall I tamſuar futuri deſi-|\s 
die ever ( faith one. )' yes ; © 4trio laboret, preſen-T 
or ſhall IT die at all, \ yea, © Ledis. Bern. 4 
why then, Lord, if ever, why not now, | I: 
mhy not now ?- So St. 4ndrew,taluting | 
the Crots.on which' he was crucified, |: 
cried: out, 7 ake me 'from men, and re- 
ftore me tomy Maſter. SO Lawrence 
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Sazders, when he was come to the Þ 


ffake at which he was to be Burnt, || 


{kiſſed it, faying, Welcome the Croſs 
of Chriſt, Welcome everlaſting life. 


Ah Chriſtians ! can you read 0- 


ver theſe inſtances, and not bluſh, 


. [and not be troubled that theſe wor- | 


zthies ſhould be to ready, and ſo 
willing to dye, that they might | 
come to a happy fruition of thoſe 
Slorious things that are reſerved 
in Heaven for them, whilſt you are 
unwilling to dye, whilſt your de-| 
fires are rather ( with Peter ) ro build 
Tabernacles here, than to be in a 


[full fruition of God, and in a hap- 


py - poſſeſſion of your Heavenly 
Manſions ? Cypriar tells of a Biſhop, 
who being near-his death, and nn- 
willing to dye, and praying to God 
for a longer life, an Angel appeared 
anto him, and with an angry coun- 
renance reproving him, ſaid, ( Pati 
timetts; exire de vita non Vultis, quid 


| faciam wobis ? ) Ye fear to. luſter, 


yo will not go out of this life, "what 
all I do unto you? Ah Chriftians, 
Chriſtians ! how juſtly may that Fa- 


ther 


4 


7 


3 ther be angry with his-child, thart| 


joy him? And is not this your caſe ? 
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is unwilling to come home? and 
that Husband with - his Wife, who 
is unwilling to ride to him ina rai- 
ny day, or to crols the Seas to en- 


is not this your caſe ? I know it is. 
Well Chriſtians, let me a little} 
expoſtulare the caſe with you, 'that | 
if it be poſhble I may work your 
hearts into a willingneſs to -die, 

yea, to. deſire death, to long for | 
death, that ſo you may come to-a- 
fall Fruition of whatever is relery- 
ed in Heaven for you; and that I 
may, I beleech you Chriſtians, tell | 
me, 
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man-to Chriſt ; and cthat-is nor a 


| life, but death, that ſeparates the li- 
ving manfrom Chriſt. As it is im-|[} 


poſſible for the Leaven that is in the 
4B ſeparated from_the 
Doiigh, after it is once mixed, for it 
tarneth the nature of the Dough 
into it ſelf ; ſo ir is impoſhble (either 
in life or death) for the Saints ever 


Chriſt in reſpect of union 1s in the 
Saints, as nearly as the Leaven in 
the very "Dough, ſo incorporated 


| one -into another, as if Chriſt and| 


they were one lump. But 
Secondly, (For 1 ſhall bur touch 
upon things) tell me, O Chriſtian! 


who art unwilling to dye; whe- 
. (| ther death can Yiſlolve or unty 

1that ' marriage-Knot, that by 
' | Spirit on Chriſts Tide, and by Faith 


on Thine, is knit between Chriſt 


and thy Soul ? no, death cannot un- 
_ []rie that knot, He. 2. 19 20. Why, 


why then, O Chriſtian ! art thou un- 
willing to die, as long as the mar- 
| Jock holds faſt between Chriſt 


| _ 
and thy Soul ?.I readily granc, that. 
* Bp death , 


} 


to be ſeparated from Chriſt, for| 
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that is knit between man and wife ; 
but death, nor Devil, can never dil- 
ſolve the marrage-knor that is 
knit between Chriſt andthe beliey- 
ing ſont. - Sin' cannot diflolve'that 
marrage-knot that is knit} berween 


- 


Chriſt and a Believer ; and -if fin-can- 
nor, then certainly death that came 
in by fin cannot ; though ſin. can'do 
more than death, yet ſin - cannot 
make null and void - that: glorious 
marrage that is between-Chriſt ;and' 
the ſoul; therefore a Chriſtian ſhould 
not be unwilling todye. But 


Thirdly, Can Death;' O Chri-: 
venant_that God hath taken thee: 


them to do them good, but I will 
| my fear intheir hearts, that they (þ 


be dead, yer God is Abrahams God: 
ſill; by - covenant, and , by vertue 


ww. cacao a@A 
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death diſſolves that marriage-knor | 


ſian ! diſſolve: that 'glorious co-! 


into'? No, death can never diffolve |} 
that covenant, Fer. 32. 40. And1\ 
will make an everlaſting Covenant with || - 
them, that I will not turn away from 


not depart from me. Though Abrabam| 


þ 
Jer. 3-1,2, Þ 
$54» $3 ro, 
compared, I 
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| 


then, why ſhouldeſt: thou be afraid 
of death ' by why ſhouldeſt chou be un- 
willing to die ? 


bed, he drew his ſtrongeſt conlo- 
lation out of: this Well of 'Salvation 
the Covenant: / 
| though my howſe lie not ſo with Gad,, 
yet he hath made with me an everlaſt., 


to grow. 
[nant remains firm and good be- 
tween you and ther Lord, . both/'in 
life, and in- death ;- aud- therefore 
there is no 'reaſon why you thould. 
be unwilling to die ; there, are three 
things that- are impoſſible- for God 
todo,” viz... to die, to lie, or deny. 
himſelf, or-that:gracious Covenant: 


(therefore - death ſhould -+ 
6 deſirable thin: erritig'y to gre 


ious fouls. Buti' 7 m 
Femnhly, Tell 'me,.O, ot 


on everlaſting Covenant, Abra- 
hami((hall- be raiſed -and- glorified 3.0 | 


When David was upon his dying 
2 Sam. 23.5. Al-| 


ing Covenant, orfered tan ll things'&: || 
ſure; for this is all my Salgyttion,: aud 
All my deſire, althongh he makg it nos | 


Dear hearts, the Cove. 
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_ he-hath.made -with 'bis"peoples; 1 


> ee 
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]to love are taken out of: that bo- | 


| 


—m—n——_————_— 


" reſerved mull / 


_ "ICH 
ba 1 ad” | 


ſtian! can"death dilolve bor © loverom, 11s. | 
{that is between"the Lord 'and thy | 
ſoul ?. No, *dearh' canner, for -his | Dear. 9.7, 
love is not founded npon any worth 


or Excellency in - thee, nor upon 
any. work or ſervice done by thee ; 
but his love is free; he loves, be- 
cauſe he will love; all motives 


lome, that is love and {weetne!s 
it ſelf.” His love is everlaſting, it is | 
like himſelf, Fer.31: 3.1 have loved 
thee with an everlaſting love,therefore 
with loving vaneſs kave I drawn 
thee. John 13. 1. Whom be loved, | 

he loved to the ey” Ifa. 54.8,9, 10. 

In a little wrath I hid my face from 


thee for a momient,, but with ,everlaſt- | | 
ing kindneſs will I have mercy on thee, 
faith the Lord thy Redeemer, For this | 


5 as the waters cf Noah unto me; for 
as T have (wer nthatthe waters of Noah | 
lhould no more 20 over the earth ; jo, 
have 1 ſw orn that I will not be wroth | 
with thee, nor rebuke thee. For the' 
mountains ſhall depatt, ard the hills be 


removed, but my kindneſs ſhall: not de- | 
pov} from thes ; neither ſhall the;Cove- | 


3. nant 


— — 


1 5 
'8 


— 


o Oe wont eters Leone 4-4 " 
\ 


«a 7 Sx The beft T hing 


;- 
| nant of: eace be removed, aith the 
| - | rrakygr A rey mercy on <4 " The it 
love of Jeſus Chriſt was to' Lazarm I} 
when dead,” John 11. 11. Our friend 
il — |] Lazarrs ſleepeth ; by all which it is 
q moſt evident, thar. death cannot diſ- 
| {olve that precious love that is be- 
S - tween the Lord and. his children : 
1 O why then are they afraid to die ! | 
why then do they not long-to die, | 
i . \ that they may bein the everlaſting |? 
I arms of divine love ? the love of the | 
Jl Lord is everlaſting, it is a love that 
| never dyes, that never decays, nor 
waxes cold ; it is like the tone 4[- 
beſtizs, of which Selinus writes, that 
being once hor, it can never be 
. | cooled again. Death is nothing but 
1a bringing of a loving Chriſt, and 
| Faor, fouls together ; why | then 
ſhould not the Saints rather 'defire 
| it, than fear it, or be diſmayed atit ? 
But 7 
Fifthly, Can Death, O thou. be- 
lieving ſoul, diſſolve thoſe gracious 
| grants, or thoſe grants of grace-that 
(the Lord hath vouchſaifed to thee ? 
as. the grant of reconciliation, the 


- 41] grant 


CN TTT— ——  — 


- I 0 - og wp *-\ - 
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ani; 2571; as; 


f | grant of acceptation,. the grant of| 
| |Juſtificarion, the grant of adoption, 
[the grant of remiſſion, &c. No,| 1 Cor. 3. 


gracious grants, Rom. 1 1. 29. for the. 
 Bifts and calling of God are without 
repentance; why then, O Chriſtian, 
art thou- unwilling to die ? indeed, 
were it in the power of death, to | 
make void any of thoſe noble and 
gracious grants that- God. hath 
vouchlaſed to thee, thou: mighteſt 
'be afraid, and unwilling to dye; 
| bat that being a work too great, and |. 


why ſhouldeſt thou not in a holy 
triumphing way, fay with the A- £ 


O grave, where i thy vittory? The' 55,56, 5% 
ftine of death 5s ſin, 4 the ſtrength | — 

| of ſm 19 the-Law. But thanks be to God 
which giveth us the wittory, through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. A Chriſtian upon: 
|the account of what is laid up for 
him, may, and ought divinely'. ro 
out-brave death; as this precious, - 
Saint did a little before wr 15 
out: her laſt into - the botom--of | 
H4 Chrift,'. 
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"death cannot difolve any of + theſe | 21,22, 23. 


[too hard for death ro accompliſh, | — 


gr 


poſtle, O Death,. where is thy fting ?| , cy, 16; 
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Come; {aith ſhe, and fee death and 


x free both from the. pains of death, 
- Jand from the fear "of death, ſhe 
TM KBew him in whom ſhe had be, 
> Tim. x, {\ieved ; ſhe knew right well that 
I" death could not diffolve thoſe gra- 
I cious grants that God had vouch- 
'afedio her; and therefore when ſhe 
came to it, ſhe made no more of it 
to die, thanwe ro dine, But 
Sixthly, _ Tell me, Chriſtians, 
4;d not Chriſt come to deliever you 
irom the fear of death? yes, -he did 
come into the world, and did rake 
vur . nature. upon him, that he 
might deliver us from the fear of 
[ death, Heb. 2:14, 15. Why then 
| hould you be unwilling toggle ? 
; Tell me,. hath not Chriſt difa 
; death of all its hurting power, and 
lraken away its ſting, that it cannot 
'narm you ? yes, he hath, 1 Cor. 
5. $5, 56, 57- Why then ſhould 
{you be unwilling to die? Tell me 


im 


acc Wo Ceo Oe 


| Chriſt, (he called' - for a Candle, | 


this ſhe ſpake ſmilingly, out-bra-1' 
vivg death in a holy tenſe, being | 


[omh, will not Chriſt be with you| 


| OSU ies = Atty 
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177 | 


{in chat hour, wilt) he not ſtand by! 
ou, thouph others ſhould” deſert 
tyou? yes, we have it- under his 
own hand, that he will 'be' preſent 
| with us, and-thar? he wilt -neither 
living wor dying leaverus; .nor for- 
fake ras} Pſal.254i4. Heb. 135,6. why 
then fhould* you be unwilling to 
die? Tellme, Oh trembling Chri- 
'ftians, hall death be any more to 
| YOu ahan 4 change, a change of 
| ya change of tompany, p! 
' change of employment, a change of 
: enjoyment? No certainly, death to 
'us will be bur a change, yea, 'the' 


happieſt change that ever we met]. 


| Wn Fob: 14: 14. Fohn ty. 26. 
1'Fhef. 4. 14. why then 'ſtisuld" you 


die.is nothing-bur-to change Earth 


for Heaven,; Raggs for - Robes, 
Crofſes for :-Crowns, and Prifons for! 


]Chriſt, .by: his-lying- it the Grave, 


oo 


Chriſt. 
| Cyprian: Fi | 


be 'unwilliag? to die, ſeeing that to] 


'Thrones, OC ? Bat tet -me' once | 
more; "Chriſtians, hath not? Jeſus] * 


lanified the Grave, and perfumed” 


—  ——— 
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Erus et te bi 
mere More : 
tem qui ad f. 
Chriftun 

nolit ive. Þ 
Let him þ 
fear. death 
that is lorh 
to pOto ... 


arid {ſweetned- the Grave ? hath he 
oh his blood and death 'purcha- 
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fed: 
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> 


the grave 
hath done all this for us: O why 


| 


then ſhould you be unwilling to 


|\chen ſhould you .be unwilling to 
' die? . .O why ſhould yow not upon 
all. theſe accounts long for it, -and 
whenever- it comes, 1eadily 'and| 
willingly.,;.chearfully and ſweetly, 
embrace. it? Oh Chriſtians, 'Chri- 
fijans42t but your hopes, and your 
hearts be more fixed upon the things 


© 


that are, reſerved in Heaven, for-you, 


death,, nor feel it- whenyit comes. 
Pur .- SIR 


| cure, you of all corporal and. ſpirt- 
Y ' twal/ 


h. Wobba le lf 
i Seventhly, Death will perfeQtly 


9.4 ſoft and eaſie bed in| 
? yes, we believe he | 


die; once more tell me, Chriſtians, |. | 
. -| wilh not. Jeſys Chriſt raiſe you out |. ] 
| of the grave, after you have taken a| ' 
{bort. nap ? will he not cauſe you- 
to. hear. his voice ? will he not call, : 
you.out of that withdrawing room, |- 
1the grave, and bring you to. irfl- 
_*'moriality,and glory * yes, we be- 
eve. he will, Zobn 6. 39, 49. -L Cor- 
ie 115-11 The. 4. 14. ---- wlt. Q- why 


and; then you will ether - fear} - 


— —_— 
I 


—_— PS - << 


! cual diſeaſes at once ; As the aking, 


* [the ulcerous body, and the polluted 


. Full of diſtempers, ſo that your wi- 


. | full of wounds, bruiſes, and putrifying 


reſerved till laft. 


4 : 


head, and the unbelieving heart; 


ſoul. Now your bodies are full of 
| boils, full of aches, full of diſeaſes, 


feſt Phyſitians know not what to 
ay to you, nor what to do with 
| You, nor how to cure you ; it is of. 
ten with your bodies, as: it was with 
the civil and eccieſiaſtical body. of 
the Jews, which from the ſole of phe! 


feet even to the crown of the head, ws 


fores ; but now death will perfectly 
cure you all, death wil] do that 
for you, that yow could not do for 


| your ſelves; death will do that for | 


that all your friends could not 


| you, that the ableſt and. wiſeſt Phy- 
ficians could not do for you, it-will 
{care you -of every . ach, of every 
j4ib &c.. At Stratford Bow,in Queen 


man anda blind. man at one ſtake ; 


« 


|the. lame man after he was chained 


| Ultimus 
mr b3ry'n 
medics 
mrs, 


you, 
do for you, death will do that for | 


| Mary's da s there was: burnt a lame |,” 


—  — 
—_ 


[ſt 5.6. Þ 


|caſting away his. crutch, bade the 
mT” bling | 


KC 


chef Thing GG 
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pr miſe * 


tua 


witiorum? 


What Is 


blind man, be of good comfort, for 
death (faith he) will cure us both, 


rh but 
he burial 
of yices. 
tbroſ. ae 
2 mortls» 


thee of thy blindneſs, and me of my 


lameneſs. 


Ah Chriſtians ! Death will cure 
you of. all your infirmities, of all 
your diſtempers, and why © then 
ſhould you be unwilling to''die ? 
Mecenas in Seneca, had rather-live 
in many Gileaſes, than die' 3 bur 1 
hope hetrer things” of you, for 
| whom Chriſt hath died. : 

And as death will cure all your 
bodily diſeaſes, fo it will cure all 
your {oul-diſtempers al'o. Death 
is not mors homints, but mors pecca- 
tz; not the death of a man, but the 
death of his fin (peccatum erat obſtie- 
trix mortis, & mors it, ulchrum pec- 
cati,) Sin was the Mid-wife Har 
brought death into the world, and 


fin. - Death ſhall do that for a Chri- 


| ſian, that all his duties coald never 
+Fdo, that all his graces could. never 
do, that all his experiences could 


never do, that all orditiances' could 


{never do; it ſhall at onde free him | 
. tally, 


EE” 


death ſhall be - the Grave to "bury 


a 


— reſervedtill laft. '» x$1T. } 
fully, perfectly and rpervally| of 

| from all fin; yea from all poſhbility 
| of ever ſming more. x * 
i The Per{cans had a certain-day 
| in the year, im which they uled r9 ; 
kill all Serpents, and venemous crea- 1 
tures; fuch a day as” that will the | 
{day of death be to their fins, who 
are intereſted in a Saviour. - When 
| Sampſon died, the Philiſtimms aifo| | 
died together with him : [So when} Heb» 12+ 
a Believer dies, his ſins dy with him; 23 
| | Death came in by fin, 'and fin goeth| ” 

out by death. As the worm Kills 
the worm that bred it, fo death}. 
kills ſin that bred ir. MP. 
And why then ſhould Chriſtians |--* © 2% 
be afraid of death, or uowilling to] -* 22 
die, ſeeing death gives them a writ 
of eaſe from - infirmities and weak-! 
neſles, from all aches and pains, 
grief and gripings, diſtempers and} 
diſeaſes, . both of body and foul ? ©. | 
Homer reports of his Achilles, that 
he had rather be a ſervant'to a” poor: b+ 
 |Country-Clown here in this-world,| -\ © 
' |than_to he a King to all the fouls} + 
+ Fdeparred; andthe truth is, the;moKt]- < © © 
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{ {tians, and that upon - this very 


| toduſt, All have ſinned, and there- 

' | fore all-muſt dye; the core of thar 

Apple which Adam eat, ſticks in the | 

{. throats of all his children, . and will 

. \'1 at length choak them all, one by 
ens | 


I hope better things of you Chri- 


ground, that death will certainly 
and perfectly cure you of all bodily 


Eighthly, Is not your dying day | 
an inevitable day? why yes, yes : 
why then ſhould you be afraid to 
to dye, ſeeing that your dying day 
is 2 day that cannot be pur of» the 
daily ſpectacles of mortality which 
vince this truth, that all muft dye ?: 


are made up of duſt, and by the 
Law of Heaven they. muſt retarn 


famous Heathens have preferred the | 
meaneſt life on earth, above all the |} 
hopes they had of a better-life ; but || 


and ſoul diſtempers at once. But} 


dye? why ſhould you be unwilling | 


1 


'| we ſee before our eyes, clearly e-} | 


it is a Statute-Law in Heaven; that | . 
| all muſt dye; all men and women 


Meſuu (out of Jacob: Ediſcems\ 


gow | 


my x: SS . =. Is." 2 & 


WY reſerved til aft. 


J1}.5yr#s ) faith, that when Noah went 
{into the Ark, he took the bones of 
11 Adam with him, and that when he 


them among his ſons, giving the 
- head,” as the chiefeſt part, unto his 
firſt-born, and therein as it were 
ſaying untothem ; Let not this deli- 
very from the Flood make you {e- 


the beginning of mankind ; you 
muſt ' fall, and all that come from | 
| | you, gountotheduſttohim. What 
| day 1s there that paſſes over our 
heads, wherein the Lord 'doth not | 
by our mortality, preach many 
Sermons of mortality to -us ?--and 
therefore why ſhould we be unwil- 
lingto pay. that debt that all owe, 
| and that all muſt pay ; and that fo 
many daily pay before our eyes; 
But | 


. Tishis beſt day, and whythen thoul 
| hebe unwilling to dye?" Eveleſ. 7.1. 


S - e 
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JT} came out of the Ark, he divided | 


| cure, behold your firſt Parent, and}. 


Ou | 
|; Niathly, A Believers dying day 
d 


4 good name # better than'precions 


and celebrated their deaths. 


{rettionis; - ſpeaks -of fome who: lamented mens: by 
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| 


, | tion, from temptation, from de- 


v#Y, | day is their. re 
__-| ſhall reap he. ruit of all the prayers 
| | that ever they. have 'made, and of 


tis 


a Believer be unwilling to die ? Ina 
Printed, Sexmon- on this very Text, 
IL have proved this Truth: at large, 
and .to that | referr you, who de- 
fire further fatisfaCtion about "this 
truth. - But. 

Tenthly,, A. Believers dying day 
is bis gen. It: 1s hits: reſting 
| from fn, from: fortow, from affli- 


ſertion, from difſention, from vex.- 
| ation, from: perſecution, &from: all | 
 bogily labour ; And; therefore why 
| ſhould a believer be pnwilling to dy, 
ſeeing thai; for him. to . die. is \no 
more but to reſt ? But of this reſt 1 
have {| =_ largely before,and chere- 
= * Y may be Enough 4 in this 
place. 
Eteventbly,- The; Saints dying 
ng-day;-when they: 


4» 31 BY | 


ointment: and rhe day of death, than | 
'the day of enes birth}, 1 reſpect of 
profit pleaſures peace, fafety, com- 
Pays glory ; a Believers laſt day is |], 


( day, and why-then ſhould | 


| 


| 
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Il the Sermons that ever they have | 2 cor. 9.6. 
jeard, and of all the tears that ever” |Gal. 6.7,8,} 
hey. have ſhed, and of all the ſighs | 9 | 
apd groans that ever they have 
etcht, and of all the good words 
that ever they have ſpoke, and of 
all the good works that ever they 
have done, and of all the preat 
things that ever they have ſuffered 
yea, now ney ſhall reap the fruit of 
many good ſervices, which them- Þ 
{{elves had forgot. Lord, when ſaw | Mat. 25. þ* 
we thee bungry and fed thee, or thir- | 34-41: 7 
ſty and gave thee drink, or naked and E 
cloathed thee, or ſich or. in preſon and 
viſited thee? They had: done many | ” 
good works, and forgot: them, but 
Chriſt records them, remembers | 
them, and rewards them. Sabinrs | ; 
in Seneca could never in all his life- | 
time remember rhole three 'names | 12 
of Homer, Ulyſſes and Achilles, and \ 1.45 


as bad memories have many Chri- 
|| ſtians in Spiritualsz but our Lord 
| Jeſus, as he hath a fſofr and tender 
| heart, fo he hath an Iron memory ; 
| he remembers not onely the od] 
| and preateſt ſervices, but alſo rhe 


_ leaſt) .Þ 
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leaſt and loweſt ſervices that have 

| [been done by his people: and he 
2 remembers them to reward them z 
By a bit of bread, a cup of cold water, | b: 
; | Mat. 10. [ſhall not paſs without a reward ;Þj b 
_|?+25 [therefore it is good counſel oneſj fi 
- | ives, ( Nunquam quum veniat Domi- I 11 
=» go _ - © AER Cons : ſed ſemper 
” Can. vultns ſuſpenſos expanſuſque ſmus ha- 
i bentes, ad largam Domm benediH10- 
| | nem,) Let the Lord when he cometh 
$ never find us unready ; but alwayes 
EK with our faces looking up towards 
.- him,. alwayes having. our boſoms |] 
Z4$ open, our laps ſpread abroad, as 
| looking to receive a large bleſſing 
from him. Chriſtians, however 
Chriſt may ſeem to forget your. la- 
4 bour of love, and to take no- notice: 
( or bur little) of many good {er- 

vices that you have done for him, 
I Pront.25, his Name, his Goſpel, his People z 
{| Pfal. 126. | Yet when.you dye, when you come 
| 56. to Heaven, you ſhall then reap a| ! 
20 plentiful, a: glorious erop (as the 
"8 fruit ) of that good ſeed, that for a 
time hath ſeemed. to. be. buried 
and loſt ; when mortality ſhall put | 
| -on; 


| 
| 
{ 
{ 
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on immorrality, .you ſhall then' 
fnd that bread, which long before 
was Caſt upon the waters ; therefore 
be not, O Chriſtian, afraid to dye! 
be not,O Chriſtian, unwilling to dye! 
for thy dying day will be thy reap- 
ing day. But 
Twelfchly, Thy dying day, O 
Believer ! will be thy triumphing 
day; Now thou ſhalt 'gloriouſly 
| triumph over Sin, Satan, the World, 
thy own baſe heart, yea, and over 
death it ſelf. 1I readily grant, that if 
ou conſider Believers in Chriſt as| 
e was a publick perſon, they 
have then already triumph'd over 
principalities aud powers; what 
Chriſt did in his greateſt tranſaCti- 
ons, he did as a publick perſon, re- 
preſenting - all his choſen ones ; he 
{uffered as a publick perſon, repre- 
ſenting all his Elect; he died as a 
publick perſon, repreſenting all his 
precious ones; he rote, he aſcen- | 
ded, and now he fits in Heaven as 
a publick perſon, repreſenting all |. 
his children; Epheſ. 2.6. And bath. |. 
raiſed us up together, and made us ſit 
toge- 
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[together in heavenly Places in Chriſt 
Feſus, Chriſt hath taken up his 
childrens rooms in Heaven afore- 
| hand ; Chriſt hath already taken' 


Powers, and triumphed openly 0- 


| as a publick Perſon, repreſenting all 
his children, who triumph'd in his 
triumph over all the Powers of 
darkneſs ; and therefore in this ſenſe 


yea, and I readily grant, that be- 
lievers, even in this life, by vertue 
of their union and communion with 
Chriſt, and by vertue of his gracious 
preſence, mfiuence and afliſtance, 
I they do always triumph,. as the. A- 

poſtle ſpeaks, 2 Cor. 2.114.: Now 
thanks be unto Gcd which always 
catiſetb as.to triumph in Chriſt. Be- 
'Rom.8.37. {fevers now are more than. conque- 
F{ John 4.4. {rors, they are triumphers over the 
4 world, the fleſh, and the Devil. 
| Chriſt 
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ver them on the crols, he did this | 


Believers have already triumph'd : | 


X Epher.s. poſſeſſion of Heaven in their names, | 

in their ſtead; they do now fit} 
ngerter in Heavenly. places in} 
Chriſt Jeſus. And ſo when Jeſus] 
Chriſt ſpoiled Principalities and |] 


w_—— 
— hes 


reſerved till laſk, 


Chriſt ſo | routed. Satan upon. the 

Crols (laid /pnatizs). that he never 
Fhnce,. either hears or- ſees the 
| Crofs, but- he falls a ſhaking and 
{| trembling. . Believers, by holding 
# forth to Satan the Croſs of Chriſt in 
the arms of. Faith, and by their lay: 
ting hold on his Croſs, and pleading 
his Crols, they do ealily, they do 
frequently overcome bim, and tri- | 
'umph ever. him : but notwithſtand-, 
ing all this; Ah, how ofren doth the 
beſt -of Saints. find the world, the 
fleſh and the Devil triumphing {ade 
ly" over them? Now a Chriſtian 
triumphs over Satan, by and by 
Chriſt withdraws, and then Satan 
triumphs - over him ; Now.the. Be- 
liever leads captivity captive, 'anon! 
the Believer is led captive; this.day| 
a (Saint gets the wind, and the hill | 
of Satan, and beats him quite ont of |- : .- *-: 
the! field; the next ay Satan draws 
foxthz and; falls on with new forces, 
with new: arguments, with freſh 
firengih,,.and.then, puts a Chriſtian 
r0.4 retreat, yea too often to a rout ; 
in many/ a 'battel ' a Chriſtian is 
ll. | , worſted, 
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The Ro- 

« | mans uſed 

in all their 
barrels, to 

4 loſe at firſt 

| ro win at 

-4-laſt,it 1s ſo 


/ with Chri- 
| ſtians. 


| Hever more, they ſhall never lead a 


worſted, and mach ado he hath 
to- come off with his life”; O but 


to a ful, perfet, compleat, abſo- 
lute, and perpetual triumph over 
the world, thefleſh, and the Devil. 
Now a Chriſtian ſhall forever have 
{the necks of theſe enemies under 


for ever difarmed, fo that they ſhall 
never be able to make refiſtance 
more, they ſhall never ſtrike ſtroke 
more, they ſhall never affront a Be-/ 


Believer captive more, &c. O why' 
then ſhould Believers be afraid to' 


umphing day ? But 
Thirteenthly, as a Believers dy- 


| ing day is his triumphing day 3 ſoa 


Believers dying day'is his marriage- 
day; in this life we are on 
troth'd to Chriſt, in the life to come: 
we fhall be married to'Chriſt; here 
Chriſt and the Believer isnear, but 
death will. bring- Chriſt and the Be-/ 
jlever nearer; here Chriſt and'the 


now death, that brings a Chriſtian 


(his feet; Now theſe enemies ſhall be| 


dye, be unwilling to dye, ſeeing| 
] chat their dying day is their 'tri- 
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reſerved till laſt. 191 | 
Believer is ask?d, and all things 'are [ 
agreed on between them, only the | 
marriage-knot muſt be tied in Hea- [Rev 1945s 
ven, the marriage-fupper muſt be |” 
ept in Heaven ; And therefore ſe- ] x 
eral of the Martyrs on their Tuf- 
fering-days, on their dying-dayes, 
hey have invited ſeveral to their 
marriage, as they have phraſed it, 
knowing right well, . that their dy- 
ing dayes would be their marriage- | 
dayes to Chriſt, the very thoughts | 
of which hath ſo raiſed, and cheared, 
ſo warmed, and inflamed their 
hearts, that they have made nothin 
of death, that they have ont briyed 
death, that they have, to the great 
joy of their friends, and tothe a- 
mazement and aſtoniſhment of their 
enemies, more reſolutely, friendly, Þ 
and ſweetly imbraced death, than} * | 
they have their neareſt and deareſt | 
relations. Butin the 


. = 
— 
. 0 "4 ” 


3 
— 
$-:; 


— 


Fourteenth place, A Carfo: 
dying day, is his Canpianting ay ;! 
death tranſplants a . Believer from 
Earth to_ Heaven, from miſery 'to 

glory 3 


LY 


CPI 


 m—— ——— 


of 
yz 
” 
- a Gn. 
| | 


* _ ” 


- ju * .2 7 J 


. 
- = 
o V  * 
_—_— m—— a add... 
—— — 


Thebeſt Thinss 


"© av --a % 
* *. 4 OY _ : 


| | 25» 


1a Lilly . from among Thorns, and 


| planting of him perfectly and per-Þ 


1 glory ; death ,(to a Saint) is nog} wt 


thing but the taking of a ſweeybu 
flower out of this wilderneſs, andFtr3 
planting of it in the Garden of Pa 
radice ; it is nothing but taking of 


lanting of it among thoſe ſweet 
Roſes of Heaven, which God de- 
lights to wear always in his bo-Þ|tÞ 
Home. Death is nothing bat the ta-J] 0 
Sing of of a Believer fully from the} * 
ſtock of the firſt Adam, and the} I! 


| 


* 


petually into that glorious ſtock, the 
econd Adam, the Lord Jeſus, who 
is bleſſed for ever. Death is nothing 
but a taking off of a Believer from 
a mere barren ſoil, and-planting of 
him ina more fruitful foil. Here 


* 
: Mat. 13.8, 


| a ſoil, that there are none there but} 


ſome Chriſtians bring forth thirty-] 
fold, others ſixty, and others a hun-| 
dred-fold ; but Heaven. is ſo fruitful] 


ſuch as abound in ths. fruits of righ- 
teouſneſs. and holineſs, but ſuch as] 
bring forth a thouſand-fold, yea, 
many . thouſfand-fold. Here ourſ|| 


| hearts are like the Iſle of Pathmos 
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| reſerved till lat. 


which brings forth but little ' froie; 
but when they ſhall by death ' be 
tranſplanted to Heaven, they ſhall 
be like the Tree in Alcinouss Gar-| 
den,that had alwayes bloſloms, buds; 
and ripe fruits, one under. ano-| 
ther, | 

In the Iſland of St. Thomas ( on 
the back fide of Africa) in the mid(r 
of it is a Hill, and over that a con- 
rinual cloud, wherewith the whale 
Iſland 1s- watered 'and made fruit- 
ful. ': Such. a cloud will Jeſus Chrift 
'be to all thoſe precious ſouls that: 
(hall be tranſplanted from Earth to 
Heaven. 

O why then ſhould Believers be) 
unwilling to die, ſeeing that their 
dying day 1s but a tranſplanting 
day of their ſouls from Earth 'to 
Heaven, froma Wilderneſs to a Pa- 
radile? But in the 

Fifreenth place, As a Behevers 
dying day, is the day of his tranf-;| 
plantation, {o his dying day. is i the 
day of his coronation: Here: Belie- 
vers are Kings. elected, but: when | - 
they die, they are Kings crowned ; | 

| _ 
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Jam. 1.12. 
Rev.2.16, 


Pſ.132-18 
4 Pfal. 21.3. 


now they. have a Crown in rever- 
| ion, but then they ſhall have a 
Crown in potſeſhon; Now they 
have a Crown in hope, but then 
they fhall have, a Crown in hand. 
Death will at laſt bring the foul to a 


Crown, to a glorious Crown, to an 


be the top of Royalty, and though 
beyond it the thoughts and wiſhes 


that King ſaid of his, O Crown! 
more noble than happy 3 but death 
will tet ſuch a Crown upona Believ- 


as ſhall make him happy:to all E- 
-ternity; here the Believer, (as his Sa- 
viour [85 58 him) 1s crowned with 
thorns , but death will turn that 
Crown of thorns into a Crown of 


greater pomp, were to put on 
Crowns of Bays on their heads, but 
Bf there. 


| 


— 
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Crown without thorns, to a Crownl 
| without mixture, to a righteous| 


ers head as ſhall always flouriſh, and| 


rour Severus his Souldiers, for the| 
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0 


everlaſting Crown: I hough aCrownſ] 


of mortal men extend not,; yet moſt|1 
may fay of their Earthly Crowns, as| 


——— 


pure gold. Ay 
Upon a Triumph, all the Empe-|' 


- 


reſerved till Tait. 


ere was one Chriſtian amoug | 
1em that wore his Crown on hits 


rm; and it being demanded why |... 


edid ſo, heanlwered, ( Non de- 
et Chriſtianum m hec vita coronart,) 
: becomes not a Chriſtian to wear 
is Crown in this life: TheTrath is, 
, Chriſtians Crown never fits {o 
aſt, nor never fo well becomes 
im, as when itis put on by a hand 
}f death. Here moſt Princes Crowns 
re the fruirs of unrighteouſnels, but 
leath will at taft put upon the be- 
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iever 2 Crown of Righteouſneſs, | 2T!-4-7-84 T 


2r a righteous Crown : & fo it 1s cal- 
ed, not only becaule it is purchaſed 
by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, bat 
allo to difterence it from thofe an- 
righteous Crowns, or Crowns of 
anrighteouſnels, that the Princes of 
this World put upon their own 
heads; earthlyCrowns are corruptt- 


ble, but death will put on the heads 


of Believers an incorruptible Crown. 

Worldly Crowns are fading and 
withering. Though King W:ll;am the 
Conquerour was crowned three 
times every year (during his reign ) 
| 2 
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at three ſeveral-places,viz.Gloceſter, « 
Wincheſter, andiVeſtminſter,yet how 
ſaon did his Crown fade and widſF' 
ther! x 

But death will put, ſuch a Crown G 
upon the Believers head, as ſhall ne- d 
ver fade nor wither. Worldlyſ! 
Crownsare tottering and ſhaking ;|" 
mo{t Princes Crowns hang but on T 
one fide of their heads, and all theirſ}! 
intereſt, power and policy, cannot} ; 


Li 


make them fir faſt on both fides ;|f 
but death will put upon the heads||\ * 
: of Believers an immortal Crown, | 
an unmoveable Crown, an ever-|ſ| 
laſting Crown, an eternal Crown, a 
Crown that none can ſhake, that | 
none can take, that none can con- 
quer or overcome. 
Rev.2. 10-|* Oh! Why then ſhould Chriſtians 
$27» 18: [be afraid to die, or unwilling to die, 
h ſeeing that their dying day is bur 
| [their Coronation day £ who would 
be unwilling to ride, to a Crown 
| |thorow a dirty Lane, or a rainy | 
\ | day. Butinthe | 
Sixteenth place, A gracious Soul 
[Fall never die till his work be fini-[} 
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reſerved till laſt. © 
ſhed, and he prepared to_die; and 
| why then ould he be unwilling to | 
dye, when his work is done, and | 
he prepared to go home? when 
God hath no more work for you to 
do in this world, why then ſhould 
you be unwilling to die,togo home? 
now til your work be finiſhed 
that God hath cut out for you! 
in this world ; no power nor poli- 
cy ſhall ever be able to cur off the; 
thred of your lives in deſpite of 
all the world, and all the powers of 
| Heil: you ſhall do that work, be it 
more or leſs, that God hath appoin- | 
ted you to do in this world. The 
life of Chriſt was very often in dan- 
ger, both among pretended friends ſ- 
and profeſſed foes, but yet he ſtill. - 4 
eſcapes all the ſnares that they had 4 
| laid for him, and all the pits that: 
they had digged for him; and that! 
upon this very grouyd, That his time 
was Not yet come, his hour Was not! 
yet come, Joh. 7. 30. Then they ſought 
to take him, but no man laid hands on 
bim, becauſe his hour was not yet Come. 1 
Ch..19. 20. Then jaid they unto him, - q 
.- [ $ 
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wicked 


- | mens ma- 


{ lice and 


fury inv1- 
fibly. 


ARS"20, 
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God often | where #5 
bridles - 


had known me,. ye ſhonid have kiown 
my Father alſo.* Theſe words ſpake 
Teſs in the Treaſury, as he taught in 
the Temple, and no man laid hand's on 


from the rage atid malice of their e- 
nemics, by a lecret and inviſible hand 
of Providence, till they have finiſhed 
the work that he hath ſet them a- 
bout in this world, David was ſur- 
rounded with Enemies on all. hands, 
but yet in ſpight of them all he keeps 
up till his work was done, Aﬀs 13, 
36, For avid after he had leryed 
his own Generation by the Will of 


| 


| 


God, fell aſleep; thaugh many thruft 
fore at him, yet he did not ll aſlep, 
he did.not die till he had ſerved 
his Generation, Bonds and afflicti- 


ons waited on Pay! in every City ; 
lo 1n that 2 Cor. 11.23,28. /n ſtripes 
above meaſure,in priſons morg frequent, 
in deaths ofen. Of the Fews fivetimes 
received I forty ſtripes ſave one z, (the 

Lord commanded that the number 


ye = —_ ——_—_ hath. Ld 


of 


him, for hts hout Was 716t zet CGHION | 
God can and will fectre his reopts 
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thy Father ? Jeſus anſwered of 
Ye neither know me nor my Father if yel D 
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MF of frokes ſhould not exceed forty, 
Dewt. 25. 3. and therefore the Fews 

chat they might not - tranſgrets 

that Law, gave one leſs; Thrice was | - 16+ 
I beaten with rods, once was I ſtoned, | 7 
thrice I ſuffered ſhi pwrack, a night 
and a day I have been in the deep, 
in journeying often, in perils of wa- | 
| ters, in perils of robbers , in perils | 
by mine own Countrymen, in perils 
by the Heathen, in perils in the City,| 
in perils in the Wilderneſs, in perils 
m the Sea, in perils among falſe Bre 
thren, in wearineſs and painfulnes, 
in watchings often, in hunger an 
thirſt, in faſting often, in cold ana 
nakedneſs + And yet notwithſtand- 
ing all theſe hazards, hardſhips, 
dangers, deaths, Paul lives, and} 
bravely bears up til] his work was 
| done, his courſe finiſhed; 2 oy 
4+ 7, 8. I have fought a good fight. I 
have finiſhed my conrſe; I have kept the 
faith, And fo inthat, Rev. 11.7. The| 
beaſt that aſcended ont of the bottom- 
leſs Pit,and that mate war againſt the 
twoWitneſſes, could not overcome them 
nor kel them, till they had finiſhed their 
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> = teſtimony. Chriſtians ſhall live to} 
"2 $ finiſh their teſtimony, and to do all 


4 that work that God hath cut out 
; for them to do, in {pight of all the 
i beaſts in the world,” in ſpight of 
Hell, or Antichrilt. 

It was fo with Ambroſe, a certain 


| but they returned an{wer, that God 
had hedged him in 'as he did Fob, 
| to that they could not touch him. 
2 Another came with. a {word to 
WM | his Bed-ſide to have killed him, bur 
he could not ſtir his hand, till re- 
penting, he was by 'the prayer of 
| Ambtoſe reſtored to the ule of his 
bands again ; no means, no attempts 
| _—_ _— 
| | could cut him off till his work was 
! done. 
| So for Luther, a poor Friar, to 


ſtand fo ſroutly againit the Pope, 
| this was a great Miracle, but that 
| he ſhould prevail againſt the Pope; 
as. he did, this was a greater, and 
that after all he* ſhould die in © his 
| Ped (notwithſtanding all the ene- 

mies he had, and the ieveral deſigns 
they had to have deſtroyed him_) 


_ OT) 
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\ Witch ſent her ſpirits to kill him, | 


this} 
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{this was the greateſt of all; and yer. 
for all that the Pope, or the Devil 
this Father could do, Luther when 4. 
he had fipiſhed his Teſtimony, dies j. 
in his Bed : 9 why then ſhould any| A 
Chriſtian be unwilling to die, ſeeing 
he ſhall] not die till his work be 
done, till his Teſtimony be finithed ? | 
And as a Believer ſhall not dye T4 
till his work be done, 1ſo he ſhal] : 
not dye till he be prepared to die. | 
A Believer is always habitually pre. || 
pared to die. Ay,eventhen when he is | 
| not actually prepared, yet then he =o 
is habitually preparedtodie ; for he | | 
| hath not his Ark to build ; nor his 
| Lamp to trim, nor his Oyl to bay, 
nor his Pardon to leal, nor his Peace 
to mike, nor his Gzaces to get, nor | 
his Intereſt in Chriſt to leek, nor Di- | 
vine favour to {ecure, nor -a Righ- 
teoulnefs ro look after, &c. That 
promiſe is fall of honey and ſweet- 
Tnels that you have in Fob 5.-26.Thay 
ſhalt come to thy grave in a full ave; 
like as a (hack of corn comerhin in his 
ſeaſon, The Husbandman brings not 
his Corn into his Barn till it be full 


| L x ripe, | 


Inn 
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he beſt Things 


 ——_ 


{tedtrodie,and yet may judge other: 
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ripe, no more will God take his 
Children out of this world, till they 
are fit for another world, he will 
not tranſplant them from eagth, till 
they are fir, till they are prepared 
for -Heaven. [It is with Chriſtians as 
it is with the fruits of the earth, 
tome are ripe {ooner, ome later; bur 
as we, ſo God will gather none till! 
they are ripe for glory : Some 1ouls 


like ſome fruits, are ripe betimes, o- 


ther Chritttatis, like other fruits, are 
a longer time ripening, and lo God 
gathers his fruic in as they ripen, 
tome ſooner, fome later, but.none 
till they are (in a mealure) ripe for 
Heaven. And why then fhould' 
Chriſtians be unwiiting to die, lee- 
ing they {hail nat die, till they are 
prepared todie? I do not lay they 
ſhall nor die till they think they 
are fit to die, or till they fay they 
are prepared to die, for they may be 
graciouſly prepared, and fweetly-fit- | 


wite, by reaſon of Satans fleights,or 
lome Spiritual diitemper that may 
nang upon them, or from a natural 


; * fear! 
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reſerved all laſt. . 207 . 
I fear of Death, andſome great nnwil-J "i 
[lingneſs to die ; but they hall nor 
| die cill they are eicher actually, or 
RY prepared to die, till: they! 
are ripe for glory ; and therefore be 
nor, O benot, Chriſtians, unwilling 
Tro die. But in the | 
17:Seventh place, When a Riphte- |. 
ous man dies, . he ſhall leave a| Heb: 11- l 
{weet favour behind him, his. name | 
ſhall live, when-he is dead; Are 
not the- names of the Patriarchs, 
| Prophets, Apoſtles, Martyrs, and; 
| other Saints, a {weet favour to this 
|very day? We know there is no 
[weet favour, to that they have 
leſt behind them. P/ſal. 112.6. The 
Righteous ſhall-be had in everlaſtin7| 
remembrance. Prov. 10.7. The me- 
| mory of the juſt is Bleſſed, The Sep- 
fuaginr thus tranſlates. ir, The me- 
mory of the Jult is with Praiſes ; 
many are the Praiſes that wait on 
the Name of the Ju, when their 
bodies are in the duſt; 'no fcent fo 
ſweetas that which the Juſt -man 
leaves behind him,- Eccleſiaft. 7. | 
Il. Agood Name #5 better than pre- | | 
| cious} ww 
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cious Oyntment ; he doth not ſay, a 
great name, a- name ariſing from 
outward greatneſs, but a good name, 
a name arifing from inwarg good- 
neſs, and manifeſted by ourwardHo- 
lineſs, that's the name that is better 


only-reaches the Noſtrils, but a good 
Name reaches to the chearing and 
the warming of the hearr.. The 
Chalace reads this verſe thus :-( Me- 
liuselt nomen benum quod comparabunt 


fuſti in boc ſecnlo, quam unguentum 
unttonis, quod faerit inunftum ſuper 
capite Regum & Sacerdotum:;) Better 
is, the good name which the Juſt 
(hall obtain in this world, than the 
oyntment of anointing, which was 


and Prielts; though a Believer may 
not leave great ſums of money be. 


bundreds a year behind him, yer he 
{hall leave a, good - Name behind 
him, which anſwers to all, nay, 
which out-weighs all the- riches 
gallantry, and glory of this world. 
That Heathen hit righe wha. ſaid, 


than precious oyntment z oyntment | 


poured upon the heads of the Kings. 


hind him, nor yet thoulands, nor 


WF (Ego 


— 


oY 


reſerved til Lift. 


(Feo ſo ſs bonam famam ſervabo ſat di- 
| es ero; )If I may but keep a good 
þ{ Name,'l have wealth enough ; it is 
a greater mercy to leave a good 
Name behind us, than to leave the 
riches of a Kingdom, yea of a world 
behind us. But inthe 

Eighteenth place, Death is no- 
thin or the believers in-let_into 
FT ; Death is the gate of life, ſt 


Mid-wife to bring Eternity to bed, 
W hen Facob law The Chariots that 
were to bring him to Foſeph, his Spi- 


rit revived: Ah Chriſtian, Death 1s 


| Plautus, 


A "the way to Paradile; it is the|.”. 


bur allo tro a bleffed fight of God, 


Cious {out be unwil'ing to die? Bu 


the Chatrior that will bring thEE? nor | 
only to a fight of 7aceb and Foſepb, \ ; 


| Gen. 15. F 


Heb. I 2. 


Chriſt, Aagels, and the Spirits of | 23, 24+ 
Juſt men made perfect ; here we 
meet with many in-tets' to fin, to 
forrow, to affliction, to temptation ; 
bur Death of all in-lets is the moſt 
; happy inlet, it lets the foul into a 
full fruition of God, to the perſe- 
tion of grace, and to the heights of 
glory ; and why then ſhould a gra-| 


J 
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be beſt Things 


*L One of the 
] Fathers 

| longed to 
i} die thac 

| he might 
{Ice that 
14 head that 
Was CrOW- 
1 ned with 


1 Thorns. 


- 
DC 


dare not, O! I may not; others 


1 muſt haſten toa cloſe; therefore |" 
in the 
Nineteenth place, Was JelusChrift |] 
ſo willing to «leave Heaven,.. his 
Fathers bolome, his Crown, his 
dignity, his glory, his Royal atten- 
dance, to come into this world, to 
fuffer the {addeſt and the heavieſt 
things that ever was thought of , 
that ever was heard of, for thy Sins, 
for thy ſake? and wilt thou be_yn- 
willing to die, and go to him, who 
hath ſuffered fo rhuch, who hath 
paid To mich, "who hath prepared| ' 
fo much for thee? Ah Chriſtian ! 
Chriſtian ! why doſt thou not racher 
realon thus with thy own ſoul; Did 
Chriſt die for me, that I might live] } 
with him ? I will not therefore de- | 
fire to live long from him; ail men 
go willingly to ſee him whom They 
love, and ſhall I be unwilling to} 
die, that I may fee him whom my 
ſoul loves? O! Þwill not, O! 11 4 


| venture through many dangers, and 
many deaths, to lee their friends 
and relations, and why then we 


| deſt 
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deſt not thou O Chriſtian, be wil- 
ling to venture through death to 
4 the Lord of life, to him that is thy 
Crown, thy comfort, thy head, thy 
Husband, thy Heaven, thy All, &c. 
But in the | 

T wentieth and laſt place, conſi- 
| der, O Feliever, that thou alwayes: 
ftandeſt hefore God in the Riphte-| 
ouſneſls of Jeſus Chriſt, who is cal- 
ted the Lord our Righteouſne!s, and 
who of God is made unto thee Wail- 
dom, Righteoulnels, Sanctification 
and Redemption 3 whilit thow. Ii- 
veſt thou ſtandeſt before God, not 
in the Righteoulnels of thy duties,. 


are bur weak and imperfect ; but in 
the pure, perfect, matchlels, & {pot- 
leis Righteoulnets of Jelus Chriſt, 
And when thou dieſt, thou appear- 
eſt before God in the lame glori- 
cus Righteoulnelsz; fo that thou 
| mayeſt appear before Gods unſpot- 
red Juſtice and Holinels, with the 
greateſt boldnels and comfort that 


that Righreouſnets with which thou 


nor inthy gracious difpoſitions which | 


is imaginable, upon the account of 


art}. 


bf | 
; I Cor. I. | 
TE 


' 


| 
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"The Things 


Exod. 28. 
11, 14, C: 
1 39414243) 

4s 5, KC, 


-| compleat in Chriſt ; and to be wich- | 


_ 


ofChrittsRighteoulneis; and hence ic 


art cloathed, P/al. 45.13. The Kings | 
daughter is all glorious within ( there | \ 
is her inward glory, Grace makes qt 
the {oul glorious within) her cloa- 
thing is of wrought gold; Some read | _ 
ir purpled work, or cloſures of gold 
enameled with gold; ſuch as preci- 
ous ſtones were ſet in, which were | 
exceeding {plendid and glorious, & 
which ſhadowed forth the glorious 
Righteouinels of our Lord Jeſus, 
This cloathing of wrought gold is 

the glorious Righteoulneſs of our 
Lord Jetus; now in life and in 
death, the Believer ſtands before 
God 1n the glorious golden Robes 


_ 


is, that Behevers are ſaid to be all 
fair, and without ſpot , and to-be 
without {pot or wrinkle, and to be 


out fault bfore the Throne of God : | 
and why then ſhould a Believer be 
unwilling to die, and appear be-| -+ 
foreGod ? by realon of this cloathing | | 
of wrought gold, you ſtand ſpetleſs, | 
blamelels , - and favltl={ before 
God; this golden cloathing, this glo- | 

rious |. 


_ 
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reſerved till laſt. 


as fully and compleatly the belie- 


_—_ ———_— 


rious Righteoulnels of Chriſt is as 
truly and really the believers, and 


vers, as if it were his very own. Ah 
no cloathing to this. Thecoſtly cloak 
(of Alciſt henes ) which Dionyſuus lold 
to the Cathaginians for an hundred 
Talents, was indeed a mean and 
beggarly ragg to this embroidered 
Mantle that Chriſt puts upon all 
believers. And therefore a Chri- 
ſtian, both living and dying ſhould 
ſay with the Pſalmiſt, 7 will make 
mention of thy Righteouſneſs, of thy 
Righteouſneſs only. Let them be a- 


fraid to die, let them be unwilling 
to dye, who muſt appear _ before 
God in their ſins, and in their own 
Righteoulne(s, which at beſt is but - 
as filthy raggs; but as for thee, O 
Chriſtian! who ſhalt always appear 
before God in-clgathing of wrought 
gold, be not th0h afraid of death, 
be not thou unwilling to dye, but 
rather deſire it, rather long for it; 
becaule thou art cloathed with tuch 
Righteoufneſs, 'as will bear thee up 
lweetly in it, as will carry thee 

bravely 


| 


/ 
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| | bravely through it, and as will make | ; 

"| Rev, 3.18. | thee triumph over ir. Chriſts Righ-| Þ 
i teouſneſs is a' Chriſtians white Rai-| Þ | * 
| ment, in which .he ſtands pare be- | ; 
fore God, Rev. 19. 7, 8. Let us be} |: 

| glad and rejoice, & give glory to him, 
nw |for the Marriage of the Lamb 1s come, 
ED hare, i. c: and bis rife hath made her [clf reaay. 
"| fay ſome, | And to ber was granted,that ſhe ſhould| | | 
| | imputed {þz; arrayed in fine linnen, clean and '_ 
- and —H white, for the Linnen ts the righteou[- 
Wh EohreouC neſs of Saints, By the fine, clean,| | | 
{1 neſs white Linnen which is here called | / 
-_»- the Righteouſneſs (or as the Greek 
q hath ir, the Righreouſneſſes) of 
Saints, moſt underſtand the glori- | 
4 ous Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; Righ- 
teouſnels, 'tis an Hebraiſm, noting 
that moſt perfect abſolute Righte-| | | 
ouineſs which we have in Chriſt ;}| - 
white is a natural colour, it is a co-| + 
lour of Purity, Ornament and Ho- 
nour ; it was the habit in times paſt] *| - 
þ ob Nobles, ſaith Dr#«ſis, and others. 
} Now in this pure, clean, v. hite Lin- 
nen all the Saints are cloathed, and 
{o preſented to God by Jeſus Chriſt, 
and why then ſhould they be un-| | 
| willing! | 


$\ 


a. All 4 


| 
| 


l 


* 
- 
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py to die? Here is not a ſpeck, | 


not a ipot to be found upon this 
white Linnen, which is the Righte- 
oulnels of Saints, which ſhould 
make Saints rather to purſue after 
death, than to flie from ir, or to 
be unwilling to welcome it when 1t 
COINCS, 

I am not ignorant that this un 
willingneſs to die (moſt wulually 


| ſprings from thoſe low and dark ap- 


rehenſions men have of God, and 
rom weakneſs of faith, and from 
coldneſs of love, and from laying 
the Creatures too near our hearts, 
and from our little communion 
with God, and our rare taking of 
tutns in Paradife, and from our not 


(end, to die, or to be afraid of 


trealuring up a ſtock of Promiles, 
and a ſtock of Experiences, &c. 1 
have allo conſidered what a diſho- 
nour to God, a reproach to Chrilt, 
a grief to the Spitir, a ſcandal to re- 
lipgion, a blot to profeſſion, a mil- 
chief to ſinners, and a wrong to 
Saints it is, for Chriſtians to be 


death, which hath occaſtoned me 
to 


The ſpring}. 
from i 
whence” |} - 
Chriſtians | 4 
unwalling-. | 
nels tro die} 
flows. ' 


The fad | 
effe&s of _ 
Chriſtians 
unwilling- ; 
nels to 
dic» 


— —_—.aoa————_—_ 


+ Mac. 5. 3 


rations, to work you to he willing 
to dye, and if thefe will not prevail 


what will, 
-» Objett. 7 would be willing to aye, 
if I bad but aſſurance ; but that 1s the 


willing to dye. 

Firſt, l anſwer, It may be thou 
haſt affurance, though not '.22 a 
meaſure of afſurance, tuch a piero- 
phory or full aſſurance, as thou de- 
fireſt: a perfet, compleat, ablolute 
and full aſturance is very deſirable 
on earth, but I think few attain 
to it till they come to Heaven ; this 
ſparkling Diamond God hangs in 
few Saints boſomes, til] they come 
to-glory, But 

Secondly, I Anſwer, The leaſt 
grace if true, is ſufficient ro Salva- 
tion, and therefore the ſenſe of the 
leaſt grace, or of the leaſt meaſure 
of grace thould be ſufficient: ro aſſu. 
rance to Salvation. But 
' Thirdly, The time of death is one 
of the moſt ulual ſeaſons wherein 


God 


—_ 


with you, Iprofe!s | do not know | 


Tewel I want, and therefore I am un- | 


The bet Thuos '\W\ 


ro muſter up theſe twenty conſide- 


—”” > oe +» we ee Ls 


reſerved till laſt. Wo 
| God gives his children the «weeteſt | 
and fulleſt afſurance of his love, . of /| 
| their intereſt in him, and of- their 
right to glory ;. when there was but | 
a ſtep, a ſtride between Srephen and | Ads 7. 55. }%2Þ 
death, then he ſaw Heaven open,,| © the end | "uh 
and Chriſt ſtanding at the right 4/t 6 
hand of his Father. 

Mr. Glover, though he had heen 
long under clouds, and much dark- 
neſs, yet when he came near the 
fire, he cried out to his friend, Oh 
Auſt in, Auſtin,he 1s come, he's come, 
| meaning the Lord, in the [weet and 
glorious diſcoveries of his love and 
favour to him, and ſohe dyed with 
a heart full of joy and aflurance, 

Mr. Fregmorton, a precious god- | + 
ly Miniſter, lived thirty ſeven years | 
without aflarence; ( after the Lord | 
had wrought ſavingly upon / him 

| 


and then dyed at Maſter Deds, have- 
ing aſſurance but an hour before he | 
died. | 
|; I could here give you divers ex- 
amples of a later date, of many pre- 
ciaus Chriſtians who have lived | 
| cloſe with God many years, and 
+ have | 
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have been much in ſeeking of aſſu- 


rance; and the Lord hath held 
them off till a few years before their 
death, and then he hath filled their 
fouls fo full of the ſenſe of his love 


{der the power of their joyes. Af 


| day of death ? and therefore Chri- 


| ofially gives aſſurance to his chil- 


and the aſſurance of their everlaft- 
ing welfare, that they have died un 


ſurance is a free gift of God,& God 
loves to give his gifts to his Children 
when they may moſt chear them, 
and be of greateſt uſe and ſervice to 
chem, and when is that, but at the 


ſtians ſhould not be unwilling to 
die for want of aſſurance, becan'e 
that 18a ſpecial ſeaſon wherein God 


dren. But 


| Reader for further fatisfaftion, if 


Fourthly, and Laſtly, Thou 


without aſſurance : This truth, with 
ſeveral others of the like import, 
that may further ſatisfie ſuch as are 
unwilling to die, I have made 500d 
in that Treatiſe of mine called Hea- 
ven on Earth, and to that I refer the 


-D 


—_ 


— 


. what 


reſerved till Laſt. 


what is faid do not fatisfhe-; The 
next inference then that -I ſhall 


make, and fo haſten to a"cloſe, is | 


this : A 

If the beſt things are reſerved for 
believers till laſt, then let not Chri- 
{tians mourn immoderately; Oh! 
be not over-much afflicted, and 
grieved for the death of Husband, 
Wife, Child, Sifter, Friend , . who 
dies inthe Lord, for they are but 
S to take poſſeſſion of thoſe 
great and glorious things that are 
reſerved in Heaven for them. This 
—_—_ Saint is now gone to her 

ome, to her Heaven; to her God 
that hath loved her, to her Chrilt 
that hath died for her, and to her 
Crown that was prepared for her. 
Abraham mourned mdgerately for 
his dearfleceaſed Sarh, \ as is im- 
ported by a ſmall capy in that He- 
brew word, that ſignifies to weep ; 
and that, not becauſe ſhe was old 
and over-worn {( as fome Rabbins 


{ay) but becauſe death to her was 


but an in-let into-glory, death did | 


bur bring her to a happy fruition " 
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= \Ezck. 2 4. 
4 15,16,17- 
John 1g.. 

| 25,27, 28. | 


.\ had laid up for them that love him. 
| Death thar* {ee to dilpoſlets al- 


| comforts, of all delights, of all con-| 


| ſedneſs; and why then ſhould our 


| 


| he #5 net dead but ſleepeth;, andthe 


all thoſe glorious things that God 


Chriſtian 6f MI, piits him into a poſ- | 
feſſion: of all; of all joyes, of all| 


tems, of all happineſs, of all ble{ 


ſorrow, 'our tears, over-flow the|. 
banks of moderation ? Sorrow. 1s| | 
ood for nothing but for ſin: now! 
that the child is dead, wherefore|- 
ſhould. I faſt or weep, ſaid David*| 


Grief preceding evil, if it be uſed]; Y 


for a remedy, cannot be too muchz[} 
but that which follows an evil paſt 
remedy, cannot be little; | 

When Ezekzel loſt (his Wife) the |- 4 
delight of 64s Hh he muſt not|-” 
weep. When M ogg Fof] 
Jeſus ſtood by the Croſs of her anly] 
dear Son, ſhe wept not, as Ambroſe 
notes. We may lay of out deceaſed 
friend, as the Fews of their Father |- 
Facob, ( non eſt mortyy) he is not 
dead ; or as our Say] Lazarns, 


(Miadd why trouble you your ſevecthey | 


P th. a a mm —_—_ Ah 


| arenot dead bat | 
Prophet 1ſaiald | 
down in our baſs. So, 4/tc/ Ifa.43:17:} 
*. | Coffin is calle Sa Bet: W-when|<:51-!-24} 
| thy days ſhallSe Mal L [6 hog 
than to Day#, and thou 2 Sa a9] I 
with thy Fag Fre; of as x Ii F 
hath it, a / thou 4 It 
with BE ' D 
\ | but a flee 
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; 2: The Fems ancietit cuſtom was-by 


*: 4.the' way as: they / went with their 


Corpſe, to'plack-up every one he 


> Grals,'as who ſhould fay, they were 
not forry' for the death.” of - their 


friends and relations, - as men with. 


-1,our hope, for they were bur cropt 


off, and ſhould ſpring up again in 
due ſeaſon. Ah Friends! If you will 
needs mourn, 'then mourn for your 
ſelves; mourn for your fins, mourn, 
for the barteniefs and-baJeneſs of 
your own ligarts, -bur do 11ot:mourn 
ar teal exceſſively, for the dhath of 
any Chriſtian friend, or relgtion ; 
ecingthat death gives thent'a4quier 
abdul poſſefon- of all char{glory 
we = 2* os 3 26 : , 
and 'happinefs that is referyed-. in 
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